Volume 18, Issue 2

April 2017 – June 2017

Volume 18, issue 3 of THE FLYER is scheduled for publication by June 30, 2017.
If anyone has an article, story or anything else that they would like to have published in the next issue of THE FLYER
please send it to Ron Pelletier at nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net as soon as possible.
Please visit our website at http://www.nutmegdivision.com
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From the Desk of the Superintendent and Treasurer, James Mayo:
jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
Treasurer’s report; here are the division’s transactions for the past year:
Check
Number

Date

Check
Amount

Ron Pelletier, postage
10/10/2016 expenses.

119

$7.10

2/17/2016

Greg lane
Ron Pelletier, postage
expenses.

120

$50.00

121

$16.62

James Mayo, state filing
deposit from donations &
merchandise

122

$50.00

Wheeler Library
deposit regional
distribution
NMRA, Rail Pass Mike
Messick

123

124

$9.95

125

$189.19

4/15/2016

David Abrames
Ron Pelletier, postage
expenses.

126

$35.94

5/21/2016

Wheeler Library

127

$50.00

2/17/2016
2/29/2016
2/17/2016
3/21/2016
3/30/2016
4/4/2016
4/15/2016

5/21/2016
6/16/2016
9/20/2016
9/30/2016

void
deposit from donations &
merchandise
First Congregational
Church of Madison
deposit regional
distribution & donations

10/10/2016 check order
Ron Pelletier, postage
8/29/2016 expenses.
12/10/2016 Walt Stone
Ron Pelletier, postage
12/10/2016 expenses.

$0.00
$50.00
$0.00

128

130

Deposit
Amount
$
$
$
$
$
46.12
$
$
187.76

$
$19.90 19.90
$
39.00
$75.00
$
235.94
$41.95

129

$9.97

101

$50.00

102

$16.09
$
45.00

12/29/2016 deposit from donations
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Balance
$
2,039.32
$
1,989.32
$
1,972.70
$
1,922.70
$
1,968.82
$
1,918.82
$
2,156.58
$
2,146.63
$
1,957.44
$
1,921.50
$
1,871.50
$
1,871.50
$
1,910.50
$
1,835.50
$
2,071.44
$
2,029.49
$
2,019.52
$
1,969.52
$
1,953.43
$
1,998.43

Superintendent’s Report
As to the end of term report, what have I said that I would want to repeat? Thanks to the
other members or the board: John Gamm, Greg Lane, David Abrames, Pete Luchini and Ron
Pelletier. It is my humble opinion that Ron Pelletier deserves a medal for keeping the board in
line (herding cats) for eight years (I’m pretty sure). Also thanks go out to the membership that
has turned out to our adventures as we wander around our division and nearby areas.
So for our next meeting we are traveling once again to Hampden County in
Massachusetts. We are off to Palmer Mass and meeting at the Amherst Railway Society’s
Headquarters there. It’s my hope that we continue to move our events around the division so
we can meet other members and see other layouts and maybe operate on them.
What am I going to do next? I will be working with the Amherst Railway Society (for full
disclosure, I am a member) to get clinicians for the Railroad Hobby Show (that’s the pokey
little train show at the end of between football games). It’s the one (big) place that nearly
everyone that likes trains goes to. So why not get all the numerous groups together,
represent and present their prospective ideas on our great hobby. We are all fishing in the
same pond, so why don’t we all work together, and what better place to do that. That’s the
plan, I will either fail miserably and be asked to not ever do this again or … wish me luck.
So that’s my last “From the Desk of the Superintendent”, I didn’t say the same line
twice, I didn’t forget the punch line and I made it to the end. My apologies to John Mayall.
James Mayo
Superintendent
Nutmeg Division

From the Desk of the Layout Tour Coordinator Greg Lane:
gkamlane@comcast.net

Layout Tour Update and Call for Layouts, March, 2017
Your layout tour coordinator has been working on upcoming junkets to whet your appetites and to encourage meeting
attendance. First, a brief report on layouts recently visited:
Thanks to John Sacerdote and Brian Whiton, we had the opportunity to admire some top-notch layouts this past October.
Simply awesome! December brought us a host of non-member tinplate layouts, plus that of my own. Those that made
the rounds reported being most impressed and appreciated the diversity in the ways people express their love for trains.
February was somewhat overshadowed somewhat by the overnight snowstorm, but those who attended the New Haven
Society of Model Engineers in the historic Wallingford station got treated to seeing a state-of-the art layout under
construction. Impressive was the ribbon lighting and double helix. We thank Lou and the club members for hosting our
visit, and to Kaylee Zheng for making the arrangements.
What’s next? We will visit two great layouts in the Palmer area, where our regular meeting will take place. Beyond that,
we are set for June but need member help for August, October and December.
th

April 8 in the Palmer Massachusetts area: See below. More details will be in the upcoming meeting announcement.
 Dick Joyce is going to open his layout, the Ingleside & Oakdale. It is fully sceniced, double deck, and features
lots of detail in a freelance layout. There are three videos that you can view on Trainmasters at:
http://trainmasters.tv/search/node/dick%20joyce%20layout
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Tom Laware will open his new to us 1950’s Boston & Maine Conn River Line layout. This layout is double
decked in parts, under construction with buildings and scenery in progress. Tom’s layout is a point to point
freelance 1950's layout of Boston and Maine's Springfield, Mass to White River Jct., Vt. line. It features 260 feet
of mainline with staging yards at both ends.

June 10th: Torrington. Plans are underway to tour an outdoor, live steam operation which also has an indoor, O-scale
layout. We are also planning a return trip to the Torrington Club’s very nicely finished facility (not too many Nutmeggers
made it there this past August), where we are coordinating with club members Dave Owens and Tim and Melissa
Sweeny. Two layouts (modular HO and N) are incorporated into the club’s own facility, where many scenes reflect the
industrial heritage of the Naugatuck Valley.
Call for layouts to tour later in 2017: We really need some “fresh blood” layouts from the Nutmeg regulars. The roster
of 2016 layouts consisted almost entirely of non-member layouts or layouts of club members who rarely attend our regular
meetings. I am running out of ideas and resources and hate to wear out our welcome with those who regularly offer.
C’mon guys, where are you? Let me hear from you (GKAMLane@comcast.net) for opportunities in August, October and
December. Committing now will certainly motivate you to get that project moving again!  I look forward to hearing from
you.
Greg Lane Nutmeg Division Layout Tour Coordinator

From Communication Manager, Newsletter Editor, Membership
Manager, Ronald Pelletier
nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Breaking News:
Keep the date open Saturday May 6 2017 for the Bill Townsend
Live Auction a $35,000 collection of books, HO and American
Flyer at the Amherst Railway Society Headquarters in Palmer
Massachusetts.
From 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM will be the buy me now portion
including the preview of the auction items. From 2:00 PM to
4:00 PM will be the live Auction.
Watch your e-mails in the coming weeks for more detailed
information.
The net issue of the newsletter is scheduled for publication by June 30, 2017. So if anyone has an article, story
or anything else that they would like to have published in the next issue of THE FLYER please send it to Ron
Pelletier at nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net as soon as possible

Notice of Voting for New Director
th

At the April 8 2017 event for the Nutmeg Division we will be voting in a new director as James Mayo’s second
term will be ending. If you or someone you know would be willing to put their name in for nomination and are
willing to provide some guidance and knowledge to the Nutmeg Division, please contact Ronald Pelletier at
nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net as soon as possible so that we can provide your name to the
membership. With only a total of three voting members of the BOD we really need someone to volunteer.
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The Nutmeg Division has a total of three voting members of the Board of Directors. Each director serves for a
three year term. In April of each year, one of the three directors term will expire, so there will be a vote in April of
each year to either select a new director for a three year term or to re-elect the outgoing director if that person
has so decided to stay on for another term of three years. After that vote, a second vote will then be taken in
regards to which Director will become the New Superintendent for the next year.
James Mayo was re-elected as Superintendent in April 2016.
James Mayo’s (second) term as director ends in April 2017
Greg Lane’s (first official) term as director ends in April 2018
John Gamm’s (first) term as director ends in April 2019

Modular Layout Group
Some of you may be aware that the Nutmeg division (a number of years ago tried to create a HO Scale modular
layout group but that did not fare too well.
If you should be interested in joining a modular lay out group you may want to consider the Mohegan-Pequot
Model Railroad Club. This organization actually has two modular groups with a third in the design stages.
They currently have two operating modular layouts – our biggest is the HO scale layout and followed by our G
scale layout. Since the layouts are modular, they can be arranged in a variety of shapes (oval, L, and U) as well as
sizes and can fill areas as small as 12′x12′ to as large as 42′x72′. It generally takes 3-8 hours to set up the layout
and 2-3 hours to break down after a show. The third layout group in the beginning stages is the O-Gauge.
For more information you can contact the Mohegan-Pequot Model Railroad Group at http://www.mprr.org. Their
next modular layout show will be at the Connecticut Valley Model Railroad Club’s Spring Train Show in North
th
Sutton NH on April 9 2017.

NEW SIG
If you are not aware of it there is a new SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP called the STEEL MILL MODELERS SIG and
their website is www.smmsig.org. They will also have their Annual Steel Mill Modelers Meet on August 13 – 16
2017 in Bethlehem Pennsylvania.

Need for Volunteers
The HUB Division’s Spring TRAINing show is fast approaching. Bill Barry the HUB Headlight Editor is looking for
volunteers to fill various positions. If you are planning on attending the Spring TRAINing show and would like to
volunteer please contact Bill Barry at wbarry@dmberg.com for a listing of clinics and clinic schedule please visit
http://www.hubdiv.org/springshow/clinics.htm

Articles / Stories /Letters
It is with sad news that I inform you that W. Cliff Coutinho of New Bedford Massachusetts passed away on Feb
23, 2017 after a long illness. He was a long time member of the Little Rhody Division. To read Cliff’s obituary
please click on the following link. http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=W.+CliffCoutinho&lc=1145&pid=184244572&mid=7306442
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CTDOT Announces $50 Million in Additional Funding for NHHS Rail Program
Funds will Support CTrail Hartford Line Service
Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) Commissioner James P. Redeker today announced that the
State Bond Commission had approved $50 million in additional funding for the New-Haven-Hartford-Springfield
(NHHS) Rail Program during its February 1, 2017 meeting.
The funding will support the design and environmental permitting for new CTrail Hartford Line stations in North
Haven, Newington, West Hartford, Windsor, Windsor Locks and Enfield as well as 7.5 miles of double track from
Windsor to Enfield. This funding will also support the construction of approximately 4 miles of double track
between Hartford and Windsor, which is currently underway.
Commissioner Redeker stated, “The funding approved by the State Bond Commission reinforces our State’s
continued commitment to providing new regional passenger rail service on the Hartford Line, which will become
the newest component of a robust and vibrant multi-modal regional transportation system.”
Scheduled to launch in 2018, the CTrail Hartford Line will offer more frequent, convenient and faster passenger
rail service between New Haven, Hartford and Springfield by increasing the number of round trip trains from six
daily Amtrak intercity and regional trains to a total of 17 round trip trains a day to Hartford, and 12 trains per day
to Springfield. The majority of the existing rail stations will be replaced and several new stations will be built.
The expanded service and new stations are expected to increase ridership, improve the high speed and
passenger rail system serving the northeast, expand intermodal transportation options, encourage economic
development and create more livable and sustainable communities.
Future updates on the status and location of construction activities will be provided on the NHHS Rail Program
website at www.nhhsrail.com, Facebook, Twitter and by email. To receive email updates, please register on the
NHHS Rail Program website.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THIS TYPE OF TRESSPASSER I CAN HANDLE AND WOULD ALLOW
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Thursday, November 9 thru Sunday, November 12, 2017, the Little Rhody Division will host "Rails to the Gilded
Age", the 2017 NMRA North Eastern Region (NER) Convention. The convention will take place at the new Atlantic
Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Middletown, RI. The convention will offer modeling clinics, modeling
contests, layout tours, operating sessions, prototype tours, and non-rail activities for NMRA members and their
families.
Running this convention will require many volunteers, some before the convention and some during the
convention. We need your help to make this convention the best that it can be.

Some of the jobs include:











Helping staff the registration table to provide information on Newport and relieve the regional registrar
once in a while.
Staffing the raffle and hospitality room, bringing food to share, selling tickets, and keeping people
informed about activities.
Working the clinic rooms, introducing the clinics, making sure that the AV systems are working properly,
and making sure that clinics end on time
Helping people with layout tours, including staffing the various open houses to ensure that the entire
burden is not on the person hosting the layout.
Publicity, including posting flyers, information, and otherwise encouraging people to attend.
Staffing booths at various train shows, both for the division outreach and the convention outreach.
Assisting where necessary in the contest room.
Selling drink tickets for the reception.
Maintaining lines of communication back to the convention central location.
Helping with tours, including organizing car pools and ensuring that everyone has tickets that they need.
This is an on the ground job at the convention.
Contacting local businesses about advertising in the program book.
Contacting vendors for donations for the raffle.




This list is just a start. There is much to do and we need you help. If you can help with advance planning or for
just a few hours during the convention, please let me know what you are interested in doing and I will add you to
the list.
Thank you,
Linda Bergemann
Membership Chair
Little Rhody Division NMRA
lbergemann@aol.com
401-322-9946
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The following article was copied from the JAN – MAR 2017 issue No.264 of “THE COUPLER” the official
publication of the Northeastern Region of the NMRA.
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An opportunity to ride on some rare mileage tracks
and photo opportunity
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Please Click Here for more tour information
FREE LAYOUT TOUR #17 will be April 8 2017
SATURDAY April 8th 2017 from 10:00am - 4:00pm Note layout #13 CN Plymouth Sub will be open 8 AM till 5 PM
Look for Orange signs with layout number

For the most current listing of all of the layouts please
click on the following link

http://www.layouttour.com/2017LayoutTour.pdf
The Providence Northern Model Railroad Club
The club is offering HO-scale Bowser X31 Wagon-top kits for sale. This is a fantasy
car based on a railroad that existed in the late 1800s through 1907. It comes with
metal wheels and Kadee-compatible couplers with metal knuckle springs. The build
date of the car is 6-37. Cars are available at the club (1175 West Shore Road,
Warwick, RI) or on their website (http://www.providencenorthern.com). Selling price is
$18.
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A Drone Flies Over Colorado… Indescribably beautiful‼

https://vimeo.com/186483277
The above information was provided by Seeley Kellogg

New England / Northeast Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet
In Association with the Amherst Railway Society
Hello all:
We re hard at work on the 2017 NERPM, which will again be at the Holiday Inn Springfield South in Enfield, Conn.
on Friday and Saturday, June 2-3 2017.
We hope you can make it!
Friday and Saturday will again feature clinics, the model display and select vendors. We will have a clinic list and
schedule available shortly.
For this year we have a program scheduled for Thursday evening for early arrivers. We will have information
about that event at the hotel.
This year we are trying to regain some of that Collinsville feel in the Meadowview room. That’s where models
and vendors were last year.
This year it will be models, non-selling manufacturers and historical societies. The result will be a more relaxed
atmosphere where people can pull up a chair and talk about the models on display. Please bring your models to
show!
Vendors will include Funaro & Camerlengo, Bob’s Photo, Ron’s Books, Shortline Model Products, The Hobby
Gallery, Tom’s Trains, Greg Gordon, Mask Island Decals, Bethlehem Car Works, Minute Man Scale
Models/Scalecoat Paint, and several others. We also expect ESU/Loksound, Atlas, Rapido and several historical
societies to attend.
If you need lodging, we hope you‘ll consider staying at the hotel as room nights help us cover the cost of the
meet. The more the better!
If you have trouble with the hotel’s online registration, please call the hotel. Rooms are available!
Information is on our website, www.nerpm.org.
We also have online registration and payment for the first time this year. Again, the link is on our website.
Thanks!
Dave Owens and the NERPM Team
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Steam In The Garden
How I Built a Garden Railroad and Why
By: George M. Adamo
I took another sip of my coffee and got ready for the run to Three Sisters. The sky was blue and the birds were
singing as I got the old Heisler fueled up and ready for the trip. The gentle early June breeze stirred the leaves
on the trees and promised a clear day and a pleasant run. I took the controls, and signaled two short blasts to
warn the brakeman. I pulled past the switch leading into Vatros, the brakeman threw the switch, and I gave three
short blasts and backed onto the mixed train I would be hauling down the line. In a few minutes (or seconds if
you’re not on a fast clock) I would be blowing for the deck bridge crossing Little Creek headed for the Lucky Fool
Mine.

The Why
The location for this very real fun, albeit with a strong element of fantasy, is our back yard garden railroad.
Arguably, the setting for this action will always be more realistic than the common basement variety of model
railroad because it takes place outdoors in the real world, with real rocks, surrounded by real plants, with real
engineering challenges, as you will see if you continue on this journey with me. A typical run requires walking
the track alongside the engine, throwing switches as required. The mild exercise and fresh air are always
welcome.
Building it also requires fresh air and much more exercise. I have found the effort well rewarded by the results.
Scenery is made of real living plants, dirt and rocks. The railroad is also populated by chipmunks and goldfish,
visited by raccoons and deer. For some strange reason the ants enjoy using the rails as a highway. I guess the
walking is easier which means a lot if you have six legs.
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To me all model railroading should give scope to our imaginations and free rein to our fantasy. The garden
railroad, for some reason, also seems to bring out the whimsical in us. It may be that the real world setting
brings out our playful humor more readily than our fully controlled basement empires. The more successful
garden railroads I have seen are simple in scope, modest in trackage and equipment. The locomotives and cars
are big. They are also expensive. The railroad will require a good deal of dirt and rock to be moved about. All
these considerations argue for simplicity. The modest short line and small narrow gauge train look seems to
lend itself very well to the laid back enjoyment I am seeking in the garden.
I took the inspiration for my railroad from the Angels Branch of the Sierra Railroad.
(http://www.abandonedrails.com/Angels_Branch) Inspiration only as my track plan has no switchbacks. The
main resemblance is a wooden truss bridge spanning a walkway that naturally divides the railroad into two
sections. This enhances the feeling that the train actually goes somewhere as it moves from one end of the line
to the other. I was after simplicity so a loop to loop plan with a single siding inside each loop would be simple
but easy to operate. I wanted to feature a wooden truss bridge because I like the way they look. I also wanted
stone or concrete viaducts as I like the way they look too. Small locomotives and short rolling stock rounded out
my list of “druthers” as the late great John Armstrong would term my preferences.
The Where
I already had a spot in the back yard picked out for a location. I chose a shady, breezy spot as I wanted a
comfortable place to be during the hotter weeks of the summer. As it turns out the shady location limits the
choice of plantings. A location balancing sun and shade may have allowed a more varied choice of foliage. After
visiting my aunt Phyllis and seeing her garden, I wanted a water feature. Even a small water feature can add
charm. Mine is about 48 inches in diameter. Now that I had a general idea it was time to send out the surveying
party
The Survey
Although I had given a lot of thought to the general location for the railroad, I needed to see if I could actually
locate a feasible right of way given the constraints of grade and curvature. A set of engineering standards was
required. Basement railroaders and track planners should not be strangers to this process but there are some
unique considerations in the garden. I had heard that long tunnels are a bad idea as they tend to become homes
for animals. Similarly cuts accumulate lots of leaves and other debris requiring lots of cleaning. To give my
back a little break I wanted to locate the tracks on a low wall. I settled on 2% maximum grade, a 48 inch minimum
radius, no cuts or tunnels but several bridges or viaducts to create interest. With these standards in mind, I
gathered my tools:








A radius template made from 1 inch blue foam representing 20 degrees of a 48 inch radius circle.
A bundle of survey stakes from the local lumber yard.
About 30 feet of ½ inch clear plastic tubing
Some blue vegetable dye.
Some duct tape
A funnel
A marker

Later, I found the blue dye in the water was so light it added nothing to visibility but tended to discolor the
tubing, making reading the level harder. I dispensed with it.
I drove a stake into the ground at each end of the proposed location of the railroad and taped an end of the clear
tubing to each stake. I taped the funnel into one end of the tubing and filled the tubing with water to which I had
added some blue dye. Immediately I ran into trouble. All the water seemed to run out of the opposite end of the
tubing. The level at the end I was filling did not come up to the level I wanted for the roadbed, about 24 inches
above ground. I had forgotten that water flows downhill!
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The end of the tubing into which I was pouring the water was much higher than the opposite end. All the water I
added was pouring out before I could get to the level I wanted for the track at the end where I started. I taped
another stake onto what was now clearly the low end and raised the end of the tubing up nearly to eye level. I
was now able to find a level at each end on the stakes. I cut a notch into the stakes at the level point indicated by
the level of the water in the tubing and colored it with a marker for visibility. I called this mark Datum. I sited two
more stakes at likely locations along the envisioned right of way and moved the end of the tubing to each to
establish two more Datum points. From these marks all other points along the right of way can be measured.
Measurements are made as either a plus or minus from Datum to ground level. I was now able to measure
ground level at any point between the datum stakes by stringing a line between stakes and measuring from the
line to the ground. If I followed my initial plan, the ground level at the far end of the right of way was such that I
would need a five foot wall to support the roadbed! Clearly the plan would need adjustment faced with the
challenges of the terrain.
Overcoming The Terrain Challenges
How thrilling! I was faced with the same sort of engineering challenges real railroad engineers faced. My right of
way would be a product of the ingenuity and compromise necessary to overcome these challenges! I felt a new
appreciation for William Hamilton Newell, Grenville Dodge and Herman Haupt. Later on, during construction, I
would come to appreciate the graders and the Gandy Dancers who did the physical construction as well
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3r_cI3kYYhM). After considering the contour of the ground, the maximum
grade desired, and the height of wall I could build, I knew I needed to adjust the height of one end of the railroad
down to ground level and measure the grade to the opposite end to see if I could stay within the two percent
desired. If not, I would need to resort to switchbacks as at the real Angels Branch. It was time to locate the right
of way.
Laying Out The Route
The best and easiest method I found to lay out the right of way is to lay a garden hose on the ground and move it
around until it lies where you want it. For this you will need good rubber garden hose for flexibility. This is the
only kind to use anyway in my not-so-humble opinion. Using a string, a nail, and a pencil, in a process familiar to
most model railroaders, I laid out a 48 inch radius curve on a sheet of blue foam insulation. A laid out another
radius about two inches inside of that and cut out a couple of templates whose outer radius was 48 inches and
whose inner radius was 46 inches. I used these templates to guide the placement of the curves in the hose. By
starting at ground level at the highest point of the proposed right of way I laid out the loop and the mainline as far
as the hose would reach. I placed a stake to mark this location.
I measured around the loop and divided this distance in half as the grade through the loop has to ascend away
from the loop switch to summit and descend back to the loop switch. I added the distance to the end of the hose.
Then I moved my hose to measure the next section. In this way I was able to get the approximate length of the
line from the loop midpoint to loop midpoint. Multiply this distance by two percent and you will have the
maximum height difference between the two endpoints. By doing this and measuring down to ground level I
determined that by maintaining a bit less than a two percent grade I could maintain a maximum of 40 inches of
height above ground level at the lowest ground level point. This would require a 40 inch wall for only a short
distance. I felt I could handle the block size required to build a stable wall of this height. The higher the wall the
heavier the block needed to achieve stability.
By fixing the preferred route through the end loops and moving the grade transition point, I was able to extend
the distance from end point to end point and mitigate the grade a bit further. The steeper part of the hill becomes
the downhill direction through the loop. Minimizing the average grade is important as it is an average. That
means there will be steeper as well as less steep sections. Given the need for vertical transitions, this will more
likely give a maximum near the target grade. I now knew that if I maintained a two percent maximum grade over
the railroad right of way I could overcome the terrain obstacles and build a railroad over which my model engines
could operate. It was now time to settle on a construction method and break ground.
The How
I am a big fan of the spline method of railroad construction indoors so I felt it would be a good idea to adapt the
concepts to outdoor construction. I learned from my study of the building of real railroads that one technique to
speed completion was to build a trestle to move the line forward and then use the tracks to bring in fill later,
burying the trestle and turning the right of way into a raised embankment. This sounded like a good way to build
as I would establish the right of way first and then face the wall and fill in to fit the track bed.
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I was concerned about the effect of frost heaves on the roadbed, after all this is New England where the
temperature can vary by as much as 100 degrees Fahrenheit in a year. After a lot of study on the internet and
consultation with friends who are engineers and architects I came up with an idea I thought I might like to try. I
was developing this method as I went along so lessons were learned. One of the reasons for writing this article
is to pass on those lessons and document what I feel is an efficient and durable methodology for this climate.
I started by marking off a straight section of the path of the right of way of the ground level loop as determined
by the hose at 30 inch intervals. I used some down marker spray paint for this; a spray can cleverly designed to
spray downward. If you remember the survey, this part of the route is ironically the highest part of the route
relative to Datum even though it is at ground level. Actually it is slightly above ground level as I had no desire to
trench out clearance for the spline roadbed, (photo of spline roadbed section)
I dug holes at the marked points with my post-hole digger to a depth of about 4 inches, enough to get below the
turf and surface roots. I bought some 10 foot ½ inch re-bar at the lumber yard and had them make two cuts to
yield three 40 inch lengths per 10 foot length of re-bar. I drove the 40 inch re-bar into the ground in each of the
holes almost all the way down to ground level. I had some scrap aluminum pipe laying around with a 1.5 inch
outer diameter but I soon discovered that 1 ¼ inch plastic pipe has an O. D. of 1 ½ inch and was much cheaper
and easier to work with. This diameter places the splines about 45mm apart which is G gauge.
(https://flexpvc.com/Reference/PVCPipeSize.shtml) I placed short lengths of pipe over the re-bar, mixed some
cement, and filled the inside of the pipe to the top of the re-bar, using a short length of re-bar as a tool to tamp
down the concrete around the pipe and a level to plumb the pipe. I back filled the shallow hole with concrete to
set the pipe. I used a dry, stiff mixture so that the pipe would hold plumb while setting. I started my footings in a
straight section as I intended to use the natural flex of the spline to site the posts through the curves.
I first made the splines from ¾ inch pressure treated planks but soon discovered the PVC material Azek. This
material is perfect for the splines and spacers. It does not rot. It is flexible. It can be bonded with plastic pipe
cement. It will hold track nails. The splines are made from ¾ inch x 6 inch planks. By making 2 rip cuts through
these planks with the table saw 3 splines of approximately 1 ¾ inch x ¾ inch are produced. Cross cutting some
of this spline material into 1 ½ inch lengths will yield a supply of spacers which will be used to join the two
splines together in the lengths between the posts.
I needed a large quantity of clamps to locate and assemble the splines onto the posts and hold the spacers inplace while the PVC pipe cement set up. I made some up for this special purpose using wood splines, a wood
end block, some reinforced packing tape, a carriage bolt and wing nut.
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I needed to make another tool, a grade finder. I cut a nice straight piece of scrap wood at least 1 ½ inches wide
to a length of 25 inches. You can get fancy and put a spline across the ends with slotted holes and ¼ inch
graduated lines on it which will enable you to adjust to find various grades or you can get simple as I did and just
glue a narrow strip ½ inch thick across the end. I place a torpedo level on top and place the grade finder on the
spline roadbed. If the bubble shows level the grade is 2%. A 2% grade is a rise of two inches in 100 inches.
Twenty-five inches is ¼ of 100 inches. Two inches divided by 4 is ½ inch. If the bubble is off in the uphill
direction the grade is more than 2% and needs to be adjusted. This level of precision was adequate for my
purposes.
Now I was ready to build some roadbed. I gathered my tools and supplies:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Several lengths of 1 ¼ PVC pipe
Several lengths of 40 inch x ½ inch re-bar
PVC cement
Grade finder
Radius gauge
Several ¼ x 3 ½ inch carriage bolts and nuts
Adjustable Wrench
Cordless drill and ¼ inch drill bit
Several lengths of ½ inch re-bar
Torpedo level
Heavy hammer
Clamps
Post hole digger
Cement
Wheel Barrow
Shovel

I started with a straight section, or as we say in railroad engineering, a tangent section. Two points define a
straight line so I started with two of the posts set plumb and cemented to the re-bar as discussed above. I
clamped a length of spline to the posts using the grade finder to set the grade desired. I found the eight foot
lengths convenient to handle. You can drill through this first spline and first posts and temporarily bolt them to
the posts. The post can and should be somewhat higher than the top of the spline. The extra post will be cut off
later to the level of the splines. I began to find my curve by bending the spline around, using my marked out
right of way as a guide. The beauty of the spline method is that the spline material itself tends to form its own
easements and sweeping curves. I drove a re-bar deep enough into the ground to hold a spline where I wanted
my curve to run. I used the radius gauge to be sure I did not make the curve too tight at any point. I also used
the grade finder to maintain the desired grade. Of necessity you will be measuring a chord of the curve as the
grade finder is straight and rigid. This not a bad thing as the friction on the flanges adds load to a train in a curve
so a slightly more conservative grade is desirable. When I had this first spline where I wanted it I released the
clamps so I could dig in my posts. Remember to leave them a bit long and don't fill them to the top. Just fill
enough to set the re-bar and plumb them up.
The next day the cement had hardened enough to finish my first section of roadbed. I re-established my spline
alignment checking with the grade tool and the radius templates. I clamped the splines against the posts at the
desired level. By leaving the post a little long I had allowed room for adjustment. I learned to make a pencil mark
as a guide line for finding the correct level quickly. It is very important at this juncture to level the roadbed
across the two splines. I did this by placing the torpedo level at right angles across the splines. I used two of my
clamps; one on either side of a post, to make sure my alignment would not shift. When my section was aligned
where I wanted it, I drilled a ¼ inch hole through the pipe and the splines. This is why I did not fill the pipe to the
top with cement. I bolted the splines to the pipe with a quarter inch galvanized carriage bolt. I cemented some
spacers about every 12 to 16 inches between the splines taking care to level across the splines with the torpedo
level. I found that a long continuous spacer section between splines in straight sections helped maintain my
tangent track alignment and fix the starting point for the curves. When I had a section completed to this point I
cut of my pipes to spline level and back filled with cement. This made the posts completely rigid.
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The next step is to bury the roadbed in cement. Did I hear a groan? Did I hear an “Oh that is too much over
engineering”? As I started at ground level I originally felt the same way. I back filled with crushed stone around
the splines. After the first winter half the crushed stone had disappeared. After some discussions with others,
including some civil engineers and architects, I realized I would have to bury the roadbed in cement to provide an
erosion proof roadbed. Another benefit which cannot be over stated is the elimination of weeds growing through
the track. The reduction in maintenance alone is worth the effort. I found it only necessary to fill to from a depth
slightly below the splines to the top of the splines. I use sand mix for this as it finishes off nicely. Concrete
works too. The splines act as a reinforcement for the cement so there is no cracking and the finished product is
very strong. After four years of fighting weeds I went back to my original sections, excavated, poured cement,
and re-laid the track.
I continued building in this way all around the loop at the high point of the railroad, ironically at or near ground
level. Although my grade was descending, the contour of the ground was dropping so that my track level was
becoming higher above the level of the ground. The post and re-bar support system was strong enough to
support track on its own but I did not want the finished product to look like a railroad on stilts. I needed some
way of forming a trough under the track to contain my poured roadbed and the core of a wall that I could later
face with stone. I found the answer in expanded metal, https://www.grainger.com/category/ecatalog/N-1z0de5q. I
placed concrete block over and between the posts. I back filled with rubble, gravel and concrete. After bolting
on the spline roadbed, I cut strips of expanded metal to fill the gap between the top of the roadbed and the block
and rubble fill. I fixed the expanded metal in place with concrete anchor screws. I now had a trough to accept my
concrete roadbed fill. I discovered that I could use this expanded metal to stabilize my inner core wall material to
a height of several feet if I plastered the surface with cement to make it rigid. This gave me flexibility when
building the higher core walls.
Now that I had completed the hard work and the foundation for a stable outdoor railroad was well begun, I could
lay some track. This will likely be a familiar process for the modelers reading this memoir. I settled on using
stainless steel wire nails to spike the track down to the splines. Galvanized nails tend to corrode a bit over time
and become difficult to remove if re-alignment is needed. The position of the splines under the rails gives good
support makes spiking easy. I very firmly believe in battery powered locomotives outdoors so there were no
wiring considerations to get in the way of the fun. Sections of spline roadbed left above ground, suitably
detailed, and painted and black make easy deck girder bridges; see the photo of the Little Creek Bridge below.
Concrete viaducts and bridge approaches are realistically made by pouring concrete into homemade molds. A
scenic environment is provided by selecting and encouraging scale looking ground covers and picturesque rock
arrangements. It may seem like a lot of work but it provides healthy outdoor work in fresh air and a new
appreciation for what it means to build a railroad.

The Album
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The photo on the previous page is a view of the upper loop spline roadbed as described in the article. Note the
section of overlap in the spine material at the lower right corner. This is how to join sections of spline together.
The next photo shows the cement poured around the splines forming the solid roadbed. There is no problem
pouring a section at a time. The cement sections join together readily. Troweling the surface level with the
spines is easy.
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Here is the section ballasted with crushed stone. The crushed stone is mixed with thinnest tile adhesive dry and
then sprayed with a fine mist of water in the familiar bonded ballast method. I am still experimenting with the
correct proportions of adhesive to gravel. This is two parts gravel to one part adhesive.

This photo shows the use of expanded metal on the un-faced section of core wall to the left. The viaduct
approaches to the wooden truss bridge are cast from concrete.
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The large concrete viaduct is actually at the lowest elevation of the railroad.

New Members:
George Celedinas

Dennis Gurn

Georgia Nash

Re-Rail Members:
No Re-Rail members this reporting period

Dear new members and Re-rail members: “Thank you for joining the NMRA and the Nutmeg
Division

Achievement Program: Certificates Awarded in the last six months.
ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL
Peter McKenney

Seacoast Division

James Homoki

Garden State Division

Craig Bisgeier

Garden State Division

ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER
CHIEF DISPATCHER
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MASTER BUILDER PROTOTYPE
MODELS
Robert Hamm MMR

Hudson Berkshire Division

MODEL RAILROAD AUTHOR
James Homoki
Richard Breton

Garden State Division
Seacoast Division

Congratulations to all certificate recipients
Birthday Announcements
April
John Bassano
Susan Cooley
Walter Kress
Larry Southwick

Louis Beres
Ted Curtin
Bruce Marcus
Blaise Vece

Charlie Bettinger
John Jones
Tom Murray
Robin Weaver

William Carter
Gary Cooley
Joe Kelly
James Kennedy
Bill Ridgway
Robyn Rouelle

Bob Branagan
David Harris
George Roraback
Sarge Tower

Paul Buckley
Carl Liba
Shirley Sabia

Paul Carver
Richard Mulholland
Glenn Siter

Van Fehr
Joseph Orlando
C William Stamm

Charles Billmyer
Timothy Sweeney

George Gardner
Dan Ticson

John Knott
Richard Paskiewicz
James Trowbridge

May
Mark Granville
Carl Roberts
Jeff Thornton

June
Richard Slajda

LISTING OF ORGANIZATIONS IN THE NUTMEG DIVISION AND
THE BORDERING SISTER DIVISIONS
Please check http://www.nutmegdivision.com for the latest information.
The following organizations listed below have so many activities and special events during the course of the
year, that to list them all here would essentially be impossible. These activities and events are subject to change
(and they do often).
I strongly suggest that you click on any of the following links to get a wealth of possible activities for you to
enjoy. Better yet I would actually go to their individual websites and sign –up for their associated e-mail /
newsletter notifications.
These organizations are listed in alphabetical order.

Adirondack Scenic Railroad in Chadwicks New York
http://www.adirondackrr.com/adkrr/

Amherst Railway Society in Amherst MA
http://www.amherstrail.org and for their latest Newsletter click on the following link
http://www.amherstrail.org/ARS/news-newsletters.php
New ON-LINE STORE INFORMATION, click on the following link. http://www.amherstrail-store.org/
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Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum in Lenox MA (Hoosac Valley Train Rides
http://berkshirescenicrailroad.org/

The Boothbay Railway Village in Boothbay, Maine
http://railwayvillage.org/

Catskill Mountain Railroad in Kingston NY
http://cmrrevents.com/wordpress/

Cape Cod Central Railroad in Buzzards Bay MA
https://www.capetrain.com

Champlain Valley Transportation Museum & Kids Station
Plattsburgh New York
http://cvtmuseum.wix.com/cvt-museum#!

Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum in Willimantic CT
http://www.cteastrrmuseum.org/index.htm.

Connecticut Trolley Museum in East Windsor CT
http://ct-trolley.org/visit/admission.php. For special events click on the following link
http://www.ct-trolley.org/events/overview.php

Conway Scenic Railroad in North Conway Village NH
http://conwayscenic.com/

Danbury Railway Museum in Danbury CT
http://www.danbury.org/drm/index.htm . For special events click on the following link
http://www.danbury.org/drm/events.htm

The Downeast Scenic Railroad in Ellsworth, Maine
http://www.downeastscenicrail.org/ride/

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat in Essex CT
http://www.essexsteamtrain.com/

Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad Company and Museum
Portland Maine http://www.mainenarrowgauge.org/

Massachusetts Bay Railroad Enthusiasts
Whether your interest in railroading centers, on rail travel, photography, history, models or just a love of trains,
Mass Bay RRE may be for you! http://www.massbayrre.org/ for train excursions
http://www.massbayrre.org/events.htm#excur such as Roger Williams Zoo trip, Fall Foliage shoppers special,
Polar express and so much more

Mystic Valley Railway Society
http://www.mysticvalleyrs.org/index.html we are a non-profit educational corporation that is dedicated to educating the public
about transportation with an emphasis on railroads. Incorporated in 1970 with ten members, it has grown to have thousands of
members.
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The Naugatuck Railroad operated by the Railroad Museum of
Connecticut in Thomaston CT http://rmne.org/
Old Colony and Fall River Railroad Museum Inc
2 Water Street Fall River Massachusetts https://www.familydaysout.com/attractions-usa/old-colony-and-fall-riverrailroad-museum

Providence & Worcester Railfan Club & Museum
http://www.pwrfc.net

Providence & Worcester Railroad Excursions
http://www.pwrfc.net/excurtion.html

Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad
Phillips Maine http://www.srrl-rr.org/

Saratoga & North Creek Railway in North Creek NY
https://www.sncrr.com

Seashore Trolley Museum in Kennebunkport ME
http://trolleymuseum.org/

Shelburne Falls Trolley Museum in Shelburne Falls MA
http://www.sftm.org

Sono Switch Tower Museum in South Norwalk Ct
http://www.westctnrhs.org/tower.htm

The Shore Line Trolley Museum in East Haven CT
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org
http://shorelinetrolley.org/events/

Vermont Railway System (Green Mountain Railroad) in Burlington, VT
http://www.rails-vt.com/

The Wiscasset, Waterville and Farmington Railway Museum in Alna, Maine
http://wwfry.org/
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Calendar of Local Events for the Nutmeg Division
and the Bordering Divisions Including
National / Regional Conventions / Events
May or may not be NMRA sponsored
APR 6 – 8 2017

St. Louis Missouri
32nd Annual Sn3 Symposium at St. Louis Airport Marriott
Info at http://2017sn3symposium.com/

APR 8 2017

Blue Ridge Summit Pennsylvania
NMRA MER South Mountain Division and Mainline Hobby Supply Hosts
th
5 Annual Mini Con at the Blue Ridge Summit Fire Hall
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APR 8 2017

Dover New Hampshire
The Great Northern New England Train Show
Dover Lodge of Elks #184 https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/04/08/315/-/the-great-northern-new-england-train-show
APR 8 2017

Ipswich Massachusetts (each weekend in April)
The Railroad in Ipswich
Ipswich Museum https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/04/08/295/-/ma-the-railroad-in-ipswich
APR 8 2017

Wilmington Massachusetts
Boston Metro Hi-Railers Model Railroad Club Open House
5 Waltham Street http://www.bmhrc.com/Events.html

APR 8 – 9 2017

North Platte Nebraska
rd
23 Annual Train Show Presented by Nebraska West-Central Division MCR NMRA
D&N Event Center Contact Gene R. Tacey (308) 386-2489

APR 9 2017

North Sutton New Hampshire
The 2017 Dartmouth/Lake Sunapee Region Model Railroad Show
Kearsarge Regional Middle School http://cvrr.railfan.net/cvmrr/

APR 9 2017

Wayne New Jersey
The Wayne Train Show
Wayne P.A.L. Hall http://www.eastcoasttrainparts.com/wayne.htm

APR 12 2017

Palmer Massachusetts
Amherst Railway Society Headquarters
1130 South Main Street

Building on Our Foundation
On April 12, Amherst Railway Society President, John Sacerdote, will discuss the solid foundation that the
organization has built for railroad and model railroad enthusiasts. John will talk about the strong bonds
that the Railroad Hobby Show, the Belt Lines, and our grant program have created within the Railway
Society, and with the larger railroad community around us. He will also talk about the extraordinary
opportunities the Amherst Railway Society has to build on that foundation, and take the organization to the
next level. “One of the things I’ve learned in my years with Amherst is that we are a group of creative,
talented people,” says Sacerdote. “If we can pool that creativity, and our skills, there are all kinds of things
this organization can do. And that is what I want to talk about on April 12.”

Amherst Railway Society meetings are open to the public
APR 14 – 16 2017

Geelong Victoria Australia
th
13 Annual Australian Narrow Gauge Convention
http://www.austnarrowgaugeconvention.com/

APR 15 2017

Mansfield Ohio
“Extravaganza Train Show
PSA Firelands Extravaganza Firelands Society of Model Railroaders
Richland County Fairgrounds http://www.firelandstrainshow.com

APR 15 2017

North Conway New Hampshire
Opening Day at Conway Scenic Railroad
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/04/15/352//opening-day-at-conway-scenic-railroad
APR 15 2017

Riverview New Brunswick Canada
Moncton Model Railroad Show 2017
Coverdale Rec Center https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/04/15/354/-/nb-moncton-model-railroad-show-2017
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APR 19 – 23 2017

Bakersfield California
Daylight PCR Express Convention Pacific Coast Region Daylight Division
Double Tree by Hilton http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2017/

APR 21 – 23 2017

Long Island
2017 Island OPS http://islandops.org/index.html

APR 22 2017

Wellesley Massachusetts
HUB Division’s Spring TRAINing Show
Wellesley Community Center http://www.hubdiv.org

APR 22 2017

Port Clinton Pennsylvania
Budd RDC Fantrip sponsored by Lehigh Valley Chapter NRHS
Reading & Northern Railroad http://www.lehighlines.org/

APR 23 2017

Hooksett New Hampshire
Hooksett Train Show
Hooksett Cawley Middle School http://psmrc.org/

APR 27 – 29 2017

York Pennsylvania
Train Collectors Association Meet
337 Carlisle Ave http://easterntca.com/member-notice.htm

APR 28 – 30 2017

Rockford Illinois
2017 Midwest Spring Convention “GOLDEN RAILS”
Rock River Valley Division http://www.2017mwrconvention.com

APR 29 2017

Baldwin New York
Sunrise Trail Division NER Spring Meet
First Church Baldwin Methodist http://www.sunrisetraildiv.com

APR 29 2017

Topsham Maine
Spring Model Railroad Show
Mt Ararat High School www.greatfallsmodelrrclub.org

MAY 5 – 7 2017

Marlborough Massachusetts
New York Central System Historical Society 2017 NYCSHS Convention
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/

MAY 5 – 7 2017

Kitchener Ontario Canada
Grand River Express Model Railroad Convention Presented By: Niagara Frontier Region
Conestoga College, Doon Campus http://grandriverexpress.ca/

MAY 5 – 7 2017

Burnaby British Columbia Canada
Railway Modellers Meet of British Columbia
Simon Fraser University Burnaby Campus http://www.railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca

MAY 6 2017

Parma Ohio
PSA Train Collectors Association Lake Erie Chapter Presents “Spring Train Show”
UAW Hall tcalakeerie@gmail.com

MAY 6 2017

Contoocook New Hampshire
Contoocook Depot Model Railroad Show
American Legion https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/05/06/345/-/contoocook-depot-model-railroad-show
MAY 6 2017

Kennebunkport Maine
Opening Day Seashore Trolley Museum
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/05/06/329//opening-day-seashore-trolley-museum
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MAY 6 – 7 2017

Painesville Ohio
The Painesville Railroad Museum (aka NYC Painesville Depot)
Hosting Model Train Days
http://www.painesvillerailroadmuseum.org

MAY 6 – 7 2017

Taylor (Austin) Texas
Austin Area Train Show
Williamson County Expo Center https://www.centexnmra.org/trainshow.html

MAY 6 – 7 2017

Portland Maine
Train Days at Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad Co & Museum
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/5/6/343//train-days-at-maine-narrow-gauge-railroad-co-museum?pop=0
MAY 7 2017

Fishersville Virginia
st
31 Annual Shenandoah Valley Model Train & Railroading Show
Augusta Expoland http://www.acmrrc.org/annual-model-train-show/

MAY 7 2017

Wallingford Connecticut
2017 Train and Toy Show
Zandri’s Stillwood Inn http://classicshowsllc.com/

MAY 7 2017

Marlborough Massachusetts
2017 NYCSHS Convention https://nycshs.org/2017/01/28/2017-nycshs-convention/

MAY 12 – 13 2017

Scranton Pennsylvania
2017 Transportation History Exposition – Key Lock & Lantern Convention
Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel http://www.klnl.org/

MAY 13 2017

Colorado Springs Colorado
PPD NMRA Train Show and Swap Meet
Trinity United Methodist Church http://www.ppdnmra.com

MAY 13 2017

Bartlett New Hampshire
th
6 Annual Model Train & Craft Show
Bartlett Elementary School https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/05/13/304/-/6th-annual-model-train-craft-show
MAY 13 2017

Bridgewater New Jersey
Garden State Division and New Jersey Division joint Spring Meet
Blum 4-H Building http://www.nergsd.com/upcoming.html

MAY 18 – 20 2017

Allentown Pennsylvania
rd
23 National Model Trolley Meet Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex Charles Hall
http://eastpenn.org/meet2017.html

MAY 18 – 21 2017

Louisville Kentucky
Mid-Central Region Division 8 MCR
The PanAmerican
Galt House http://div8-mcr-nmra.org/site/2017PanAmerican/

MAY 18 – 21 2017

Ames Iowa
Thousand Lakes Region / Mid Continent Region 2017 Combined Convention
Quality Inn http://mcor-nmra.org/Conventions/index.php

May 19 – 20 2017

Allentown Pennsylvania
rd
23 National Model Trolley Meet
Allentown Fairgrounds http://www.eastpenn.org
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MAY 19 – 21 2017

Cheyenne Wyoming
2017 Cheyenne Depot Days
Presented by The Sherman Hill Model railroad Club and Cheyenne Depot Museum
http://shermanhillrails.org/

MAY 20 2017

East Windsor Connecticut
Fire Truck Show
Connecticut Trolley Museum and Connecticut Fire Museum
http://www.ct-trolley.org/events/FTS/FTS-17.htm

MAY 20 2017

Chester Massachusetts
th
Chester On Track 26 Anniversary for Chester on Track
th
17 Anniversary of the opening of the Western Railroad, now CSX Boston Line
Train show, Parade
Chester Massachusetts Railway Station & Museum
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/05/20/339/-

/ma-chester-on-track
May 20 – 21 2017

Jefferson Texas
Sixth Annual Jefferson Train Days & Model Train Show
Sponsored by the Jefferson & Cypress Bayou Model RR Club and Jefferson Historical Society &
Museum http://www.jeffersonmuseum.com

May 25 – 27 2017

Santa Clara California
th
th
27 Annual O Scale West and 12 Annual S Scale West
Hyatt Regency Santa Clara http://www.oscalewest.com

MAY 26 – 27 2017

Summerside Prince Edward Island Canada
Island Rails 2017 – MFMR Convention
Maritime Federation of Model Railroaders https://www.facebook.com/islandrails2017

MAY 27 2017

Phillips Maine
Opening Day at Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/05/27/350//opening-day-at-sandy-river-rangeley-lakes-rr
JUN 1 – 4 2017

Stamford Connecticut
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 2017 Convention
Stamford Marriott http://www.rlhs.org/Meetings/Current/

JUN 2 – 3 2017

Enfield Connecticut
New England / Northeast Railroad Prototype
Holiday INN http://nerpm.org/index.html

JUN

Spokane Washington
Spokane Falls Express 2017 Pacific Northwest Region
Hotel RL by Red Lion http://www.pnr5d.org/index_spokanefallsexpress2017.htm

7 – 10 2017

JUN 7 – 11 2017

Houston Texas
Lone Star Region
The Bayou City Limited
Houston Hilton Westchase http://www.bayoucitylimited.org/

JUN 8 – 11 2017

Durango Colorado
Animas Rails Annual NMRA Rocky Mountain 2017 Regional Convention
Durango Double Tree Hotel
http://www.rmr-nmra.org/RMRConvention2017/AnimasRails.html

JUN 9 – 10 2017

Birmingham Alabama
Crossroads of Dixie 2017 SER Convention
Bessemer Civic Center http://www.2017serconvention.com/
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JUN 10 2017

Washington Junction Hancock Maine
Touch a Train
Hosted by New England Steam Corporation, which is restoring Maine Central's 4-6-2 #470
the last operating steam locomotive on the MEC
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/06/10/358/-

/touch-a-train-20017
JUN 19 – 24 2017

Buffalo New York
Big Train Operator Club Convention
Holiday Inn Buffalo International Airport http://bigtrainoperator.com/Info/Buffalo.shtml

JUN 20 – 24 2017

Nashville Tennessee
NRHS 2017 Convention
Nashville Airport Hotel http://nrhs.com/

JUN 21 – 25 2017

Tulsa Oklahoma
Annual Convention of the Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society
http://sfrhms.org/conventions/

JUN 21 – 25 2017

Pittsburgh Pennsylvania
2017 National N Scale Convention
Sheraton Pittsburgh at Station Square Hotel http://nationalnscaleconvention.com/

JUN 22 – 25 2017

Enfield Connecticut
“Yankee Clipper” –the 2017 O Scale National Convention
The Southern New England Model Railroad Club
Holiday Inn 1 Brightmeadow Blvd http://www.snemrr.org

JUN 23 – 24 2017

Collinsville (St. Louis area) Illinois
St. Louis Prototype Modelers Meet
Gateway Convention Center http://icg.home.mindspring.com/rpm/stlrpm.htm

JUL 1 2017

Staten Island New York
Garden State Division Summer Meet
VFW Post 7172 http://www.nergsd.com/upcoming.html

JUL 16 2017

Wayne New Jersey
The Wayne Train Show
Wayne P.A.L. Hall http://www.eastcoasttrainparts.com/wayne.htm

JUN 24 – JUL 2 2017

Pittsburgh Pennsylvania
rd
63 National Train Collectors Association Convention
Wyndham Grand Downtown Hotel http://www.tcaconvention.org/

JUL 24 – 29 2017

Tacoma Washington
th
Lionel Collectors Club of America 47 Annual Convention
Hotel Murano http://www.lionelcollectors.org/annual-conventions/

JUL 29 2017

Kansas City Area Kansas
Turkey Creek Division NMRA Train Show/Swap Meet
Shawnee Mission North High School Cafeteria http://www.tc-nmra.org

JUL 30 – Aug 6 2017

Orlando Florida
NMRA 2017 Orlando
The Rosen Plaza Hotel
International Drive http://www.nmra2017orlando.org/

AUG 5 2017

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Summer Open House Model Railroad Show
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/forms/Springflyer.pdf
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AUG 12 – 13 2017

Edison New Jersey
New Jersey Expo Center
Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show http://greenbergshows.com/schedule/

AUG 13 – 16 2017

Bethlehem Pennsylvania
Steel Mill Modelers SIG Annual Meet “THE STACKS”
Sands Hotel and Casino http://www.smmsig.org

AUG 30 - SEP 2 2017 Denver Colorado
National Narrow Gauge Convention
Marriott Denver Tech Center Hotel http://37nngc.com/
SEP 9 2017

Essex Connecticut
The NHRHTA's 55th Annual Reunion Train Show
Valley Railroad’s River Valley Junction http://nhrhta.org/

SEP 9 2017

Boothbay Maine
Vintage Toy & Model Train Show
Boothbay Railway Village
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/09/09/328//vintage-toy-model-train-show
SEP 9 – 10 2017

White River Junction Vermont
Glory Days Festival 2017
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/09/09/357//vt-25th-annual-glory-days-festival
SEP 13 – 16 2017

Ontario California
Ontario Manifest Cajon Division Pacific Southwest Region
Radisson Ontario Airport http://www.psrconvention.org/ontariomanifest/

SEP 16 2017

Brunswick to Rockland Maine
Maine Model Railroad Tour 2017
https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-of-events/icalrepeat.detail/2017/09/16/324//maine-model-railroad-tour
SEP 17 2017

Manchester Connecticut
NETCA (New England Trains Collectors Association 2017 Meet
Army Navy Club https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/09/17/356/-/ct-netca-september-17th-2017-meet
SEP 17 – 19 2017

Grand Rapids Michigan
Grand Rails 2017 North Central Region Division 4 The Grand Rails Division
http://ncr-nmra.org/

SEP 24 2017

Old Greenwich Connecticut
Southern Connecticut Model Train Show
Greenwich Civic Center http://www.southerncttrainshow.com/

OCT 1 2017

Pepperell Massachusetts
nd
Pepperell Siding Model Railroad Club 32 Annual Model Train Show & Open House
Varnum Brook Elementary School
http://www.psmrc.org/public/PSMRC1October2017ShowFlyer.jpg

OCT 12 – 15 2017

Harrisburg Pennsylvania
Susquehannock Convention Mid-Eastern Region Susquehannock Division
Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel http://www.mer2017.org/

OCT 19 – 21 2017

York Pennsylvania
Train Collectors Association Meet
337 Carlisle Ave http://easterntca.com/member-notice.htm
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OCT 21 – 22 2017

Wakefield Massachusetts
th
NSMRC’s 37 Annual Train Show & open House
Americal Civic Center https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/10/21/334/-/ma-nsmrc-s-37th-annual-train-show-open-house
OCT 28 – 29 2017

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Fall Model Railroad Show & Open House
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/forms/Springflyer.pdf

OCT 29 2017

Wayne New Jersey
The Wayne Train Show
Wayne P.A.L. Hall http://www.eastcoasttrainparts.com/wayne.htm

NOV 2 – 4 2017

Altoona Pennsylvania
The Fine Scale Model Railroader Expo
Blair County Convention Center http://www.modelrailroadexpo.com

NOV 4 2017

Topsham Maine
Spring Model Railroad Show
Mt Ararat High School www.greatfallsmodelrrclub.org

NOV 4 2017

Quispamsis New Brunswick Canada
rd
33 Annual Model Train Show
Island View Lions Club https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/11/04/353/-/nb-33rd-annual-model-train-show
NOV 4 – 5 2017

Syracuse New York
Great NYS Model Train Fair
State Fairgrounds http://www.cnynrhs.org/Train_Fair/train_fair.shtml

NOV 5 2017

Wallingford Connecticut
2017 Train and Toy Show
Zandri’s Stillwood Inn http://classicshowsllc.com/

NOV 9 – 12 2017

Newport Rhode Island
“Rails to the Gilded Age” the 2017 Convention of the North Eastern Region (NER)
http://www.newport2017.org

NOV 12 2017

Poughkeepsie New York
th
46 Annual Train & Hobby Show
Mid-Hudson Civic Center https://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/calendar-ofevents/icalrepeat.detail/2017/11/12/348/-/ny-46th-annual-train-hobby-show
DEC 1 – 2 2017

Marlborough Massachusetts
Hub Division NMRA Model Train Expo
Best Western Royal Plaza Trade Center http://www.hubdiv.org/fallshow/index.htm

DEC 23 2017

Wayne New Jersey
The Wayne Train Show Special Christmas Show
Wayne P.A.L. Hall http://www.eastcoasttrainparts.com/wayne.htm

JAN 5 2018

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Model Railroad Show Family Open House and
Scout Night
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/forms/Springflyer.pdf

JAN 27 – 28 2018

West Springfield Massachusetts
Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show
Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds
1305 Memorial Avenue http://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/index.php
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FEB 11 2018

Wallingford Connecticut
2017 Train and Toy Show
Zandri’s Stillwood Inn http://classicshowsllc.com/

MAR 10 – 11 2018

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Spring Open House and Model Railroad Show
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/forms/Springflyer.pdf

MAR 11 2018

Old Greenwich Connecticut
Southern Connecticut Model Train Show
Greenwich Civic Center http://www.southerncttrainshow.com/

JUN 23 – JUL 1 2018

Warwick Rhode Island
Train Collector Association National Convention http://tcaconvention.org/

AUG 4 2018

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Summer Open House and Model Railroad Show
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/forms/Springflyer.pdf

AUG 5 – 12 2018

Kansas City Missouri
NMRA National Convention
The Westin Crown Center http://www.kc2018.org/

SEP 13 – 16 2018

Mahwah New Jersey
The Erie Limited 2018 NER Convention
Presented by the Garden State Division and the Hudson Valley Division
Doubletree Hotel
http://www.nergsd.com/images/upcoming/finalposter2018.png

OCT 27 – 28 2018

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Fall Model Railroad Show & Open House
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/forms/Springflyer.pdf

JAN 11 2019

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Model Railroad Show Family Open House and
Scout Night
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/FallFlyer.pdf

MAR 9 – 10 2019

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Spring Open House and Model Railroad Show
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/summerflyer.pdf

JUL 7 – 13 2019

Salt Lake City Utah
NMRA National Convention and National Train Show
http://northernutahnmra.org/2019-nmra-national-convention/

AUG 3 2019

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Model Railroad Show Family Open House and
Scout Night
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/FallFlyer.pdf

OCT 26 – 27 2019

Hingham Massachusetts
The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Fall Model Railroad Show & Open House
South Shore Model Railway Club http://ssmrc.org/other_events.aspx
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General Information of the Nutmeg Division and the
Other Divisions of the Northeastern Region
Newsletter for the Northeast Region “The Coupler”
http://nernmra.org/newsletter.html

Nutmeg Division
Our membership events will generally be held on the second Saturday of every other month.
These Saturday meetings will usually also include clinics, a layout visit or two or some other activity.
These events will normally be held at the following location but always check the website to verify the location
and time. http://www.nutmegdivision.com
Wethersfield Police Department
Community Room
250 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, Connecticut
This facility is wheel chair accessible
Non-members are welcome to attend.
After the membership event and before the layout tour(s) there will be a BOD meeting and everyone is invited to
attend. The location of the BOD meeting will be determined at the membership meeting.
Event dates
APR 8 2017
JUN 10 2017
AUG 12 2017
OCT 14 2017
DEC 9 2017

NMRA Nutmeg Division Brass Hats:
Superintendent,
Director,
Director,
Achievement Program Mgr.
Secretary,
Treasurer,
Communications Mgr.
Newsletter Editor,
Web Master / Administrator,
Membership Promotion Mgr.
Layout Visit Chairperson,
Module System Chairperson,
Clinic Chairperson,
Clinic Assistant
Past Superintendent,

James Mayo jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
John Gamm jrgllc@icloud.com
Greg Lane GKAMLane@comcast.net
Ken May kenneth.may@comcast.net
OPEN
James Mayo jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
Ronald J Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Ronald J Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
David Abrames dcabrames@yahoo.com
Ronald J Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Greg Lane GKAMLane@comcast.net
OPEN
Peter Luchini pluchini@cox.net
Carl Liba Sr. cjbhliba@cox.net
Fred Wintsch hfwintsch@gmail.com
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HUB Division
http://www.hubdiv.org
All meetings are on the third Friday of the month at 8:00 PM, at the
Cambridge School of Weston, Weston MA unless otherwise noted

The newsletter for the Hub Division is HUB HEADLIGHT and is available at
http://www.hubdiv.org/headlight.htm
then scroll down to find either the current issue or past HUB Headlight issues
Information about the following items can be found in the HUB HEADLIGHT
APR 8 2017

Shirley Massachusetts
HUB Operating Session Nashua Valley Railroad Association

APR 21 2017

HUB RAILFUN Meeting, 8 PM,
Scenery Part 4 of Building a Diorama: Presented by Rudy Slovacek
Cambridge School of Weston, Weston,

APR 22 2017

The HUB-sponsored Spring TRAINing show and The HUB Division Annual Meeting and
Election - following Spring TRAINing
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel

MAY 19 2017

HUB RAILFUN Meeting, 8 PM,
Foreground Trees with Leaves Part 5 of Building a Diorama: Presented by Jeff Gerow
Cambridge School of Weston, Weston,

JUN 16 2017

HUB RAILFUN Meeting, 8 PM,
Cambridge School of Weston, Weston,

JUL 2017

HUB Summer Picnic Waushakum Live Steamers Holliston MA

Little Rhody Division
http://www.littlerhodydiv.org/
For the latest issue of the newsletter of the Little Rhody Division click on the following link
http://www.littlerhodydiv.org/rhoderail.html
All meetings are on the first Saturday of the month and usually at the
United Methodist Church
East Greenwich, RI
Doors open at 9:30 AM
Social time with coffee and refreshments beforehand
Followed by two presentations and lunch
The T Trak and any other specialty groups will meet after lunch
All are welcome.

MEETING SCHEDULE
MAY 6 2017

Great Places and Ways to Spend Your Summer Vacation:
Providence Northern Model Railroad Club, Warwick Rhode Island
http://www.providencenorthern.com/ (may not be accessible

JUN 14 2017

Annual Dinner

If you have any questions please contact

Linda Bergemann Membership Chair
Little Rhody Division 401-322-9946
lbergemann@aol.com
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Hudson-Berkshire Division
http://www.hudson-berkshire.org/

The newsletter for the Hudson-Berkshire Division is FORM 19 and is available by
clicking on the above link.
Click here for this month's Form 19 Newsletter
APR 1 – 2 2017

“Ops” Til You Drop Weekend 2017

APR 21 2017

Layout visit Mike Hachey Schenectady

JUN 17 2017

Visit to Adirondack Live Steamers Wilton wit family picnic

Hudson Valley Division
unable to access this website at this time

Metro-North Division
http://www.metronorthnmra.org
All meetings will be at 9:30 AM art the
New Canaan Historical Society
13 Oenoke Ridge Road (Rt. 124)
New Canaan CT.
203-966-1776
For more information contact Division Superintendent Jeff Zeleny
info@metronorthnmra.org

MEETING SCHEDULE
MAY 20 2017

Clinics TBD

ALLOUETTE DIVISION
CENTRAL NEW YORK DIVISION http://www.cnynmra.org/Home.html
For the current version of the newsletter “RED MARKERS” click on the following link:
http://www.cnynmra.org/News_Letter.html and go to the bottom of the page.

Activities
APR 1 – 2 2017

Ops ‘til You Drop Weekend

APR 30 2017

Ed O’Rourke Syracuse

JUN 4 2017

Tom Scibette Baldwinsville

JUL 15 2017

Division Picnic Drew James Clay

AUG 13 2017

Train Watching

SEP 23 2017

Jim Heidt Clockville

OCT 14 2017

Auction Camillus Senior Center

NOV 4 – 5 2017

Great NYS Model Train Fair
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NOV 19 2017

Tom Kehoskie Camillus

JAN 6 2018

Division Banquet Rusty Rail Canastota

GARDEN STATE DIVISION http://www.nergsd.com/
To get the latest copy of the newsletter “THE WHISTLE POST, once you have clicked on the above link you will
then need to click on the “OUR NEWSLETTER” tab and then scroll to the very bottom of the page. You will also
be able to see previous versions.

GREEN MOUNTAIN DIVISION http://www.greenmountainnmra.com/
This link http://greenmountainnmra.us5.listmanage.com/subscribe?u=22e87ca352533feab1c167ed0&id=38a7a97101 will get you to their request page for
their newsletter “THE GREEN MOUNTAIN PASS”.

MARITIME DIVISION
SEACOAST DIVISION http://www.seacoastnmra.org/wordpress/
To get the latest copy of the newsletter “THE SWTCH TOWER”, click on the following link:
http://seacoastnmra.org/index.php/the-switch-tower
Events are held the second Friday evening of each month at 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Marion Garish Community Center
39 West Broadway
Derry New Hampshire

SUNRISE TRAIL DIVISION http://www.sunrisetraildiv.com/

New Address for the NMRA
National Model Railroad Association, Inc
P.O. Box 1328
Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328
Phone: (423) 892-2846
Fax: (423) 899-4869
nmrahq@aol.com

Respectfully submitted,
Ronald J. Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Communication Manager / Membership Promotion Manager / Newsletter Editor
Please call 860-977-5573 any evening between 7:30 PM and 10:00 PM. This is the time period that I am usually
near my computer. If you are unable to call during this time period please send me an e-mail so that we can
arrange some other form of communication.
Nutmeg Division http://www.nutmegdivision.com
Northeastern Region http://www.nernmra.org
NMRA http://www.nmra.org
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