
 
 

 

 
 

July / August 2017 
  

NMRA 2017 Orlando...FINAL 
CALL! 

 

During journalism 
classes, students were 
told to always answer 
five important 
questions:  Who, Where, 
When, What and Why.  

So here are the answers to these 
important questions: 

 

Who should come to the convention?  
Everyone is invited!  Orlando is a city 
built for modelers and their families.  
There's so much to do this year that 
sleeping is optional! 

 

Where is the 82nd National Model Railroad 
Association's Convention going to be?  The 
convention will be held at the Rosen 
Plaza Hotel, 9700 International Drive, 
Orlando, FL 32819.  International Drive 
has easy access from I-4 using either the 

A few words from the President 

 

Exciting news on the Gallery Exhibit and Library! 

 

It's been a long process but I'm happy to announce 
that the long-promised Gallery Exhibit ("Exhibit") and 
Kalmbach Memorial Library ("Library") move are 

finally underway.  The Exhibit was first proposed over a decade ago.  
Benchmark Publications' publisher and MMR Bob Brown once said: 
"To attract people to our hobby, you must show them what we do."  
We know from the success of Train Shows and the World's Greatest 
Hobby campaign, such public exhibits, work well and inform and 
excite the public about our hobby. 

 

Implementation delays were due to a problem that involved CSRM's 
parent agency, the California Department of Parks and Recreation.  
Apparently, DPR, for noble reasons, did not spend all of its 
appropriations, retaining those funds in a reserve account but not 
reporting that to the Legislature.  The resulting "scandal" ended up in 
a widespread change in management. 

 

Fortunately, the new managers were as interested and committed to 
the Exhibit as were their predecessors, and after much patience and 



Beach Line Expressway or the Sand 
Lake exits.  The National Train Show will 
be held next door at the Orange County 
Convention Center -- it's only 850 short 
steps away! 

 

When will the convention be held?  July 30-
August 5, 2018.  As an added bonus you 
can catch the last day of the National 
Train Show on August 6. 

 

What will happen at the convention?  Model 
railroading at its best!  We have nearly 
200 clinics presented by manufacturers, 
model train magazine staffers, master 
modelers, and fellow hobbyists.  The 
convention will also have "Modeling with 
the Masters" sessions, evening dinner 
nights, an ice cream social, prototype 
tours, layout tours, general interest and 
non-rail tours, and the pool!  For more 
information on all that there is to do, go 
to the convention website at 
www.nmra2017Orlando.org. 

 

Why?  It's going to be fun!  Orlando is 
fun!  Model railroading is fun!  Learning 
about our hobby is fun!  We have a great 
convention waiting for you! 

 

What are you waiting for?  It's not too late 
for you to come to the convention!  In 
fact, you can still register!   There are 
189 flights into Orlando International 
Airport, and just about as many into 
Tampa International.  Register for the 
convention at the NMRA Company Store 
website at www.nmrastores.com.  You 
can also call NMRA Headquarters to 
register, (423) 892-2846.  And we can 
even register you on-site at the 
convention.  It couldn't be easier! 

 

See you in Orlando! 

 

New features you'll find at the 
Orlando Silent Auction 

entreaties, CSRM management worked out all of the obstacles 
preventing final approval and in late June, we finally received the 
long-promised agreement authorizing the Exhibit.  The BOD approved 
this agreement in an unanimous electronic vote. 

 

The agreement could not be more fair nor inclusive.  I am happy to 
report all of the elements I have described or represented over the 
years are included.  There is no cost to NMRA for the space provided 
and utilities/outside maintenance will be performed by CSRM.  We will 
be responsible for interior maintenance, which we prefer.  We will 
own the exhibit, which can be moved and used later in a permanent 
Museum.  Although they no longer do so, CSRM has agreed to 
administer our Library and as promised will:  

 

"...allow members of the NMRA to have access not only to the NMRA 
collection but also to the CSRM Library and collections within that 
library under the Library's current policies and procedures."(Para 3C)  

 

To ensure access, we have agreed to fund a partial position at the 
same cost as our former librarian, to ensure good access for our 
members and handle any attendant Exhibit maintenance.  CSRM has 
also pledged to negotiate: 

 

"the extent and nature of any solicitation messages or graphics, 
which can be displayed to explain to the public the purpose of the 
gallery Exhibit and the future plans of the NMRA toward a permanent 
museum.  The Parties also anticipate CSRM's Museum Store may 
carry merchandise items related to the gallery Exhibit.  Such items 
could include, but are not limited to, publications, graphics, books or 
products which might be of interest to the public."(Para 6) 

 

We are also able to use any CSRM artifacts as part of the exhibit and 
storage space will be provided us to refresh the Exhibit as needed.  
Truly, the parties agreed that it is of mutual benefit to establish this 
Exhibit"...which will provide educational and interpretive visitor 
services, and complement CSRM's existing Small wonders “The 
Magic of Toy Trains' exhibit". (Recitals) 

 

So what?  Well, CSRM and Old Town Sacramento is the 6th most 
popular tourist destination in California, with the museum attracting 
over 600,000 paid entrants a year.  Many of those visitors are seniors 
and children.  It took World's Greatest Hobby 10 years to attract a 
million visitors, an excellent record.  The Gallery exhibit will be 
exposed to a million visitors in less than two years!  Those visitors 
will see and experience a world-class exhibit of the best of our hobby 
and some of our history.  This Exhibit is not the Howell-Day Museum 
but is a taste of what that museum might contain.  With tie-ins in the 
Museum shop, interested visitors will be able to find literature and 
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The Silent Auction for NMRA 2017 
Orlando is now open to accept entries 
for items you wish to auction.  As the 
article in NMRA Magazine stated, the 
auction has new, expanded features 
including: 

 24/7 access to the electronic 
Auction Catalog 

 Your listing will include both 
traditional Silent Auction and 
"Buy It Now" options 

 You will be able to upload photos 
of your items, making it easier for 
buyers to see what you are 
offering 

 As a registered convention 
attendee, you also will be able to 
place a first bid on an item before 
the convention even begins 

 Your listed items will have more 
exposure and, hopefully, quicker 
sales. It's a win-win among 
railroaders. 

 As an attending Seller, you not 
only can list your items, but you 
also will benefit from a 4% 
discount off our commission rate, 
provided that you bring the 
paperwork with you that you 
printed at home 

 Buyers will be able to browse the 
Auction Catalog before and at the 
Convention from any electronic 
device. 

All items listed in the auction will have a 
minimum starting bid of $3.00 and 
incremental increases of at least $1.00. If 
you have smaller items or low cost 
items, group and package them 
accordingly.  Besides the starting bid, 
items can be listed with a "Reserve 
Amount" and the "Buy It Now" 
mentioned above. 
 
You can find the auction website here 
http://NMRASilentAuction.SunshineRegi
on.org You will need to register and 
create an account to enter items. 
 
If you are only interested in purchasing 

resources about model railroading and the NMRA. 

 

I can think of no better marketing tool for our hobby.  We could not 
buy this space or exposure at a world-class museum like the CSRM 
for any price, but the space is free.  We provide the exhibit, which we 
will own.  Yes, the exhibit price is daunting.  Yes we need your 
support and tax-deductible donations.  But with those dollars help 
ensure a future for our hobby and renewed importance for the NMRA.   
There are so many benefits to this effort it would take many columns 
to describe them.  Suffice to say, we are on our way.  We expect the 
Gallery Exhibit to open by Summer of 2018.  The Library should be 
open and functional later this Fall. 

 

We value your membership and your feedback.   Whether you agree 
or disagree with me, we always welcome your thoughts, insights and 
comments.  As I always say.....those are my thoughts.....what are 
yours? 

 

 

Charlie 

 
 

Board of Directors meeting in Orlando 

 

The portion of the NMRA Board of Directors meeting that is open to 
all members will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 29, at the Rosen 
Plaza Hotel in Orlando.  The meeting will most likely last all day and 
possibly resume on Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m.  Any NMRA member 
is welcome to attend, but please remember that there will only be 
room at the table for Board members and officers.  Please see the 
hotel directory for the exact room location of the meeting. 

The Annual NMRA Business Meeting (including "Ask the President") 
will be held on Wednesday, August 2, at 7:30pm in Salon 4 of the 
hotel. 

 

 

2018 Slate of Candidates and Nominations by Petition 

 

By John Stevens 

NMRA Secretary 
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items, you can browse the Auction 
Catalog without registering.  Just visit 
the website above, click on "Auction 
Catalog" and then click on "Browse 
Auction Catalog."  If you want to make a 
first bid on an item, you will need to 
create an account even if you don't want 
to sell any items. 
 

We still need volunteers for our 
new NMRA Turntable 

 

By  Christina Ganzer 

NMRA Marketing Consultant 

 

By now you've seen our latest digital 
publication, the monthly NMRA 
Turntable.  This first issue was put 
together by a very small group of 
volunteers to help it get off the ground. 

 

But we'd love more help.  We're looking 
for dedicated volunteers to regularly 
scour the Web each month and find great 
modeling related articles, blog posts, 
podcasts, videos, clinics, events, etc. 
that we can add to our monthly  NMRA 
Turntable.  It's an easy job!  Just 
summarize what you found and send us 
the link.  You're on the Web anyway, so 
why not get "Volunteer" points for it? 

 

It'll take no time at all, and you don't 
even have to leave your house!  Plus 
you'll be doing your fellow NMRA 
members a great service! 

 

Please email me at marketing@nmra.org, 
if you're interested.  Thank you! 

Updates to the RP-7 Series 

 

By Didrik Voss, MMR 

Standards and Conformance Dept. 

2018 Election Slate of Candidates 

President: 

Pete Magoun 

 

Vice President-Special Projects: 

Gerry Leone 

 

Vice President-Administration: 

Clark Kooning 

John Stevens 

 

At-large Director North America: 

Jim Gore 

Mike Mackey 

 

Eastern District Director: 

Bob Hamm 

Walton Liles 

 

Pacific District Director: 

Peter Burrows 

Dion Koch 

Robert Peterson 

 

Message from the Secretary 

Normally, the Secretary oversees the election process through 
the By-Petition phase, the ballot preparation process, and the 
ballot processing phase.  Since the Secretary is a candidate for 
one of the positions listed above, that responsibility has been 
passed down to the Assistant Secretary, Rick Coble.  Any 
questions about the election process should be forwarded to 
Rick at rvcoblenmra@gmail.com. 

 

Nomination By Petition 

The nomination process is now closed for those members who 

mailto:marketing@nmra.org
mailto:marketing@nmra.org
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Manager 

 

Updates to RP-7 series have been posted 
to the NMRA web site, www.nmra.org. 

 

These updates are as follows: 

 

RP-7 Track Centers and Obstacle 
Clearances - general discussion of RP-7 
series 

RP-7.1 Tangent Track Centers and 
Clearance Diagrams 

RP-7.2 Curved Track Centers 

RP-7.3 Curved Track Obstacle 
Clearances 

RP-7.4 Interurban Track Centers and 
Obstacle Clearances 

RP-7.5 Modifying Tangent Clearance 
Diagrams for Curved Tracks 

RP-7.6 Using the NMRA Curved Track 
Center and Obstacle Clearance Assistant 

TN-7 Track Center and Obstacle 
Clearance Methodology 

 

Please direct your comments and 
suggestions to Didrik Voss, Manager, 
S&C Dept., before the NMRA BOD 
meeting on July 28, 2017. 

 

:: 

Editors: 

Gerry Leone, MMR, HLM, and Chuck Diljak 

:: 

The NMRA eBulletin is an official bi-monthly 
production of the National Model Railroad Association, 
Inc. Publishing Department (Don Phillips, Manager). Its 
purpose is to keep every NMRA member informed 
about organization news and events.  If you know of 
an NMRA member who is not receiving this mailing, 
please direct them to here to update their email 
address.  If you no longer wish to receive these 
mailings, please don't mark them as SPAM.  Instead, 
click the Safe Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this 

wished to submit their names to the nominating committees for 
consideration for the positions up for election in the 2018 
election.  Members who wish to run for one of these positions 
who missed the nomination process deadline or did not wish to 
be subjected to the decisions of the appropriate nominations 
committees may submit a petition placing their name on the 
ballot.  Requirements for submitting by petition are contained in 
the EHB in Sec A 10.1 Paragraph 3 Nominations, Ballots, and 
Voting which can be found on the NMRA website.  All 
submissions by petition shall be received by the Assistant 
Secretary NMRA at rvcoblenmra@gmail.com no later than 
September 1, 2017. 

 

 

New Member Model Railroad Directory Launches 

 

By Christina Ganzer Zambri 

NMRA Marketing Consultant 

 

The NMRA is excited to announce the launch of our newest member 
benefit, the Model Railroad Directory! 

 

Have you ever been curious if there are NMRA member layouts near 
you that you could visit?  Ever been on vacation and wondered if 
there are any layouts nearby?  Ever wanted to talk to other modelers 
about a different scale than you're modeling, or a particular prototype 
you're interested in?  Want to attend an op session, but not sure if 
there are any close by?  Well, these questions and more can now be 
easily answered right from the Members Only section of our website, 
www.nmra.org. 

 

Thanks to a group of dedicated volunteers, NMRA members have 
access to our new Model Railroad Directory, where you can search 
for layouts based on location, scale, railroad and other descriptions, 
as well as add your own layout to the Directory (as long as it is an 
operating home or garden railroad). Members can even include their 
own websites, photos, videos, and much more. 

 

To access the Model Railroad Directory, visit www.nmra.org, log-in to 
the Members Only section of the site, click on "Member Home," and 
then on "Model RR Directory."  Once there, you will have all the 
information you need to search for layouts or add your own.  Who 
knows what you might find just down the road from you?  We urge 
you to join in the fun and connect with your fellow NMRA members! 
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page. ©2017 National Model Railroad Association, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384. 

 

 

 

Region and National Conventions 

(Only those Regional conventions occurring in the next three months are 
listed) 

 
 

Jul 30-Aug 6: National Convention, Orlando, FL 
Sep 14-17: North Central Region, Grand Rapids, 
MI 
Sep 16-17: Australasia Region, Adelaide, South 
Australia 
Sep 21-25: Pacific Southwest Region, San 
Bernardino, CA 

 

Newest Master Model Railroaders 

 
 

Ron Einarson, MMR #593, TLR 

 

In Future Issues of NMRA Magazine 

 

 

 TrainFest Photo Contest 
  
 Model Railroad Directory 
 Hojack Line Crossing Shanty plans 
  
 "Mini-Meets" 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2017 SPECIAL EDITION 
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I know, I know -- two "special editions" within a few months of each other??  Yup!  But this one is really, really BIG.  It 
just may be the biggest NMRA member benefit ever! 
 
Gerry Leone, MMR 
NMRA Vice-President / Special Projects 

 

 

 

  

Introducing the NMRA Partnership Program 

 
Starting now, NMRA members get discounts from our partner manufacturers! 

 

Your leadership team has been working with model railroad 
manufacturers of all scales to bring you substantial discounts when 
you order from them. Now we're ready to unveil the first of our 
partners! 
 

This list will keep growing and growing, so check our website in the "Members Only" section at 
https://www.nmra.org/members/partnership-program every month for the newest manufacturers to be 
added, and for the newest discount codes  Discount codes will change monthly, so check back often! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Our current NMRA Partners 
 
CatzPaw Innovations – This company designs and 3D prints scale model accessories in virtually any scale 
for model railroads and other hobbies.  NMRA members receive a 10% discount on all items not already on 
sale.  You first need to establish an account on the CatzPaw website and identify yourself as an NMRA 
member by entering the discount code NMRA0817 in the Identification Number field on the address page. 
Please allow 24 hours for CatzPaw to process your information.  Then when you login to place your order the 
discount will automatically be applied.  www.catzpaw.com 
 
Green Frog Productions – Producer of hundreds of prototype railroading videos in both DVD and BluRay 
formats.  NMRA members should email Green Frog at greenfrogproduct@bellsouth.net and add a note that 
you are an NMRA member and want to take advantage of the coupon.  You should also include a scan of 
your NMRA membership card showing the expiration date.  Green Frog will then email you a link to the 10% 
off coupon which can be used on their website.  The coupon is in addition to any other discount offers 
currently running.  There is no minimum order.  www.greenfrog.com 
 
LARC Products -- Producers of full custom-sized backdrop graphics and railroad graphics CDs.  Hundreds 
of scenes are available.  There are two ways to order: by US Mail or by sending an e-mail to LARC Products 
as per instructions on their website.  Simply include your NMRA membership number and expiration date and 
you will receive a 10% discount.  www.larcproducts.com/ 
 
Logic Rail Technologies -- Producer of sophisticated electronics for model railroads, including signaling 
products and fast clocks.  NMRA members get a 10% discount once they register on the Logic Rail 
Technologies website as an NMRA member and submit proper identification.  Enter code NMRA-LRT on the 
website.  www.logicrailtech.com 
Micro-Mark – It’s the first name in high quality modeling tools and accessories.  NMRA members receive a 
15% discount when you order online and enter code NMRA in the "Coupon Code" or "Discount Code" box on 
the checkout page.  www.micromark.com.  Be sure to check out our Micro-Mark-sponsored video on the 
NMRA Facebook page. 
 
Motrak Models -- Motrak Models offers a full line of hydrocal- and resin-based HO-scale coal and sand car 
loads, gravel and ballast loads, and retaining walls and bridges, as well as laser-cut structure kits.  NMRA 
members receive a 10% discount by entering NMRA2017 in the discount code spot on their website.  
www.motrakmodelsusa.com 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010FW1t0sRryz-DKuvTdXXy4Z11yTedNcLQYn8Ja1T1wx_KNtADIrGY7dQrFq-1SHN_aAHkHiRA5DxyLikkmCHG6U1Rwdf42j0DIoIhG5raQX78VpoUMIgRNK1yicMcm8xhxZ3eNwtS_DtnEHYazOKHA==&c=iFlQe28gDSl7cno49VmL-fMOdUIj70jLT0OFl2hgXNvDKSuomRZ-Mw==&ch=1SdjBOyjyVdDIoVTOkaabhZvBbIBR0bRTSPs1OfCraBD9qCkSaq5-A==
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MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) – Producer of Prodigy DCC systems, as well as train controls and 
sound systems, plastic model kits, locomotives, and rolling stock.  NMRA members receive a 25% discount 
on their Light Genie.  Once you register on the MRC website, enter code NMRA17-25 in the “Coupon Code” 
portion of the checkout screen.  www.modelrectifier.com 
 
RR-CirKits – Manufacturer of unique model railroading electronic circuits, including Loco Buffer (a USB 
interface with Digitrax's LocoNet), and MotorMan (a driver for turnout motorization system).  All NMRA 
members receive a XX% discount.  Just supply your NMRA membership number and expiration date on the 
order form in the area provided.  http://www.rr-cirkits.com/ 
 
Rusty Stumps – Need details or craftsman kits for your layout?  Rusty Stumps produces hundreds of them in 
HO, O, and S scales.  NMRA members receive a 10% discount once they create an account on the Rusty 
Stumps website and enter the code NMRAMBR. NMRA members will also qualify for Rusty Stumps' Loyalty 
Points for an additional 10% discount as described on the Rusty Stumps website.  www.rustystumps.com 
 
Unreal Details – Maker of Magic Water, an easy, realistic water modeling system developed especially for 
model railroaders and diorama makers.  NMRA members receive a 20% discount.  Place your order by phone 
(269-468-7434 and leave a message) or email (unrealdetails@aol.com and include your phone number).  
Unreal Details can also send a PayPal invoice if you use a credit card and aren’t a PayPal member.  Mention 
code 041401 in your message to receive the discount.  www.unrealdetails.com 
 
We're signing up new Partners all the time, so check our webpage often! 

 

Before you order, check https://www.nmra.org/members/partnership-program for the latest discount codes!  If 
you encounter any problems while ordering, please contact the Partner -- not the NMRA -- to resolve 
the problem! 

 

Stay Connected: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the NMRA InfoNet News (Infoblast) For 
August, 2017 

 

A message from Charlie Getz, NMRA President 
 

Gallery Exhibit and Kalmbach Memorial Library move at the California State Railroad Museum 
status 

 
It has been a long process but we are happy to announce that the long-promised Gallery Exhibit (“Exhibit”) and 
Kalmbach Memorial Library (“Library”) move at the California State Railroad museum are finally underway. 
 
The Exhibit was first proposed over a decade ago.  Benchmark Publications’ publisher and MMR Bob Brown 
once said: “To attract people to our hobby, you must show them what we do.”  We know from the success of 
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train shows and the World’s Greatest Hobby campaign such public exhibits work well and inform and excite the 
public about our hobby. 
 
Over the past six years, we raised $250,000 from our members and corporate partners as we have promised that 
this Exhibit will not use dues money.  The estimate for the project’s fabrication and installation is between 
$500,000 and $750,000.  We will fund that amount by donation. 
 
Implementation delays were due to a problem that involved CSRM’s parent agency, the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation.  After much patience and entreaties, CSRM management worked out all of the obstacles 
preventing final approval and in late June, we finally received the long-promised agreement authorizing the 
Exhibit.  The BOD unanimously approved that agreement in an electronic vote in June to meet a BOD-imposed 
July 15 deadline for finalizing the agreement. 
 
The agreement could not be more fair nor inclusive.  We are happy to report all of the elements described or 
represented over the years are included.  There is no cost to NMRA for the space provided and utilities/outside 
maintenance will be performed by CSRM.  We will be responsible for interior maintenance, which we prefer.  We 
will own the exhibit which can be moved and used later in a permanent Museum.  Although they no longer do so, 
CSRM has agreed to administer our Library and allow full access to their vastly larger library to NMRA members 
at no additional cost. 
 
 

From Trains Magazine 
 
Amtrak 'Capitol Limited' schedule modified after Sand Patch grade derailment 
By Chase Gunnoe/August 3, 2017 
 
A CSX Transportation freight train derailed at least 32 cars near Hyndman, Pa. on Wednesday morning impacting 
both freight and passenger railroads. 

MP208 
HYNDMAN, Pa. — Amtrak’s Capitol Limited between Washington and Chicago will be running on a modified 
schedule for the next four days after a CSX Transportation freight train derailed more than 30 cars east of Sand 
Patch near Hyndman, Pa., on Wednesday morning. 
 
Amtrak spokeswoman Kimberly Woods tells Trains News Wire eastbound train No. 30 will terminate in Pittsburgh 
for the next four days, while its counterpart, westbound train No. 29, will have it passengers bused from 
Washington to Pittsburgh to meet up with the train consist.  Passengers trying to get to Washington from points 
west will be bused from No. 30’s terminating point in Pittsburgh. 
 
On Wednesday morning at around 5 a.m., at least 32 cars of a 178-car eastbound CSX freight train derailed and 
caught fire near Hyndman on the railroad’s Keystone Subdivision.  The incident is affecting both freight and 
passenger operations on the railroad’s famed Sand Patch grade route. 
 
Fires were still burning and evacuations were still in place for a half-mile radius as of Wednesday evening. 
 
The cause of the derailment remains under investigation. No injuries were reported. 
 

NMRA Awards presented at the NMRA Convention in Orlando, FL 

 
Fellow of the NMRA 
Gary, Burdette, MMR 
Ron Williams, MMR 
 
Distinguished Service Award (DSA) 
Jim Hediger 
 
Meritorious Service Award (MSA) 
Bob Hamm 
Rick Coble 
Dave Liesse 
Scott Povlot 
Martin Oakes 



 
Presidents Award (PA) 
Grant McAdam 
Dave Lamberts 
Larry Alfred 
Chris Lyon 
Ben Sevier 
Donovan Lewis 
Martin Boyask 
Jack Dziadul 
Rich Seymour 
Mark Cowles 
Doug Wagner 
Al Hovey 
Terry Davis 
Alex Huerres 
Roy Hord 
Peter Watson 
Shirley Sample 
Walt Liles 
Bob Chaparro 
Bob Hamm 
Clark Kooning 
Joe Gelmini 
John Stevens 
Pete Magoun 
Peter Youngblood 
Leslie Eaton 

 
Regards, 
 
Tom Draper – HLM, DSA, FA, MSA, PA 
Director – Support Services 

 
 
 
 

 
 

September / October 2017 
  

Kansas City...a beacon in the 
Midwest 

 

Everything is up to date in 

Kansas City!  It was true 

when Rogers and 

Hammerstein wrote the song 

for the musical, and it's still 

true today.  Kansas City is a 

A few words from the President 

 

The report from Orlando 

 

Were you able to attend the 2017 NMRA 
National Convention in Orlando?  For 
those unable to attend, here is what you 

missed.  Smaller than more recent conventions, those 



beacon in the Midwest with Big City 

attractions and a small town feel.  Make your 

plans to attend the NMRA 2018 Convention in 

Kansas City August 5-12. 

 

From historic Union Station, located directly 

across the street from the convention hotel, to 

the second busiest rail junction in the country 

at Santa Fe Junction, Kansas City has plenty 

to offer the contemporary railfan. 

 

The convention staff is busy planning out 

prototype tours of the 5 major yards within 

Kansas City, as well as the newest BNSF 

intermodal facility located on the outskirts of 

town in Edgerton, Kansas.  We have several 

locomotive shops in town that 

repair/overhaul/paint locomotives, so there's 

always something interesting around. 

 

If you're looking for first class model 

railroads, your train has arrived.  There are 

more than 50 model railroads located in the 

Kansas City area that are some of the finest 

layouts in the country.  We have everything 

from narrow gauge to modern mainline action.  

Several of the basement railroads in Kansas 

City are more than 4,000 sq. ft. and rival some 

of the finest club railroads.  Most of the 

railroads in Kansas City are operations 

focused, so if you're interested in, or want to 

get more information about how to setup a 

model railroad for operations, this is a great 

opportunity for you.  So make your plans to 

get to Kansas City next year.  Visit the website 

at www.kc2018.org and get registered to 

attend.  There is a still a discount if you 

register soon! 

 

Get your caboose to Kansas City! 

 

New Partners added to the NMRA 
Partnership Program 

 

The NMRA Partnership Program was 
announced at the Orlando Convention, and 
followed up with a "Special Edition" NMRA 

attending universally agreed it was one of the more 
enjoyable and well organized.  Sure there were glitches; 
there always are, but the few did not detract from a very 
enjoyable week of model railroading.  A very big thank-
you to the Sunshine Region and local co-chairs Dan 
Cioffi and Gil Thomas, along with their committee and 
volunteers, for an enjoyable experience. 

 

Also a big thanks to our Meetings and Trade 
Department and CAO Jenny Hendricks and staff for 
uncounted hours making everything function smoothly. 

 

I was pleased to note that I saw a higher-than-normal 
number of younger attendees at our convention.  Given 
Florida's reputation as a premiere retirement location, 
this younger demographic was a welcome surprise and 
a good indicator for our future. 

 

The convention featured over 125 rail-oriented clinics.  
The clinics ran the gambit from prototype topics to 
modeling subjects for every skill level of modeler.  The 
clinics were even designated for beginner, intermediate 
or advanced.  MMR Clark Kooning, with able assistance 
from MMRs Peter Youngblood, Jim Gore, and Fred 
Headon, conducted the always-popular "Modeling with 
the Masters" hands-on clinics, which ran the first few 
days of the convention from early morning to late 
evening.  Add the non-rail clinics, layout tours, and 
prototype tours, and that was only part of the activities 
offered. 

 

The tour of the Kennedy Space center at Cape 
Canaveral proved especially popular, as was the 
Sleuth's Mystery dinner and a High Tea.  Project Linus 
kept my wife Margaret and a number of ladies very 
busy crafting 74 blankets and quilts for local children's 
hospitals. 

 

Bob Hamm conducted his last of a decade of the 
Celebration of Models, including the contest.  The 
Saturday night banquet was excellent, and included the 
National awards and the new NMRA President's Award 
for Service to Divisions, first suggested by Vice 
President/Special Projects Gerry Leone, and nominated 
by the RAC and Region presidents, and national Board 
members.  This new award honors the unsung heroes 
at the Divisional level with one annual award for each 
Region.  I hope this award continues each year.  After 
the dinner, we were entertained and informed by the 
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eBulletin to all NMRA members. 

 

If you still haven't heard about it, the 
Partnership Program gives manufacturer 
partners exposure on our dedicated 
webpage, in return for which the partners 
will offer NMRA members savings on orders 
placed with them. 

 

Since the announcement and "Special 
Edition," pn August 7, seven more 
manufacturers have been added to the 
Partnership list.  As of September 1, our 
Partners include: 

 

CatzPaw Innovations 

Green Frog Productions 

Jason's Brass Poles 

LARC Products 

Logic Rail Technologies 

Micro-Mark 

MinuteMan Scale Models 

Model Railroad Benchwork 

Modelers Decals and Paint 

Monster Modelworks 

Motrak Models 

MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) 

RR-CirKits 

Rusty Stumps 

Scalecoat Paint 

Train Installations, LLC 

Unreal Details (Magic Water) 

 

 

The Partnership Program webpage can be 
found at 
https://www.nmra.org/members/partnership-
program or by logging into the Members 
Only page of  www.nmra.org, then clicking 
on "Benefits" and "NMRA Partnership 

remarks of Todd Stennis, a senior manager for Amtrak, 
on its operations.  Coupled with a tour of the Sanford 
Florida Auto-Train facilities, attendees were well versed 
in all things Amtrak.  Door prizes were awarded thanks 
to the generosity of the donors. 

 

Friday was the National Train Show with over 160,000 
square feet of modular layouts and vendor booths.  
Attendees were allowed in first, then the public over the 
weekend.  Walthers, Athearn, Scale Trains, Atlas, 
Bachmann and a host of other leaders in the industry 
debuted their newest products at the Train Show.  Our 
ads tout the Show as "a candy shop for kids."  Well, I 
was one of those kids for a few hours.  Fortunately, a 
healthy public attendance Saturday and Sunday meant 
that a lot of real kids got to see the best in model 
railroading.  So it was a great time and we all look 
forward to Kansas City in 2018. 

 

Well, that's more than enough for this time out.  
Whether you agree or disagree with me, we always 
welcome your thoughts, insights and comments.  As I 
always say.....those are my thoughts.....what are yours? 

 

Charlie 

 

Highlights of the Orlando 

Board of Directors meeting 

 

The Board of Directors meeting was held at the Rosen 
Plaza Hotel in Orlando, Florida, immediately before the 
convention began.  

Please note that this is an unofficial summary of what took 
place at the BOD meeting.  The official minutes, authored 
by NMRA Secretary John Stevens, will appear on the 
NMRA website, www.nmra.org. 

Some of the highlights of the meeting included: 

 Now that the "Magic of Scale Model Railroading" 
exhibit papers are about to be signed with the 
California State Railroad Museum (CSRM), 
president Getz stated that the NMRA will once 
again contact the manufacturer who had 
previously given us a bid on creating the 
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Program." 

 

Note that RR-CirKits' discount was 
erroneously reported in the "Special 
Edition."  The actual discount is 15%. 
Members only need to supply their NMRA 
membership number and expiration date on 
the order form. 

 

Again, check the Partnership page often for 
new manufacturer partners and for updated 
monthly discount codes! 

 

If you're a manufacturer or know of one who'd 
like to join our Partnership Program, please 
contact Peter Youngblood, At-Large North 
American Director, at alnadir@nmra.org. 

Discounts at hobby shops, 
museums, and railroads, too! 

 

Working alongside our Partnership Program 
(see article above), the Member Discount 
Program continues to grow as well. 

 

All across the country, tourist railroads and 
museums are offering NMRA members 
discounts.  But we've now begun adding 
hobby shops who give NMRA members 
discounts. 

 

For an up-to-date list, visit the Member 
Discount Program page at 
https://www.nmra.org/members/member-
discount-program or log into www.nmra.org 
as a member, click on "Benefits," then click 
on "Member Discount Program." 

 

If you're a hobby shop owner or if you know of 
one that offers NMRA members discounts, 
please contact Bob Weinheimer at 
rmweinheimer@gmail.com . 

:: 

display.  He estimates that it will be 9 months 
between when the agreement is signed with the 
manufacturer, and the opening of the exhibit. 

 President Getz also stated that the CSRM is 
allowing us to promote the NMRA within the 
exhibit, and that the museum's gift shop will sell 
NMRA merchandise and have NMRA handouts. 

 Stephen Priest, Western Director and 
chairperson of the 2018 Kansas City convention, 
told the Board that a very large home layout in 
Kansas City has had LCC installed on it, and that 
the layout will be open for tours during the 
convention.  A series of articles about the 
installation is slated to run in Railroad Model 
Craftsman magazine. 

 The Board instituted a one-year test for a 
"matching fund" program that would help 
subsidize member retention programs and 
activities in Regions and Divisions.  During 
calendar year 2018 the NMRA will give Divisions 
a matching fund of up to $50 for those activities.  
Details will be distributed at a later date. 

 The Board voted unanimously to change the 
dues and duration of a RailPass membership.  
During the two-year test, a RailPass membership 
will cost $19.99 and will last for 9 months, 
allowing the new members to see more issues of 
NMRA Magazine and take advantage of more 
Division events.  This will take effect January 1, 
2018. 
 

 As part of the simplification of the NMRA 
Executive Handbook (EHB), the Board approved 
a revision of the NMRA by-laws.  The revision 
still meets the State of Ohio laws and IRS 
requirements, and will be on the general 
membership ballot next year.  Currently the EHB 
is a conglomeration of regulations, policies, and 
procedures assembled over several decades.  
The Board is attempting to separate the program 
policies and procedures from the actual 
governing documents of the Association. 

 

 In Executive Session, the Board made decisions 
on how to best work with manufacturers in both 
North America and Europe, adjusted fees of the 
Australasian, British, Canadian, and European 
Regions, and renewed the contract for the 
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Editors: 

Gerry Leone, MMR, HLM, and Chuck Diljak 

:: 

The NMRA eBulletin is an official bi-monthly production of 
the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. Publishing 
Department (Don Phillips, Manager).  Its purpose is to keep 
every NMRA member informed about organization news 
and events.  If you know of an NMRA member who is not 
receiving this mailing, please direct them to here to update 
their email address.  If you no longer wish to receive these 
mailings, please don't mark them as SPAM.  Instead, click 
the Safe Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this page. 
©2017 National Model Railroad Association, Inc., P.O. Box 
1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384. 

 

NMRA's marketing consultant. 

Recipients of the first NMRA President's Award 
for Service to the Division announced 

 

A brand new award was instituted this year at the 
banquet at the national convention in Orlando: the 
NMRA President's Award for Service to the Division.  
This award recognizes Division members who spend 
countless hours helping their Division and promoting 
the NMRA, but never receive recognition or credit for 
doing so.  These are the people who go above and 
beyond the call of duty and make their Division 
effective, engaging, and welcoming. 

 

The individuals and subsequent recipients were 
nominated by Regional Presidents, Board members, 
and the NMRA President himself. 

 

The first recipients of the award were: 

 

Terry Davis (Thousand Lakes Region) 

Grant McAdam (Australasian Region) 

Mark Cowles (North Central Region) 

Walt Liles (Southeast Region) 

Ben Sevier (Pacific Southwest Region) 

Jack Dziadul (Mid-Eastern Region) 

Roy F. Hord (Mid-Central Region) 

Shirley Sample (Pacific Northwest Region) 

Alex Huerres (European Region) 

Doug Wagner (Pacific Coast Region) 

Richard Seymour (Midwest Region) 

Martin Boyask (British Region) 

Chris Lyon (Niagara Frontier Region) 

Peter Watson (Northeastern Region) 

Donovan Lewis (Sunshine Region) 

Dave Lamberts (Lone Star Region) 

Al Hovey (Rocky Mountain Region) 
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Larry Alfred (Mid-Content Region) 

 

On behalf of the entire NMRA we'd like to congratulate 
these 18 worthy recipients.  Thank you for your service! 

 

 

Other awards given at the Orlando Convention 
Banquet 

 

Besides the NMRA President's Awards for Service to 
the Division (see story above), president Getz also 
announced the following awards: 

 

Fellow of the NMRA 

Gary Burdette, MMR 

Ron Williams, MMR 

 

Distinguished Service Award 

Jim Hediger 

 

Meritorious Service Award 

Bob Hamm, MMR 

Rick Coble 

Dave Liesse 

Scott Povlot 

Martin Oakes 

 

President's Award 

Bob Chaparro 

Leslie Eaton, MMR 

Joe Gelmini, MMR 

Bob Hamm, MMR 

Clark Kooning, MMR, HLM 

Pete Magoun, MMR 

John Stevens 



Peter Youngblood, MMR 

 

Region and National Conventions 

(Only those Regional conventions occurring in the next three 
months are listed) 

 

Sep-13-16:Pacific Southwest, 
Ontario, CA 
Sep 14-17: North Central Region, 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Sep 16-17: Australasia Region, 
Adelaide, South Australia 

Oct 12-15: Mid-Eastern Region, 
Harrisburg, PA 

Oct 27-29: British Region, Derby, 
UK 

Nov 9-12: Northeastern Region, 
Newport, RI 

Aug 5-12, 2018: National 
Convention, Kansas City, MO 

 

Newest Master Model Railroaders 

 

Jerry Michnewicz, #594 
Mathew Thompson, #595 
John Diamond, #596 
Justin Maguire, Jr., #597 

 

In an upcoming issue of NMRA Magazine 

 
 

 2017 National Contest 
results 

 2017 NMRA President's 
Award for Service to the 
Division winners 

 Let's build a layout room 
 

 Atlas F7 sound decoder 
installation 

 

    

 
 

Walking the Old Air Line Railroad in East Hampton CT September 10 2017 
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