
 
 
First of all:  On behalf of the BOD of the Nutmeg Division I would like to take 
this time to wish everyone a Happy Fourth of July Holiday. 
 
To all of our current members of the military service, a special thank you to 
you and all of your brothers and sisters in arms that came before you, for 
without all of you we would never have the opportunity to celebrate this 
occasion. 
 
Here is something that I believe most of you will appreciate.  I would like to thank Jerome Finn owner 
of P/A Industries (where I work) for sending the following information to me.  Jerome Finn is a former 
Marine of the United States of America. 
 
Food City, a Food Chain, is located in the Southeast, headquartered in Bristol, TN. 
 
This is a great commercial. 
 
Not a word spoken and none needed. 
 
Please take 1 minute & Click here to view this wonderful video. http://stg.do/OdQg  

 
 

Listed below is the June 2015 issue of the NMRA InfoNet-and the July / August 2015 issue of the 
NMRA eBulletin. 

 
 

Welcome to the InfoNet News (Infoblast) For June, 2015 
 
From Steve August, NMRA Regional Advisory Council Director: 
 

 

WHAT IS THE RAC DIRECTOR? 

Recently I was asked to write the article to tell the readers about the position I hold on NMRA Board 
of Directors.  I am the RAC Director or Regional Advisory Council Director.  I am the Board Member 
who represents the Region Presidents and or their delegate. 
 
The purpose of the RAC is to:  

http://stg.do/OdQg


 Convey Region opinion to the Board of Directors and other officers within the NMRA national 

level.  

 Comment on any dues increases beyond index which comments shall be considered by the 

Board of Directors prior to the adoption of said dues increases. 

 Receive the agenda, motions, and reports electronically at the same time as the Board of 

Directors receives them; and may, but need not, as a body comment on said materials through 

and by their representative on the Board. 

 The RAC, acting as a nominating committee, shall nominate, with the goal of at least two 

candidates for its position, and elect by a majority vote, the RAC position to the Board of 

Directors. 

 The RAC may also propose Regulations changes and by two-thirds vote place matters by way 

of initiative or referendum on the next available NMRA ballot in accordance with provisions set 

forth in Article XII of the NMRA Executive Handbook. 

  

The Board of Directors of the NMRA shall establish, with the assistance and concurrence of the 
Regions, a Regional Advisory Council (RAC).  This position was created some time ago and I am 
third Director to act in this capacity since its inception. 
 

 It shall not serve as a level of governance of the NMRA, but shall provide input to the Board of 

Directors representing the different perspectives of the Regions. 

 The body shall consist of one representative from each Region, who normally would be the 

Region President or such other representative that the Region designates for said purpose, as 

well as an alternate in case the Region representative is unable to participate. 

 There shall be a position on the Board of Directors for a representative of the Regional 

Advisory Council (RAC) as established under the provisions of Article VIII, Paragraph 10 of the 

Regulations. 

 Representatives on the Regional Advisory Council should have electronic communications 

access available and shall meet on a periodic basis, in a manner and under circumstances to 

be developed by the RAC. 

 
In accordance with Article VIII, Section 10, Paragraph E, the Regional Advisory Council shall select 
candidates for a representative to serve on the Board of Directors and said representative shall not 
be subject to membership vote.  Each Region shall have one vote exercised through the Regional 
Advisory Council, and the Council, acting as a nominating committee, shall, as a goal, try to nominate 
two candidates for secret balloting by the RAC representatives. 
 
This in the nutshell is what the RAC is, how they are elected and what they do as part of the National 
Organization known as the National Model Railroad Association. 

Southwest Chief Gets a Reprieve? 
 

Amtrak has announced that it will not terminate the Southwest Chief on January 1, 2016, when its 
contract with the BNSF Railway for track maintenance expires.  The train serves rural communities in 
western Kansas, southeastern Colorado, and northern New Mexico on its route from Chicago to Los 
Angeles. 
 
The service remains in jeopardy of ending January 1, 2016, but Amtrak announced that it will 
continue operations as long as it appears political progress is being made to come up with a 
comprehensive funding solution for necessary track infrastructure upgrades. 
 



Originally, Amtrak officials wanted New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas and BNSF Railway to contribute 
$4 million each year or 10 years to fund repair a maintenance of 632 miles of track between Newton, 
Kansas, and Lamy, New Mexico.  Due to aging and deteriorating track conditions, the Chief is often 
forced to run at speeds well below the maximum 79 mph. 
 
Amtrak was facing significant increases in its costs for repair and maintenance because BNSF no 
longer runs much freight on the Kansas and Colorado lines and has no freight service on the New 
Mexico portion of the line. 
 
The initial estimates changed dramatically in 2014, however, when a Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant was awarded to Garden City, Kansas.  The $12.5 
million grant was matched by $9 million from Amtrak, BNSF, and the Kansas Department of 
Transportation, as well as $360,000 from Colorado and Kansas counties, communities and advocacy 
groups. 
 
In connection with the grant, BNSF announced that it would cover maintenance costs for the newly 
repaired segment.  This has relieved AMTRAK of some of the major maintenance costs it was going 
to face starting in 2016 and has changed the entire outlook for the train.  Repairs on about 45 to 50 
miles of track in the worst condition in Kansas and Colorado will be repaired this year. 
 
   BNSF had already begun tie replacement at its own expense in anticipation of laying new rail.  If the 
tracks were repaired, the train could operate at maximum speed, cutting travel times, bringing in more 
riders and making the line economically viable.  Following additional repairs, Colorado is hoping 
enough time can be saved on the schedule to add a stop in Pueblo, which would bring the train within 
40 miles of Colorado Springs and open an array of new tourism opportunities to Amtrak passengers. 
 
While Colorado and Kansas moved aggressively in 2014 to obtain a federal grant and allocate money 
for repairs on their sections of the Southwest Chief’s tracks, New Mexico didn’t follow suit.  In 2014, 
Gov. Susana Martinez (R) funded a $150,000 study of the Chief’s cost and benefits.  Recently, the 
New Mexico Department of Transportation announced that it will attempt to seek a TIGER grant for 
repairs, improving the prospects for a three-state collaboration on a solution.  BNSF, which owns the 
tracks that the Southwest Chief uses, has not yet commented on the recent news. 
 
National Association of Railroad Passengers (NARP) Mountains and Plains Division Leader is still 
concerned about the fate of the train.  “Recent exaggerated news reports that the train has been 
‘saved’ hurt our efforts.  We have an uphill struggle ahead of us and these news reports came right as 
we were seeking support from the Colorado General Assembly,” he said.  “This is already a long, 
hard campaign and we need to continue our efforts until we actually save the train.  More time is fine, 
but the time is now!” 
 
From the National Association of Railroad Passengers (NARP) News 
 
 

Amtrak to Add Video Cameras 
 

Amtrak said it will install inward-facing video cameras by the end of the year to monitor train operators 
on 70 of its locomotives operating on the Northeast Corridor. 
 
The change covers only ACS-64 locomotives that power all Northeast regional and long distance 
trains between Washington and Boston, as well as Keystone Service between New York, 
Philadelphia and Harrisburg, PA. 
 



Amtrak said it is still developing plans for installing video cameras on Acela Express locomotives and 
other diesel locomotives. 
 
The decision follows a May 12 derailment in Philadelphia that killed eight people. 
 
The Northeast Regional 188 train involved in that accident had only a forward-facing camera that 
monitored the tracks ahead of the train as it took a curve at more than double the 50 mph speed limit. 
 
“Inward-facing video cameras will help improve safety and serve as valuable investigative tool,” 
Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman said in a statement.  “We have tested these cameras and 
will begin installation as an additional measure to enhance safety.” 
 
Sen. Charles Schumer, D-NY, among other lawmakers calling for the new cameras, said he was 
reassured by Amtrak’s quick action. 
 
“These cameras will make a significant difference for the safety of rail passengers and will provide 
additional information that can be used to improve safety and prevent future tragedies,” Schumer 
said. 
 
The Federal Railroad Administration has issued emergency orders requiring Amtrak to slow trains to 
50 mph as they approach the curve where the May 12 derailment occurred, a move Amtrak already 
has taken. 
 
The agency also ordered Amtrak to identify every curve in the Northeast Corridor between 
Washington and Boston where trains are required to slow down more than 20 mph. 
 
Amtrak must also provide a list of those locations and target dates for safety changes at each 
location. 
 
From USA Today 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 
MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Walter J. Mundschau, who led Kalmbach Publishing Co. as its president from 
1987 to 2000 and also served as TRAINS’ publisher for several years, died May 31 at age 80. 
 
A native of Sharon, Wis., “Walt,” as his colleagues knew him, was hired by Kalmbach as controller in 
1968.  He was promoted to executive vice president in 1984 and named president in 1987.  After his 
retirement in 2000, he served for several years as chairman of Kalmbach’s board of directors.  
Mundschau presided over Kalmbach during an era of significant growth, as the company moved 
beyond its original fields of railroading and model railroading and into new special-interest markets 
such as astronomy, bird-watching, and jewelry-making. 
 
But Mundschau also kept close ties to the original magazines, TRAINS and MODEL RAILROADER. 
He became publisher of TRAINS in August 1987, upon the retirement of longtime Editor David P. 
Morgan, and served in that capacity until the February 1991 issue, when he was succeeded by Russ 
Larson. 
 
From Trains Magazine 
 
 



If you have any questions or comments about any of the above, please send them directly to a 
Director or Officer.  You’ll find those addresses at www.nmra.org or in the NMRA Magazine 
 
Regards, 
 
Tom Draper – HLM, DSA, FA 
Director – Support Services 
 
 
 

 
 

July/August 2015 
  

Next stop:  Portland  

 

 

Portland Daylight 
Express Convention to 
be held August 23 - 
29, 2015 is our next 
National Convention.  
This is the 80th NMRA 

National Convention. 
 
Many of you have already made your 
summer travel plans, and we appreciate 
that a good number of you are coming to 
visit with us at Portland in August.  
However we know that 30% of the 
attendance at an NMRA National 
Convention registers within the last two-
months before the event.  So several 
hundred members have yet to make their 
summer travel plans.  Please consider 
joining us for this year's NMRA National 
Convention. 

Some popular tours sold out quickly, but 
there are plenty of interesting tours still 
available.  We also have a record 
number of Special Interest Groups 
participating, each with worthwhile 
events and activities.  Plus, our Non-Rail 
Chair has assembled a great program of 

A few words from the President 

 

A few words about LCC 

 

You may have seen the ads or heard the scuttlebutt 
about "LCC". What is "LCC"? Well, in a nutshell it is 
"DCC for your layout," although it is much more than 
that. 

 

DCC or Digital Command Control has been on the scene for almost 30 
years now in one form or another.  Originally introduced as an analog 
system commercially over 50 years ago by GE as "Astrak," this 
approach allowed individual control of locomotives through carrier waves 
superimposed on the rail system.  It worked, but it had limitations such 
as heat buildup and the size and number of onboard receivers. 

Today's far more sophisticated digital system uses digital packets of 
information sent through the rails along with the voltage needed to 
operate.  Again, the emphasis is on individual control of motive power, 
and Astrak's limits have been addressed by this different system.  But 
DCC also has limits, primarily when adding non-motive power devices to 
a limited bus line, such as stationary decoders for switch machines, 
signaling systems and detection. LCC is not intended to supplant or 
replace DCC for your motive power but offers many advantages in 
operating switches or turnouts, signaling, detection and even lighting.  
This column is not the place for a primer on LCC; we hope to offer that 
primer at Portland and in NMRA Magazine.  (You can take a look at the 
"Frequently Asked Questions about LCC" PDF by clicking here. -Ed.) 

 

But understand, this new technology, built by hobbyists on a proven 

http://www.nmra.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q1b-n4ncnYQzeWnwl8YPui8o-J15UfGpfFxV7uQwJKeKqa0TfB6MTxe05S2rbIBP0oJFXwKg1fekQ2cxECpcF1Ft6mLx6-BO_HCaqk4Cq6KnQpSHXjxXCa0wsKBvoZ4LTF5B1mtOWrIChiWD6sCQdBi8drKTZ8-ypST5gJUJosi1keSbJeRd6ilfCYMKqmZUAc-ThZaJ2IO03CCK72qcJHgBCgE1Wsi-8yMhhQm605pjEwQevPvx-pi1pjinroXh&c=2V1-UNM5WCEuUUHSDGxQaKd8qi7vVhsCw1Uaixnd-c5LRaZQSpzC6w==&ch=-QnWn3XXmj1OIpR0vinM7RVWl-CiW_SPJHMdmL5eEwv-6ah17LRndw==


activities at the hotel, and an amazing 
variety of General Interest Tours. 

Beginning in late July you can pre-
register Silent Auction items through our 
website, saving you much time entering 
them on the day.  

Our website has links to numerous tour 
activities so you can research 
destinations and tour layouts before you 
choose the tour.  A number of the layouts 
are featured in recent issues of NMRA 
Magazine and several hobby 
publications. 

We look forward to having you visit, 
enjoy the many exciting activities, meet 
new friends. 

Check out our website 
www.nmra2015portland.org/ 

EduTRAIN® is looking for a 
few good clinics 
 
Ever wish you could see some classic 
clinics from the NMRA National 
Conventions that you may have missed?  
Now you can.  The NMRA EduTRAIN 
program has begun posting clinics to our 
web site.  To find them, log into the site 
using your member sign-in and look 
under EduTRAIN.  Several clinics are 
available and more are under review, but 
we are looking for many additional clinics 
to add to the program. 
 
EduTRAIN clinics are specifically 
designed to teach model railroading 
skills; how to build models, how to design 
and build a layout, how to operate your 
model railroad.  Information on how to 
create a clinic using the SAT method is 
also available in the EduTRAIN section 
of the website however, many excellent 
clinics already exist.  Your clinic may 
very well be of great interest to modelers 
in other regions or countries, and vice 
versa. 
 
We are looking for clinics that cover 

 Model building, both rolling stock 
and structures 

 Scenery, including backdrops and 

platform, is just that - NEW.  That means that commercial products and 
the articles on LCC are still underway.  As with any new technology, one 
predicts at their peril about its impact.  We believe it holds great potential 
to do for your layout functionality what DCC has done for your motive 
power.  It all depends upon the commercial sector and you, the 
consumer. 

 

In theory, LCC offers a revolution in providing easier and less expensive 
control for your layout systems.  Whether that theory is realized depends 
on you and your interest.  I know that the timing is good for me as I 
embark upon a major layout project in the next few years.  I want LCC 
along with DCC and hope it will be there when I am ready.  For now, 
watch these pages as we finalize the standards and encourage the 
commercial sector to plunge into this new technology.  For once, the 
NMRA is ahead of the curve and we hope no curve balls are thrown. 

 

Those are my thoughts; what are yours? 

 

Charlie 

Board of Directors meeting in Portland 

The portion of the NMRA Board of Directors meeting 
that is open to all members will begin at 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, August 22. The meeting will most likely last 
all day and the Board will also meet on Sunday if 
needed. Any NMRA member is welcome to attend; 
please remember that there will only be room at the 
table for Board members and officers. Please see the 

hotel directory for the exact room location of the meeting. 

 

The Annual NMRA Business Meeting will be Thursday August 27, 
from 8:30 to 9:30pm in the Weidler Room.  Check the convention 
timetable for updates. 

LCC standard to be unveiled in Portland 

 

During its Winter meeting, the NMRA Board of 
Directors approved the standards for Layout Command 
Control, or LCC.  Those standards will be introduced to 
manufacturers at the Portland Convention this August. 
 

As an overview, Layout Command Control will 
revitalize existing DCC systems by taking some of the 
burden off the DCC bus.  Today's DCC bus is over-

crowded with commands for multiple locomotives, signals, turnouts, 
sound, transponding, and accessories, and the result is a noticeable lag 
in locomotive response time.  LCC re-routes those non-locomotive 
commands through its own single pair of wires on the layout.  This 
"layout command bus" is at least 10 times faster than the DCC bus, and 
will open up the hobby to a wide range of new plug-and-play 
accessories.  These could include signaling systems, phone and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q1b-n4ncnYQzeWnwl8YPui8o-J15UfGpfFxV7uQwJKeKqa0TfB6MT1giK3Efa5ofii2UbEMnjDyzOfxz7_yz9TCqhP5LF5v1vO6iO-ZqGBKpb5dZbkxqOM4FuUDmkKoOy4UH8HP9kQIwwaHRHUWA6bErJh8bf4iQbDxE5CjzJoyytm45PqXQvA==&c=2V1-UNM5WCEuUUHSDGxQaKd8qi7vVhsCw1Uaixnd-c5LRaZQSpzC6w==&ch=-QnWn3XXmj1OIpR0vinM7RVWl-CiW_SPJHMdmL5eEwv-6ah17LRndw==
mailto:charliegetz@yahoo.com


weathering 
 Electrical and electronic 
 Layout planning and construction 
 Track laying 
 Operations 
 Modeling industries and rail 

operations 
 Maintaining your layout and 

equipment 
 Photography, both model and 

prototype 
If you have a clinic that will help model 
railroaders learn important skills, please 
contact Bob Blake at 
edutrain@nmra.org. EduTRAIN clinic 
authors can receive AP Author credit for 
creating clinics and NMRA members can 
receive Volunteer credit for giving an 
EduTRAIN clinic. 

IT DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

Over 75 National clinics available for 
streaming on our website! 

A number of videos were recorded of 
clinics at several recent National 
conventions.  These 85 videos were 
initially available on DVDs from the 
NMRA Library, and are now becoming 
available in the Members Only section of 
the website as streaming videos.  
Currently over 75 of these videos are 
ready to be watched online.  This is a 
Members Only service, so you need to 
log into the NMRA website as a member. 
You can then view them from either the 
Education menu, or by clicking the 
"Watch Convention Videos" button on 
the Member Home Page.  New videos 
will be posted weekly as we get the time 
to convert the DVDs into an online 
format, so keep watching the website for 
additions. 

 

NMRA Member Forums Now Open 

The new NMRA Member Forums are 
open!  Members are already posting 
modeling information, questions and 
items of general interest.  The Forums 
are normally accessed from the Member 
Home page (big blue block on the right 
side of the screen) or directly at 
http://www.nmra.org/forum - try them out 

intercom systems, and even systems to control the room lighting.  LCC 
doesn't replace DCC systems; it acts as an adjunct to them, and is totally 
compatible with all DCC systems available today. 

If you're interested in LCC or want to know what may be coming in 
the months ahead, please ask manufacturers about their plans. 
Manufacturers will only begin producing LCC-compatible items if 
they know there's a demand! 

A "frequently asked questions" article about LCC will appear in the 
September issue of NMRA Magazine, but you can take a sneak peek at 
it now by clicking here. 

"Model Citizens" receives additional support from 
the NMRA 

 

Many of you are aware that a filmmaker, Sara Kelly, 
has spent the last two years shooting footage for a 
documentary about model railroading that she's 
entitled, "Model Citizens."  She began a Kickstarter 
campaign to get the funds she needed to do that 
shooting, and the NMRA contributed $1,000 to the 
cause.  She shot interviews and general footage 

extensively at the Cleveland convention last year. 

 

Recently Sara finished shooting and began the "post-production" phase 
of filmmaking - editing, narration, and music.  She again started a 
Kickstarter campaign to receive funding for that, and again the NMRA 
whole-heartedly backed her by contributing $1,000.  The NMRA will be 
recognized in the film's credits for its contributions. 

"Model Citizens" is expected to be finished later this year and will 
hopefully be picked up by public television stations around the country, 
as well as other video venues. 

Layout Directory Project underway 

Good news! A group of NMRA volunteers has taken on the proposed 
Layout Directory Project and will be reviewing its various aspects. This 
promises to be a very exciting member benefit when completed, so stay 
tuned for more details as they become available. 

 

The next NMRA eBulletin will be a little late! 

 

The next edition of the NMRA eBulletin is scheduled to be mailed 
September 1.  But because the convention doesn't conclude until the 
end of August, and because we want to try to include news from 
Portland in that issue, we'll most likely be mailing it the second week of 
September. 

mailto:edutrain@nmra.org
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today! As you may know, the "Regions 
and Divisions" Yahoo Group was 
recently closed, so if you're interested in 
discussing NMRA matters, there's room 
for that, too, so visit the new NMRA 
Member Forums! 

 

Our Twitter feed is up and running 
The NMRA Twitter account is active 
once again, thanks to volunteer Tom 
Gasior.  Tom's busy posting news, 
retweets of interesting subjects, and 
keeping everyone informed.  If you're on 
Twitter, follow us at our new Twitter feed: 
@nmraonline.  And if you're not on 
Twitter, this is a good reason to start! 

::  

Editors: 

Gerry Leone, MMR, HLM, and Chuck Diljak 

::  

The NMRA eBulletin is an official bi-monthly 
production of the National Model Railroad Association, 
Inc. Publishing Department (Don Phillips, Manager).  
Its purpose is to keep every NMRA member informed 
about organization news and events.  If you know of 
an NMRA member who is not receiving this mailing, 
please direct them to here to update their email 
address.  If you no longer wish to receive these 
mailings, please don't mark them as SPAM.  Instead, 
click the Safe Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this 
page. ©2015 National Model Railroad Association, 
Inc., P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384. 

 

What's up in the forums? 

If you're not logging into the forum of the Members Only section of our 
website, you're missing some good conversations!  Stop by and join in! 
 

If you're not logged in to the NMRA website as a member, when you 
click on one of the links below you'll be sent to the login page. 

 Necessary verification for the Golden Spike Award 
 How to scratchbuild structure windows in N scale 
 Great modeling tips and tricks 
 Using the Cricut Explore cutter 

Region and National Conventions 

(Only those conventions occurring in the next three months are listed) 

 

Jul 22-25 
Aug 23-29 
Sep 16-20 
Sep 18-21 

Lone Star Region, Beaumont, TX 
NMRA National Convention, Portland, OR 
Pacific Southwest Region, Scottsdale, AZ 
Australasian Region, Sydney, Australia 

 

Master Model Railroaders 

 
 

554: Donald Bailey - RMR 
555: Bruce DeYoung - NER 
556: Howard Goodwin - SER 
557: Thomas Griffiths - MER 
558: David Metal - NER 
559: Ross L. Ames - PNR 

 

In Future Issues of NMRA Magazine 

 

 Scratchbuilding The Ramsey Transfer 
 Welcome to the new NMRA website 
 The NMRA Celebration Room: Portland 

 

   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ronald J. Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net  
Communication Manager / Membership Promotion Manager / Newsletter Editor 
 
860-977-5573 any evening between 7:30 PM and 11:00 PM 
 
Nutmeg Division http://www.nutmegdivision.com  
Northeastern Region http://www.nernmra.org  
NMRA http://www.nmra.org  
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