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Your portal to more fun in model Railroading

To promote Model Railroading and help educate modelers in the skills of Model Railroading

Newsletter Update
If you are reading this newsletter on the Nutmeg Division’s website, you more
than likely will not see any pictures or logos imbedded in the newsletter.
If you go down to the very bottom of the newsletter (within the website), you will
find a link for the PDF version that you can then click on. The PDF version
should have all of the imbedded pictures and logos.
Editor- Ronald Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Please visit our NEW WEBSITE @ http://www.nutmegdivision.com

From the Desk of the Superintendent, James Mayo: jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
December 2013
At the December regular general membership meeting, proposed new logos were supposed to be presented by
the membership to be voted on, but that has been put off for some time. At the August meeting we had
discussed that we were going to have a contest for a possible new logo design (or re-design of the current
version) for the Nutmeg Division. I hate to admit it, but the BOD forgot to actually get some of the guidelines
written down and e-mailed to all of the members. So at the December meeting the BOD will try to get this
resolved and then e-mail the guidelines to all of the members and friends of the Nutmeg Division.
Ken May will be giving a presentation on operating his switching modules. The modules will be there to be
operated after the presentation.
I would like to thank some members for volunteering, Mr. Bob Van Cleef for setting up what should be a good
time at the Danbury Museum for next year when the weather gets better; Mr. Carl Liba for offering his

presentations on prototype railroading, of which there are many, and Mr. Bill Barry for his offer to host a tour
of his railroad empire. Also big thanks to Ron for putting out this newsletter. Thank you all, Gentlemen.
Now that this is the "model railroad season", remember to bring what you are working on to the regular
membership meeting. That is all I have for now, see you at the December meeting on the 14th.
Help Wanted!
The board is still looking for a few good people. We have been without a secretary for a while. So if someone
would be willing to take notes during the board meetings and ready them to be posted on the division website and/or the
newsletter, do we have a job for you! Please contact James Mayo at jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com

Help Wanted!
Also we would like to have the position of layout coordinator filled. If you would like to help the board coordinate
layouts for visits after the general membership meetings, contact any of the board members.

Help Wanted!
Have you been working on a model railroad project? Why don't you bring it along to a general membership
meeting? Pictures are acceptable if you can't get the layout out of the door! You don't have to be an expert on a subject,
just share what you did with the rest of us.

Help Wanted!
And speaking of layouts, have you gotten to a point in your layout construction that you would be willing to show
off your great work? I find it interesting to see other peoples techniques for layout construction and the thought processes
behind it (the how and why). Not to take away from a "finished" layout, those are a joy to see also. So… if this interests
you, contact any of the board members.

Help Wanted!
Hey, a pattern may be developing here! (Yes, there is)
The next Northeast Region, NMRA Convention http://www.nediamonds2014.org/ will be in Palmer, Mass. The
HUB Division will be co-hosting this layout with us (or it may be the other way around), with ground zero at the Steaming
Tender (that would be the place across from the pink house in a lot of railfan pictures). The show committee would like
volunteers from the Nutmeg Division to help plan and pull of the convention. So if you would like to help plan a
convention and/or work at the convention and associated show, please contact Ken May kenneth.may@comcast.net or
myself jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
Enough of the pattern, I am planning on giving a presentation on the vertical staging yard that I built for my layout.
My plan is to give the presentation and the open my layout for viewing either February or April of 2014. My layout is
nowhere near "finished", but you can see a working vertical staging yard and a room full of sub-roadbed and homemade
Homa-bed. If you are going to be at the Northeast Region, NMRA Convention in Laconia, NH, you just might see me
there. I'll be with the Amherst Belt Lines Modular group.
Train show season is upon us, so the Nutmeg Division is working on membership flyers for distribution. These
are intended to be displayed on the "promotional" table at train shows. The thought is that all people that attend train
shows are potential members of the NMRA, and if they live near us, potential members of the Nutmeg Division. So when
the flyers are ready for distribution, please take them to train shows that you may attend.
Now that promoting the hobby and the Amherst Railway Society have been brought up!

Help Wanted!
The Northeast Region, NMRA will have a booth at the Amherst Railway Society hobby show. Volunteers will be
needed to man the promotional booth at the show. Plan accordingly, take 30 minutes or so at the show to promote the
hobby (nearly everybody at train shows likes trains) promote the NMRA and the Nutmeg Division.

James Mayo
Superintendent
Nutmeg Division
Treasurer's Report

Date

Check Check
Deposit
Number Amount Amount

Deposit from
11/16/2012 Donations
Deposits from silent
4/19/2013 auction
Deposit from
6/15/2013 Donations
7/22/2013 IRS for nonprofit filing
Deposit from
8/24/2013 Donations
Deposit from
10/16/2013 Donations
11/2/2013 regional distribution

106

Balance

$ 24.00

$

$ 640.00

$ 1,100.73

$ 60.00

$ 1,160.73

$300.00

460.73

$

860.73

$ 77.00

$

937.73

$ 35.00

$

972.73

$ 343.27

$ 1,316.00

Due to some rule changes from the IRS (that we did not know about) and other factors, the Nutmeg Division had
inadvertently filed the wrong forms at tax-time; as a result, the Nutmeg Division has been denied Federal Tax exempt
status. As of 8/21/2013 the IRS has received the paperwork (along with the additional funds) from the Nutmeg Division
requesting reinstatement of our Federal tax exempt status. They are still reviewing the paperwork.

From Director Peter Tierinni: vergo55@sbcglobal.net
Another year is fast coming to a close. With 2014 beginning in a few weeks, I will be attending a few train
shows here and there. For me, at least, this is becoming a family activity.
My wife, sons and a couple of grandkids have been making the pilgrimage to some of the closest shows. I urge
all train lovers to do the same.
It has come to my attention that the show in Willimantic (Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum Model Train
and Die Cast Toy Show) may be no more???? Just a rumor??
(Editor’s note: I have talked to Pieter Roos Chairperson of the Train Show and plans are still to have the show
again in 2014 discussions are still going on and more info should follow in the coming months).
As for me, the vacations I will be planning for the coming year will hopefully include some stops along the way
that include seeking out the local hobby shop and or train show.
There isn't a heck of a lot more to say, except that I hope you had a Happy Thanksgiving, and you will have a
very Merry Christmas, and a Prosperous New Year!!

From Communication Manager, Ronald Pelletier
nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
On November 16, 2013 the Metro-North Division had a special division meeting at the United Savings Bank at 126
North Street in Danbury CT. Tony Koester, Author, Columnist and Model Railroader presented a talk on “How to
Kitbash Structures”. After his presentation there was an open forum where a number of questions were asked of
Tony and he responded with much detail and enthusiasm. One item of discussion was the NMRA’s latest effort
to keep the membership informed of some of the great things that are in the works with the organization. This

also included some discussion on some of the items that didn’t go so great but was needed to put things in
perspective.
One of the items discussed is the new eBulletin which is published bi-monthly with its first issue being published
in March of 2013. The eBulletin is basically sent to all active members of the NMRA. So far there have been four
issues published. There may have been a fifth issue for the months of MAY/ JUNE but I cannot seem to find it.
After the next paragraph, you will find those articles for your perusal. The first issue will be listed first and so
forth.
For those of you who are reading this newsletter and are past due in your membership (for whatever reason and
no matter how long ago you have pulled away from the organization) you may be in for a pleasant surprise with
what is happening with the NMRA. You may be so surprised with what you are reading that you may consider
returning to the organization. Yes, some will still be skeptical, but I believe things are looking better for everyone
and the organization.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

March/April 2013

Welcome to the eBulletin!

A few words from the President
Welcome to the first of many editions of the NMRA eBulletin. This

Welcome aboard this inaugural issue of
new communication tool is intended to keep you informed of any
the NMRA eBulletin! We hope you'll find it a
breaking news, important dates, events or happenings in the NMRA.
fast, easy way to help you stay abreast of news in the
It is our hope that you will find these communications of value, so
NMRA. We plan to publish this newsletter every
stay with us.
other month, with "special issues" should the need
arise. If you have any comments or suggestions,
please don't hesitate to let us know. And should you
decide you no longer want to receive these mailings, Best of all - the NMRA eBulletin is a new member benefit that costs you absolutely
see the instructions at the top of the page. Enjoy this nothing other than providing a valid e-mail address. So should you change your eissue, and see you in May!
Editors: Gerry Leone, Chuck Diljak, and Tracy
McKibben

mail address please visit this page on our website..

Remember, the NMRA eBulletin does not and is not intended to replace the NMRA
Magazine. It's purely an important tool to stay directly in touch with our membership
and to keep you informed what's happening in the organization.
A lot of folks have been crucial to the success of this effort. In no order
of importance, I want to acknowledge the work of Bill Kaufman, Gerry Leone,
Chuck Diljak, and Tracy McKibben, with technical assistance from Mike Brestel,
Ben Sevier and Page Martin. Without their help, and the help of many others
who have had input into this process, you would not be reading this first
NMRA eBulletin now.
Let us know what you think - send your thoughts to me or any of the Board members
listed in the NMRA Magazine or on our website. We'd love to hear from you. Over the
coming months, you will see the NMRA eBulletin evolve and become a very valuable
method of instant communication with you, our NMRA members. Above all, thanks

Department News:
Marketing

for being a member and full steam ahead.
Charlie Getz
NMRA President

The newly formed NMRA
Marketing Department, under
the leadership of
Page Martin, has
developed an
aggressive marketing plan for
the coming year. Following a
successful in-package NMRA For a complete summary, please visit our website.
membership insert with
 The first interim goal of $250,000 in pledges for the "Magic of Scale Model
Walthers during the
2012 Christmas season, the
Railroading" exhibit at the California State Railroad Museum has been
program will be expanded to
reached. This goal triggered a matching pledge from an anonymous donor.
other venues, including
These pledges, along with others (including those from Model Railroader
hobby
magazine, Walthers, and The World's Greatest Hobby) means the Howell
establishments, attractions, museums, and
Day Museum Committee can now begin to ask for construction bids.
select model railroad shows and conventions.

Highlights of the Winter 2013 Board of Directors
Meeting



The Board accepted a proposal to hold the 2016 National Convention in
Indianapolis, Indiana. The convention will be held from July 3-10 in the
downtown area.



Because Eastern Director John Roberts will be unable to continue in that
position, the Board declared a vacancy and, in accordance with EHB
procedures, President Charlie Getz named Southeastern Region President Joe
Gelmini to fulfill the remainder of the term. Additionally, because of
violations to NMRA Regulations, the position of At-Large North America
Director was declared vacant. Communications Director Gerry Leone
resigned his position, President Getz appointed Tom Draper as Director of
Support Services, and Rick Coble was confirmed as Assistant National
Secretary.

In addition, a series of announcements and events
is planned for November - National Model Railroad
Month.
Page has expanded the NMRA's presence in social
media with the updating of sites at Pinterest,
LinkedIn, Meetup, Facebook and Twitter.

Peachtree Express

It's full steam ahead in Atlanta
for NMRA Atlanta 2013
CFO Frank Koch reported that the NMRA realized a positive return on both the 2012
convention, the Peachtree
Grand Rapids National Convention and National Train Show.
Express. The convention
hotel, the Waverly
Renaissance, is 40% booked
and the clinic schedule is
already posted on
their website. Tours are
The following NMRA Board of Directors positions are open for election in 2014:
selling briskly, too, and
because most are limited to
1. Central District Director
50 people, now's the time to register and reserve a
spot. In addition, the tour to the CSX Training
Nominations for the Central District Director are managed by the National
Center (P355) has recently been expanded to include
Nominating Committee and should be submitted to Clark Kooning, MMR,
a visit to the Georgia Northeastern Railroad, where
Chairman of the National Nominating Committee, ckooning@msn.com, no later
the GNRR president will present an overview of
than June 15, 2013.
their operations. Visit www.nmra2013.org for all the
details.

Notice of Elections

2. Regional Advisory Council (RAC) Director

Help us plan the future of
the NMRA

Nominations for the Regional Advisory Council Director are managed by the
Regional Advisory Council. Contact Joe Gelmini, NMRA Eastern District
Director at papagel@comcast.net. All submissions are due by no later than June
15, 2013.

Western Director Jack Hamilton and his committee
are working on a new Long Range Plan for the
NMRA. Jack is still looking for input from
members. This is your opportunity to make
a difference and have some direct say in the
direction the NMRA takes into the future. Please
make your thoughts and ideas be known to
Jack at westdir@hq.nmra.org, or mail them directly
to him at 10731 Warren Road NW, Silverdale, WA
98383.
::
The NMRA eBulletin is an official bi-monthly production of the
National Model Railroad Association, Inc. Publishing
Department (Mike Brestel, Manager). Its purpose is to keep
every NMRA member informed about organization news and
events. If you know of an NMRA member who is not receiving
this mailing, please direct them to here to
update their email address. If you no longer wish to receive
these mailings, please don't mark them as SPAM. Instead, click
the Safe Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this page. ©2013
National Model Railroad Association, Inc., 4121 Cromwell Rd.,
Chattanooga, TN 37421.

3. Canadian District Director, NMRA Canada President, and NMRA Canada VP
Nominations for the Canadian District Director, NMRA Canada President and
NMRA Canada VP are managed by the Canadian Nominating Committee and
should be submitted to Stephen Wood, Chairman of the Canadian Nominating
Committee, stephendwood@gmail.com, no later than June 15, 2013.
Note: Candidates may wish to run for these positions by petition and not be subjected
to the decisions of the respective Nominating Committee. Requirements for
submitting by petition are contained in the EHB. All submissions by petition must be
received by the Secretary NMRA no later than July 26, 2013.

John Roberts HLM, MMR 1947-2013
John Roberts passed away peacefully in Williamsburg, Virginia on the evening of
March 1, 2013.
John was NMRA President, 2004-2006, Vice President, 2000-2004, Eastern District
Director, 2009-2013, MCR President and Trustee, 1989-1993, and over the years held
a number of other elected and volunteer offices throughout the NMRA. He was a
well-known model railroad author and was the builder of several highly regarded
layouts in HO and O scale.
John had contracted Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, a rare brain condition that causes a
rapid decrease of mental function and movement, and inevitably leads to death. John
first showed symptoms of the disease in early 2012.
The visitation will be held at 1 pm on Friday, March 8, at the Peninsula Funeral Home
in Newport News, Virginia, with the funeral beginning at 2 pm. Interment will be
nearby.
John is survived by his wife, Suzie, his children, John (Collette) and Whitney, and
two granddaughters.
The family has asked that in lieu of flowers, memorial gifts be sent to the Diamond
Club, National Model Railroad Association, Inc., 4121 Cromwell Rd., Chattanooga,
TN 37421. Cards and letters may be sent to the family at 104 Heritage Pointe,
Williamsburg, VA, 23188.

News Highlights
Gallery Update
The WISE
donate $5000 to
payment of $2500
later in the year or

Division in Wisconsin voted last week to
the Gallery Exhibit with an immediate
and a second payment of the same amount
early next. Thanks, WISE Division!

NMRA Conventions
Apr 3-7: Pacific Coast Region, Dublin CA
Apr 26-28: Niagara Frontier Region, Mississauga, ON
May 2-5: Midwest Region, Indianapolis, IN
May 15-18: Mid-Central Region, Dayton, OH
May 16-19: Thousand Lakes Region, Minneapolis, MN
May 29-Jun 2: Lone Star Region, Irving, TX
Jul 14-20: National Convention, Atlanta, GA

Master Model Railroader
503 - Joel Priest, MCoR
504 - Jack Parker, MER
505 - Herbert Gishlick, MER
506 - Roger Walker, PNR
507 - Stephen Wood, MER

In the Next Issues of NMRA Magazine
April: I Think You Can Scratchbuild a Brass Locomotive
May: "Short" Story: Inside a Tortoise

July/August 2013

Peachtree Express News

A few words from the President
DIVISIONS: THE SOUL OF THE NMRA

The Peachtree Express 2013
convention team has been working
Normally a "division" is not a good thing - it means you are taking a
hard for many years to make
whole and dividing it into parts, which are inferior to the whole. But
Atlanta 2013 an enjoyable and
the exact inverse occurs within the NMRA. The local chapters, or
educational experience for all.
"Divisions," are without question the most important level of the
The time is almost here and we
NMRA because this is where 90% of our members interact with the
look forward to sharing some
organization.
Southern hospitality with
everyone. Here are some things to
keep in mind as you sharpen your plans.
Part of the benefit of the improved and modernized NMRA regulatory scheme enacted by
Special Events
the members a few years back was the ability of any NMRA member to attend any Regional
or Division meet without charge, or I should say, without being charged any amount
 Welcome reception (snacks and cash bar) different than the local NMRA member (for example, some Divisions charge a small fee to
in the Garden Courtyard of the Waverly
pay for the cost of a meeting hall. Visitors would also be expected to contribute). That is
Hotel from 4:00 - 5:30 PM on Sunday,
what "unified membership" is all about. You are an NMRA member no matter where you
July 14.
are and no matter what NMRA event you attend. In fact, "membership" within a Division
 Daily general interest activities, including only becomes an issue when local elections are held.
Project Linus, games, exercise activities,
clinics on a variety of topics, and evening
movie nights including traditional
As part of the Long Range Plan 2018 process under the able guidance of Director Jack
Southern favorites like Gone With The
Hamilton, you will be hearing a lot more about the importance of Divisions and the need for
Wind.
vertical integration. That fancy term simply means that the NMRA is one organization and
not one National, seventeen Regional and one hundred and fifty seven local organizations.
 The family-friendly Lucy & Desi tribute
Even the United States Internal Revenue Service has recognized this fact with a recent
show is our banquet entertainment.
 Model celebration and contest. Bring what clarification of its non-profit regulatory scheme by stating that divisions of an organization
which is already a non-profit may also claim non-profit status with a minimum of paperwork
you've been working on for display or
while maintaining complete control over their programs and financing. This is a very
judging.
exciting, new development, which we are in the process of defining and exploring, and we
 Silent Auction.
hope to apply organization wide in the future. This is one of the best ways that National
 Over 200 clinics from beginner to
could help local branches of the NMRA operate.
advanced topics.
 Modeling With The Masters make-andtake workshops.
The NMRA is a single organization. We are organized in a way that the essential services
 Company store featuring a wide variety of and programs we offer are not administered far away in Chattanooga but at a local level
items and our HO and N convention cars.
through your Division and through the Region. This approach also allows us to have the
British Region and the Australasian Region offering different kinds of experiences in their
respective territories. But they are still a part of the NMRA. You can attend a convention in
Sydney or London or Kansas City or Winnipeg. You can become a Master Model
Railroader in any of those places. You can enter contests and expect those contests to be
judged professionally. You can attend clinics and master the skills needed to become a
model railroader. Thus the concept of "vertical integration" and the importance of Division
fit together like a hand in a glove.

Hotel


The Waverly Renaissance convention
hotel is now sold out. The overflow hotel
is the nearby Sheraton Suites Galleria.
Call them at 888-627-7047 and request the
NMRA rate of $139.00. Rate includes free
parking.
Charlie Getz

Transportation




If traveling via Amtrak, a PTE-provided
shuttle from the station to the convention
hotel is available on a request basis
beginning July 13. Please notify us of
your arrival plans by calling 770-707-5019
or by email to atcgel@gmail.com.
If arriving by air, we have arranged
discounted fares from the airport to the
convention hotel of $33.00 with A&M
Limo. Please call A&M Limo at 770-955-

NMRA President

Strategic Plan NMRA 2018 Progress Update
Last July the NMRA began the process of reviewing and revising its
Strategic Plan. The purpose of the Plan is to map out the direction the
NMRA will take to support our members and carry out the
Association's mission as it moves forward. The first step was to collect
input and recommendations from the membership. Armed with
responses from over 200 members, a team made up of individuals
appointed by the Region Presidents reviewed the input, identified

4565 to arrange. Taxi from the airport to
the Waverly runs about $55.00.
Tours




specific desired outcomes, and developed worksheets that described what would be required
to achieve that outcome. The worksheets were then consolidated and assembled into a
number of specific "Outcome Sheets" which were prioritized by the team. The final package
was drafted from that effort and was presented to the Board and Officers for their review and
comment on June 1. The revised Strategic Plan, "NMRA 2018," will be considered by the
Board for approval in Atlanta.

We have been advised that Hanger 3 at the
Delta Museum (Tour P459) will be closed
for renovations during the convention. To
make up for this, we have arranged for this Virtual Town Hall meeting to be held from the Atlanta
tour to include a visit to the Delta
Convention
Operations Center and flight training
Feel like your comments are simply dismissed? Feel like National does
simulators.
not listen?
Due to insufficient pre-registration
interest, the following tours have been
Well here's your chance to speak directly to the top, our president
cancelled:
Charlie Getz.
o Layout tours L411, L624, L623
o Prototype tours P454, P558,
P659, P762
On Tuesday July 16th 2013, at 9:00 - 9:45pm EDT (6:00-6:45pm PDT,
o General Interest tours G237,
7:00-7:45pm MDT, 8:00-8:45pm CDT) we'll hold a "Virtual Town
G340, G442, G544, G747
Hall' direct from the NMRA National Convention.

You can exchange these for other similar-priced
tours, or request a refund, by contacting
Headquarters at 423-892-2846.

Department News:
WEB DESIGN FIRM FOR NMRA
SELECTED

You will be able to log in from your desktop computer, laptop, tablet or smartphone and
submit your questions in real time to Charlie in Atlanta and have them answered right on the
spot. Any and all NMRA questions can be asked, not just convention issues.
So you feel like NMRA National doesn't listen? Mark your calendars and don't miss this
opportunity. Log in and give us a shout-out on Tuesday July 16th, 2013. Information on
where to connect will be available on the NMRA website at www.NMRA.org.

Your layout can help us promote National Model Railroad

After much searching,
Month!
proposal-reading, and
discussion, Ben Sevier,
Got a good layout? Can you write a good story about it
NMRA IT Manager,
and
take a few pictures of it? If so, you could be part of
has selected New Media Campaigns to assist our
the
NMRA
Marketing Team's nationwide promotion of
web team with the NMRA website redesign. Ben
this
year's
National
Model Railroad Month.
commented, "In going through their offer, they
demonstrated a good grasp of what an organization
like ours needs, responded quickly to questions, and We announced this call to arms last month and we are pleased to say we had a great
included more for the price than the more expensive response! But we need more submissions! For those of you who have submitted, thank you
for your time. The Marketing Department will be getting back to you in late September to
proposals."
make arrangements with you. Our plan is to have stories and photos in various media outlets,
print and video, during National Model Railroad Month in November.
Although their website
(www.newmediacampaigns.com) contains a lot of
political work, they provided references and
samples of work they've done for membershipbased non-profit educational organizations. Those
samples showed their ability to do "responsive"
design - meaning, sites will work on desktops,
laptops, tablets, and smartphones.

We still need some more layouts for consideration. We are looking for at least 10 more
modelers to prepare layout articles and photos that can be used in local, regional, and
national publications all around the country. These don't have to be museum-quality layouts,
just layouts in any scale that their modelers are proud of.

Your write-up doesn't have to be the exact text used in the article. The write ups we're
looking for are purely your descriptions of your layouts. (i.e. history, back story, scale,
Work on the redesigning of the NMRA website will challenges, etc.)
begin immediately with a detailed outline of the
NMRA's requirements, provided by members of the The only restriction is that it must be a U.S. layout. (non-U.S. members won't be left out there's news coming in the near future!) The deadline is soon - so hurry! Please send two
NMRA web team and others.
photos of your layout and a 200-word write-up on why you feel you're the "face of model
railroading" to marketing@hq.nmra.org. Mark the subject line as NMRRM Submission.
::

Editors:
Gerry Leone, Chuck Diljak, and Tracy McKibben
::
The NMRA eBulletin is an official bi-monthly production of
the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. Publishing
Department (Mike Brestel, Manager). Its purpose is to keep
every NMRA member informed about organization news and
events. If you know of an NMRA member who is not receiving
this mailing, please direct them to here to update their email
address. If you no longer wish to receive these mailings,
please don't mark them as SPAM. Instead, click the Safe
Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this page. ©2013 National
Model Railroad Association, Inc., 4121 Cromwell Rd.,
Chattanooga, TN 37421.

Annual Board Meeting Details
The Board of Directors of the NMRA will hold its annual end-of-year meeting at the
Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel and Convention Center - the convention's host hotel.
The Board will hold a closed-session caucus on Friday evening, July 12. Attendance is by
invitation only. The regular Board meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 13, and is
open to the membership. The name of the meeting room will be posted in the hotel. Among
the many items on the agenda is a proposal for term limits for Officers and Directors. If
you're interested in how your organization is governed or have opinions that you would like
the Board to hear, please plan to attend.

News Highlights
NMRA Conventions
Jul 14-20: National Convention, Atlanta, GA
Jul 19-21: National Train Show, Atlanta, GA
Sep 25-29: Pacific Southwest Region, San Bernardino, CA

Master Model Railroaders
510: Charles Day, MER
511: Joseph J. Nichols, Jr., SER
512: E.J. Merkel, LSR
513: Joseph Giuseppe Aymar, PCR
Coming in the next issues of NMRA Magazine...
Background layout sound
Furniture factory drawings
Peachtree Express highlights
National modeling contest winners

September/October 2013

Cleveland 2014 News
Atlanta is behind us and I'm sure
everyone had a great time. Now
it's on to Cleveland! We'll be
holding it at the brand new
Cleveland Convention Center,
which will be the location for
both the convention and the
National Train Show. It's been
over 50 years since the National Convention last
visited the North Coast, so we're working hard to
put on a convention with something for the whole
family. Within walking distance of the hotel and
convention center you'll find:
- The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
- The Great Lakes Science Center
- USS Cod (WW2 submarine open for tours)
- Steamship William Mather (Great Lakes Ore boat
open for tours)
- Progressive Field (Cleveland Indians MLB park)
- Horseshoe Casino
- Many great restaurants
In addition, we're putting the final touches on our
prototype tours, which may include:
- Age of Steam Roundhouse
- General Electric Locomotive (Erie, PA)
- Ohio Loco Works
- Mad River & Nickel Plate Museum
- Steel Mill Tour
- Cleveland Track Materials
- Larry's Truck & Electric

A few words from the President
Model Railroading is Fun
The title of this column was prominently displayed for many years on
the masthead of Model Railroader Magazine as their motto. And it is an
outstanding motto. Sometimes in the hustle and bustle of a busy NMRA
life, we can forget the purpose of this organization and the reason for its
existence. It is that simple phrase, "Model Railroading is fun".
Although we are a not for profit educational corporation, with a multimillion dollar budget, the bottom line is that we are promoting a
wonderful hobby. It is that hobby which defines what we do and is the common glue that
holds us together.
When I started in this hobby over 50 years ago, "Model Railroading is fun" would have
seemed redundant. Of course it was fun and a wonder to a 13 year old who was mastering
the intricacies of building with balsa and brass snap track. Those were fun days as I tried to
master a bewildering number of new skills and created some perfectly dreadful models.
Two of the better attempts survive.
But over time I changed and hopefully improved, as did the hobby. Balsa and brass snap
track are fairly rare these days. A few years later, I bought a Kadee log car kit because it had
an embossed label that told me the product met "NMRA standards", whatever they were.
Later I discovered the NMRA and joined because of that purchase. I marveled at the work
done by this organization and how it helped the hobby. It made model railroading more fun
because it insured that products worked together. My hobby changes were in knowledge and
sophistication. So were the changes in the hobby. DCC, sound, proto operations, specialty
modeling, and the Internet with its vast array of sites for research, transformed the hobby.
There is more specialization and interests than ever before. And the NMRA is changing
with the hobby.
But some things do not change. Regardless of scale, interest, era or skill level, we are all
model railroaders. Yes, the hobby we all enjoy has changed to become as varied as our own
interests. So it is somewhat surprising that I continue to receive complaints and reports,
mostly at the division level, about intolerance and sometime abusive practices by our own
members toward other model railroaders. One division official supposedly announces with
regularity that women are not welcome within the NMRA. Can you imagine anything so
ignorant or small minded? This, despite the fact that we number quite a few talented women
among our master model railroaders. I receive reports of clannish behavior, refusal to
embrace new members and cliques.

- Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railway

Model railroading is fun until the "politics" of the association makes it less so. The NMRA
should be a place to celebrate model railroading, not a place for petty jealousies, little
fiefdoms or personal grudges. Any association with as many members as ours will
obviously have personnel issues and peculiarities. I hope that those of you reading this might
We'll have over 65 great home layouts to enjoy,
plus a selection of clinics featuring many nationally reflect upon whether you region or division has any of these problems and if so, what is
being done about it.
known presenters. Some multi-clinic tracks will
include:
Well that's all for now. Those are my thoughts - what are yours?
- Steel Modeling Track
- And others to be announced

- Scenery Track
- DCC Track

Charlie Getz

- Layout Design Track

NMRA President

- Others to be announced
Online registration has started at
www.2014cleveland.org. Over the next few months
we will have many more announcements in the

NMRA eBulletin. Make plans to join us in
Cleveland July 13-19, 2014.

Highlights of the 2013 Board of Directors
Meeting

Department News:

Our "Convention Extra" NMRA eBulletin last July included a short
listing of highlights from the Board meeting in Atlanta. Here are some
additional highlights, but note that a much more detailed summary will
appear on our website, www.nmra.org.

The NMRA's Educational Role

I am the newly appointed manager of the Education
Department, taking over from the very able and
- NMRA Chief Financial Officer Frank Koch reported that the NMRA
experienced John Lowrance, MMR. Luckily for
had received an excellent report from the 2012 Outside Audit. The
me, John has been very willing to spend time with
organization finished 2012 with an increase in assets more than $280,000 over the previous
me as I learn the role, and just as important, Nobby year.
Clarke continues in his role as my Assistant
Manager.
- Stephen Priest, MMR, reported that NMRA Net developer kits are being made available.
In addition, he's looking for a technical writer/columnist on DCC issues for NMRA
Education is central to the NMRA's mission and an Magazine.
essential component of our continued classification
- The Board discussed the current NMRA videotaping policy as it applies to convention
as 501(c) (3) Charitable Organization under the
clinics. A subcommittee has been appointed to report back with recommendations on
Internal Revenue Code. The various educational
rewriting the policy.
activities provided by the NMRA are overseen by
the Education Department. These include such
activities as the Achievement Program, the Contest - The NMRA Executive Handbook, which defines how the NMRA is to operate, is currently
being updated by President Charlie Getz.
Program, the Modeling with the Masters Program,
the Boy Scouts of America Program, and the
- Several programs of future NMRA member benefits are being looked at by the Marketing
Education & Training Program that is currently
Department, including member discounts with retailers.
focusing on our clinic offerings. Each of these
programs is run by its own chairperson within the
- The Board awarded the 2017 NMRA convention to Orlando, FL, and heard an informal
Education Department.
presentation from Kansas City to host the 2017 or 2018 convention.
But the educational role of the NMRA, its Regions,
and Divisions also includes a multitude of other
initiatives. The educational articles that appear in
either print or in digital format in our
Division/Region/National publications; the
educational booths that we man at conventions and
train meets; grassroots outreach efforts to youth
groups, senior citizen groups, or beginning
modelers; and our Division/Region/National
websites are all further examples of our educational
focus.
One way for our organization to continue to make
strides in the area of education is to identify 'Best
Practices' at the Division and Regional levels and
then to share these practices with each other. I
believe that the Education Department can help
facilitate this. So, if you are aware of a great
program with the Boy Scouts in your Division, or
your Region has been successful in increasing
participation in either the Contest Program or the
Achievement Program, or you are aware of a
successful program in your Division/Region in any
of the other educational areas that I mentioned
above, please contact either Nobby or me. Our email addresses and phone numbers are listed on the
NMRA website under the National Organization
tab.

- Progress on the NMRA's "vertical integration" was discussed. The proposed consolidation
would put every U.S. Region and Division under the NMRA's 501(c)3 status and eliminate
them having to file their own paperwork.

Build A Memory and National Model Railroad Month
November is National Model Railroad Month, and the NMRA is launching what we hope
will become a yearly tradition.
In conjunction with Athearn Trains, Woodland Scenics and Walthers, the NMRA is
unveiling Build A Memory at select national building and home centers. This seminar is
designed to show the public how easy it is to start building a model railroad layout for
themselves.
With a target date of November 16th, this year's pilot program will be a Saturday "How To"
class, with Regions and selected Divisions being asked to participate in the event.
Here's how it will work: people interested in building a model railroad will come to the
home center and watch the local Division modelers, working from a pre-distributed plan,
build a small, basic layout. This construction will be augmented by a previously constructed
module, giving viewers an idea of what the completed module will look like.
Those in attendance will be given a fully illustrated instruction booklet with all materials
lists and lumber cut specification requirements. Representatives of local hobby shops will be
there to answer any model railroad equipment questions, and local Division members can
field any questions on the hobby and joining the NMRA.
The proposed areas for this year's trial are Atlanta (SER), Los Angeles (PSR), New York

City (NER), Milwaukee/Chicago (MWR), Seattle-Tacoma (PNR), and Kansas City (MCoR).
Bruce De Young, Manager
If you would like to participate, please contact Page Martin at marketing@hq.nmra.org.
::

Editors:
Gerry Leone, Chuck Diljak, and Tracy McKibben
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NMRA Awards Presented at the 2013 Convention
The following awards were presented at the banquet in Atlanta:
- Fellow of the NMRA Award: Ed and Gay Liesse, and Werner Meer
- Meritorious Service Award: Bob Hamm, MMR
- President's Award: Bob Brown, HLM, MMR; Howard Goodwin; John
Lowrance, MMR; Page Martin; and Ben Sevier
- Honorary Life Member Award: Bob Gangwish and Gerry Leone,
MMR
- Distinguished Service Award: Russ Larson and Lewis Polk
- Pioneer Award: Rollin J. Lobaugh and Robert (Bob) Rands

Email address changes
Each time the eBulletin is mailed out, Page Martin, our Marketing
Director, receives requests from dozens of members
asking for an email address change. Page can't do much about that - that
job is done by our fine staff at Headquarters. If you have a change of
email address, please visit
http://www.nmra.org/member/content/member-info-update and update
your information. It will go straight to our HQ staff, who'll make sure it gets updated before
the next NMRA eBulletin gets sent.

It's not meant to be printed
Every issue we receive emails from several well-meaning members who
request that issues of the NMRA eBulletin be formatted for printing.
Understand that we designed the NMRA eBulletin to be an on-screen
publication, so it's formatted for computer screens. In addition, Constant
Contact, the email company we use for this, won't allow attachments, so
we can't send it out as a PDF. The answer? Just sit back, read it onscreen (it won't take that long), and save a tree or two!

News Highlights
NMRA Conventions
September 21-22 Australasian Region Convention
September 25-29 Pacific Southwest Region Convention
October 10-13 Mid-Eastern Region Convention
October 11-13 Sunshine Region Convention
October 17-20 Northeastern Region Convention
October 25 - 27 British Region Convention
July 13-19, 2014 National Convention
Master Model Railroaders
514: Frank Markovich, PCR
515: Stephe Jitts, AR

In Future Issues of NMRA Magazine
October:
- Smoke and Mirrors on the Layout
- Build an Easy-Peasy Layout Bridge
- FRS Radio as a Tool for Operation

November/December 2013

A Cleveland 2014 Update
Preparation for the 2014 NMRA
National Convention in Cleveland is in
full swing. The convention committee
is working with the facility to ensure
that clinics won't be spread out all over
the building, and local modelers are prepping over
60 great layouts to tour and operate. Watch NMRA
Magazine for a preview.
Register for the convention as soon as possible at
www.2014cleveland.org, because tour registrations
will be assigned by registration number.
The following prototype tours have been
confirmed. Most are not normally open to the
public, so they'll fill up fast:









Age of Steam Roundhouse
General Electric Locomotive (Erie, PA)
Ohio Loco Works
Mad River & Nickel Plate Museum
Chartier Steel Mill Tour
Cleveland Track Materials
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railway
(including shops)
RTA Shops (local rail transit)

::

Editors:
Gerry Leone and Chuck Diljak
::

A few words from the President
Midterm Progress Report /
TVRM to buy Headquarters building
This entire issue of the NMRA eBulletin is dedicated to this mid-term update by President
Charlie Getz. This column will also appear in its entirety in the December issue of NMRA
Magazine.
First, the very merriest and satisfying of holiday seasons to each and
every one of you. It is always a magical time to be a model railroader.
In this column, I would like to report on the goals and promises made
when I assumed office as your President. Under our revised regulations,
I serve a three-year term. I began in the summer of 2012 and thus, this
month marks my halfway point. In my first column in the NMRA
Magazine, I outlined five areas I hoped to emphasize: modernization,
communication, integration, conformance and program/function re-examination. We have
made significant progress in all areas although much remains to be done.
Modernization. How we do business is changing. The bylaws are slowly being redrafted to
simplify and better define the distinction between our not-for-profit corporate side and our
hobby association side. For too long that line has been blurred to the point that we define
everything equally in ways that frankly are confusing and unnecessary. By the end of my
term, I hope to complete this process. Further, I have used Special Assistants under my
supervision on particular programs that do not fall within an existing Department. This
provides flexibility and accountability.
Communication. Here we have made great strides thanks to Gerry Leone and his crew, Ben
Sevier, Page Martin, Tom Draper and Stephen Priest. The Magazine continues to improve
and thrive. The new NMRA eBulletin has been well received. The Infoblast continues to
provide information to Regions. The Gallery Exhibit is entering its fabrication stage. Next
month I will report on that exciting development in more detail. Our website is slowly
improving and being revamped.
As I write this, "Build A Memory" looks to be a success
which we hope to expand. Indeed, our new Marketing Department has been stellar in
promoting the NMRA. Alan Anderson continues his fundraising efforts on our behalf. And
we have begun EduTRAIN®, our template for a program of clinics to assist Regions and
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divisions in educating members on a wide range of topics. Started by Jim Six of the
Michiana division, Bob Blake is now overseeing this exciting new program.
Integration. This means that for US regions/division, tax-exempt status under our umbrella
would be provided with a minimum of paperwork and with complete local control over
finances and activities. We only await a final ruling from the IRS and clarification of the
procedures to be used to launch this program. We will keep you informed as soon as we
know.
Conformance. In 2006, the BOD authorized a self-certification program to encourage
industry to obtain conformance warrants in a manner and timing that suited their needs and
did not rely on our few overburdened volunteers. At my request, Standards and
Conformance Department Manager Di Voss has developed procedures and forms to
accomplish this goal. I met with industry leaders in Atlanta to explain our goals and the
importance to them to conform. After all, without conformance, their products simply will
not work with those of other manufacturers. Setting and enforcing standards is a cornerstone
of the NMRA. Of course, our primary mission remains education. Over time, I hope the
manufacturers will see the advantages of not only obtaining a conformance warrant but in
proudly displaying it in packaging and advertising. Athearn for example, is to feature the
warrant on their packaging. Hopefully, others will follow as they see the advantage in
reassuring their customers that their products will work with others. At mid-year, I will ask
the BOD to ratify this program and its procedures so we can begin to educate the community
about this program. One day, I hope that no model railroader would consider buying a
product that does not conform to our standards.
Re-examination of Programs and Functions. We have looked critically at what we do and
how we do it. As earlier reported, the Kalmbach Library is in the process of being moved to
the California State Railroad Library to be administered there at the same or less cost than
we have spent. With this our members gain access to the largest railroad library west of the
Mississippi and one of the largest in the world. We are taking steps to insure a dedicated
partial position to serve our members' research needs...and all of this at no additional cost to
you. I will continue to report progress as we finalize arrangements.
Sometimes, changes in focus and priorities over time align with new opportunities in very
favorable ways. We have entered such a time with our plans for the Gallery Exhibit and
possible Library consolidation at the California State Railroad Museum (CSRM) as those
decisions affect our Headquarters building in Chattanooga.
Thirty years ago, NMRA leadership had a vision to create a monument to model
railroading. At the time, the vision was that a central headquarters building would be a
strong signal to the membership. It would provide a location for the Howell Day Model
Railroading Museum and the A.C. Kalmbach Library. The plan also included space for the
day-to-day operations of the organization to provide member support for planned growth of
a much larger world-wide organization.
Several alternatives were explored before the current location in Chattanooga, TN was
chosen, primarily because of an attractively priced land parcel offered by the Tennessee
Valley Railroad Museum (TVRM). A successful member fund-raising campaign allowed
the NMRA to construct our headquarters and soon, NMRA had a headquarters building.
Fast-forward thirty years. The founding visions have not become a reality in the way that
was planned, but have evolved with even better options. Over the period 2010-2012,
NMRA and the CSRM jointly explored the exciting possibility of creating a Gallery and/or
Museum of Scale Model Railroading. We now have an agreement to establish the Magic of
Scale Model Railroading exhibit on the gallery level of the country's largest and most visited
railroad museum, the California State Railroad Museum in Sacramento, California. It
attracts over six hundred thousand (600,000) visitors each year while our HQ building
typically has fewer than 100 visitors each year. CSRM has also expressed a serious interest

in administering the NMRA library collections with the CSRM collection as a co-operative
venture and to establish a joint researcher position to answer member research questions as
we do today. This new and better plan will provide additional benefits for our members as
they will all also become members of the CSRM Library and have full access to it.
In 2011, we developed a plan and started a fundraising drive for the gallery exhibit as a first
step. The fundraising has been very successful and we have raised more than $500,000 in
cash and pledges thus far. We have signed a contract for construction of the initial exhibits
and the opening is planned for late 2014. One day, we can expand this exhibit into a
permanent museum in different dedicated space as resources become available.
As a result of these positive developments, we now have a building that is underutilized and
will become even more so after the Museum and Library are moved to CSRM. Our core
operations will need significantly less space than we have today. We have been looking at
options to address this reality.
In January 2013, the TVRM, our neighbor, approached us and asked if we might consider
selling them the building. We did not solicit their request. They were aware of our
developing plans with the CSRM. They are severely cramped for space as they expand their
commercial operations and were looking to construct significant additional office and
classroom space at their Cromwell Road location, adjacent to the NMRA. Acquiring an
existing building would be of great benefit to TVRM. Their operations personnel are spread
across the region and they want to consolidate into fewer and centralized locations. And as
Jenny can tell you, nearly every day, someone wanders in to buy tickets for the TVRM!
The NMRA BOD discussed this exciting and unsolicited opportunity at the Winter 2013
BOD meeting and authorized the CFO to determine whether a mutually agreeable sale might
be possible. After several months of negotiations, we arrived at a mutually agreeable price
and set terms and conditions. In July 2013, TVRM presented a formal offer to the NMRA.
The NMRA BOD accepted the offer, and the NMRA CFO was authorized to complete the
transaction. TVRM is ready to complete the sale in a timely fashion. At press time we do
not have a firm closing date, so watch for future announcements here or via the NMRA
eBulletin or Infoblast.
NMRA still needs a central location to manage the organization's business, merchandise
sales, membership records, the online archives, and some elements of the Library and
Museum collections. We had previously investigated other options (lease part of the
building to others or sell and lease back), but found none that were as attractive or met our
needs to support the NMRA and its members as well as selling the building and leasing a
variety of spaces that would meet our various needs.
But because of the quickness of the sale and our desire to not interrupt service, a new
location was found in the Soddy-Daisy area of Chattanooga for our staff. We have opened
this rented facility (at an annual cost less than operating the old building) and moved our
staff there. Note the new address listed here and on our website; our phones remain the
same. Staff is pleased with the new location, which is nearer other facilities, and is
operating without interruption. We have a lot of transition work left to do at the old site but
thanks to CFO Frank Koch and CAO Jenny Hendricks, all is running smoothly.
All HQ office functions (membership and Company Store, online archives, and Library
surplus sales) and the Library and Museum collections will be handled at the new location.
We can do this at a cost that is no higher than we currently pay to operate the building.
There will be no change in our support of member research requests. The Company Store
and on-line surplus book sales will continue uninterrupted. We will invest the sale proceeds
to generate income for the NMRA in the future. This principal and income will help to
strengthen our overall position, provide funds for future projects, and potentially delay the
need for a future dues increase.

For TVRM, this offers an effective and efficient way to expand their office and operations
capability without the headaches and delays of construction. It also gives them a more
visible presence along Cromwell Road. You may read or hear of their fund raising campaign
as they are expanding on several fronts. They have also purchased the parcel of property on
the other side of our shared drive for additional expansion.
For NMRA, it offers significant flexibility as we change in the future. We can increase or
decrease our leased space as our needs change. It gives NMRA greater fiscal flexibility as
we will have liquid assets rather than a non-liquid asset. This flexibility will be important as
we increase our marketing and communication to members and non-members alike.
For some of you, this news will come as welcomed. For years, members have asked, "when
are you going to sell Headquarters?" For years, it has been the BOD policy that we do so
when it seemed appropriate. In 1982, the world was different. Brick and mortar offices
were the norm. The Internet and home computers were unknown or limited. Today, where
you are is less important that how you function. Remember, for many years, we operated
out of office manager Bob Bast's basement! We are not leaving Chattanooga. We are not
moving the NMRA to California. The NMRA is not in financial trouble. So ignore those
who tell you differently.
But for those disappointed by the news, I fully understand. The NMRA expended much
effort and member donations in building and operating our Headquarters building. For over
thirty years, we operated there. Yet, how many of you reading this have ever visited? And
if you did, what did you see? The simple truth is that Headquarters never lived up to its
promise or potential. It has become an expensive anachronism to operate but a valuable
asset that appreciated over time. In fact, it was a wise investment. So whether disappointed,
pleased or neutral, let me hear from you. But if disappointed, please tell me how many times
you visited and why you feel we need stay. I hope you will all understand what we are
doing and why.
In closing, much has been accomplished but much remains. We have a great crew in place
working very hard for you and for our hobby. With your support, we will only grow
stronger and better. Those are my thoughts; what are yours?
Charlie Getz
NMRA President

News Highlights
Master Model Railroaders
516 Gerald Abegg NER
517 John Mac Gown NER
518 Donald Fowler PSR
519 James Reardon PNR
520 Gregory Wright PNR

In Future Issues of NMRA Magazine
December:
- G-Scale Yards
- A Switch Point Guard
- Model Ford Pick Up Truck

January:
- A Turntable For Shops
- Spare Knuckles
- Never Enough Hands

Volume 15, issue 1 of THE FLYER will be scheduled for publication sometime during the last week of February 2014.
If anyone has a short article that they would like to have included in the next issue of THE FLYER please send it to Ron
Pelletier at nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net as soon as possible. The deadline will be whenever I get it as it
usually ends up being last minute anyway due to end of month work schedules.
As you may be well aware of, many of our members may not have any method of transportation to attend any of our
meetings. If you would be willing to offer to bring someone to the meeting please let me know so that I could determine if
there is someone in your area that needs a ride. nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Also: if you happen to be one of our members that would need assistance to attend any of the meetings of Nutmeg
Division please contact me nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net so I could also put your name in the data base to
determine if we could find a match for you.

Dear Nutmeg Division Members
In April of 2014 the Nutmeg Division will be having an election for one of the
positions of DIRECTOR which will be for the term that James Mayo presently
holds.
If you wish to be a candidate for the Board of Directors to be voted on at the
April 2014 general membership meeting please send your biography consisting
of approximately 200 words to Ron Pelletier
nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net by the end of January so that we can
post your biography and have those candidates vying for this position at the
February general membership meeting.
The Nutmeg Division has a total of three voting members of the Board of Directors. Each director serves for a
three year term. In April of each year, one of the three directors term will expire, so there will be a vote in April of
each year to either select a new director for a three year term or to re-elect the outgoing director if that person
has so decided to stay on for another term of three years.
In April 2013 we did have an election and here are the results:
James Mayo’s (first) term as director ends in April 2014
Peter Tierinni’s (first) term as director ends in April 2015
Douglas Henley’s (first) term as director ended in April 2013
Douglas Henley was re-elected for a second term which will end in 2016
James Mayo was re-elected as Superintendent which will end in 2014.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Articles / Stories /Letters

The Hobby Gallery is closing its doors
Steve Magnani owner of the Hobby Gallery has confirmed that he will be closing the doors to his Hobby Shop
with December 31, 2013 being the last day. He will still be available in the future through train shows and eBay.
If you were ever a customer of his please visit him and wish him the best of luck in his future endeavors.
If you haven’t visited his shop in the past, the address is
The Hobby Gallery
1810 Meriden Road
Wolcott, CT. 06716-3320
203-879-2316 please call to verify the hours of operation.
Email sales@hobbygallery.com
Hours:
Sunday - Monday Closed
Tuesday - Friday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

LRD (LITTLE RHODY DIVISION) TRAIN SHOW IN PLANNING STAGE MARCH 2014
Last March, for the first time in a number of years, the Division sponsored a train show, and it was highly successful. We
are doing it again this year and we need your help.
We want a show that has good vendors, operating layouts, and information on the Division and the NMRA to help recruit
new members. We need everyone to pitch in to make that happen.
Contact Dave Dekonski idf77@aol.com for further information and to volunteer. See you there!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEW ENGLAND PROTOTYPE MEET
The NE Proto Meet is May 30-31 in Collinsville, Conn. We're always interested in talking to people interested in
presenting a clinic and slide program, or opening their layout to meet attendees on Sunday June 1. Anyone interested
can contact Dave Owens at 860-233-0303 or daowens@gmail.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

A special thank you from William Gibson (member of the Nutmeg Division)
I have been a member of the NMRA/NER since 2004. I have also been a member of New England Free-mo since 2005.
Free-mo is an operations based organization that encourages modules based on prototype locations. Modules can be
any length or shape but must be 24" Single Track centered or 26" Double Track centered 12" from each side at the end
plates. Rail height is 50 Inches off the floor, first 6" of track to be straight and perpendicular to the end plate, 42" mainline
minimum radius, with minimum # 6 mainline turnouts. Modules must have Digitrax UP5s or better on each side of each
module. Track Buss with Cinch-Jones Connectors on each end of modules as well as Accessory Buss with Trailer Plugs
on each end. There are other specifications but these are the main ones.
New England Free-mo was invited to have a setup at the NMRA/NER Convention in Laconia, NH October 18 & 19, 2013.
We had a setup that provided approximately 160 feet of mainline operations in a point to loop arrangement. We were
given the space along the back and one side wall of the layout room on the lower level of the Margate Resort. We
provided 38 modules from New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine and New Hampshire. We hosted guest
operating sessions throughout the day on Friday and Saturday. We were able to accommodate up to four guest operators
at a time. Each session was approx. 45 minutes or more. Many attendees signed up for operating sessions and some
signed up for multiple sessions. My opinion is that the layout was enjoyed by many operators and other attendees. On
behalf of our group I would like to thank the NMRA/NER for inviting NEFree-mo to participate in this convention and giving
us the opportunity to introduce Free-mo to your members.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

A RAILROAD DINOSAUR IS COMING BACK TO LIFE

I would like to thank Frank Kastenholz from the HUB Division for the following link in regards to the “BIG BOY X4014”
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-big-boy-20131116,0,6608450.story#axzz2krbci2pO
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALASKA RAILROAD
I would like to thank Sy Berger (a member of the Amherst Railway Society) and Bruce MacCullagh (Clerk of the Amherst
Railway Society) for the following information.
Some of our ARS membership might be interested to know that the Discovery Channel on TV has begun a series about
how the Alaska Railroad serves as a life line for Alaskans. Each episode is made up of a few instances where the railroad
helps someone, a family, or a community in Alaska. The stories are interesting and the photography spectacular. It is on
Saturday night at 10 pm Eastern Time via our local cable service here in California. I assume the Destination America
channel is available via the cable services back home, and that it is carrying this program at some time or other.
http://america.discovery.com/tv-shows/railroad-alaska/railroad-alaska-videos/sneak-peek.htm
All the best,
Sy

CNY Division Plans “Ops ‘til You Drop” Event
Any NER member that enjoys operating model trains like the real railroads is invited to participate in the CNY Division’s
first annual operations weekend titled “Ops ‘til You Drop. The event will take place on six railroads in the Utica and
th
th
Syracuse NY area on Saturday and Sunday April 5 and 6 2014. Participants will be assigned to three different
sessions beginning at 12:30 pm Saturday and Ending at 2:30pm Sunday. The $10 registration fee includes all three
sessions including snacks, plus their Saturday night dinner. Participants are responsible for the cost of their own
overnight lodging and suggested hotels will be supplied upon registration. In addition participants will gather for a
common breakfast Sunday morning.
The CNY Division is known for some outstanding layouts that have well-oiled operations plans. Participants will choose
three of the six available railroads that include The NY and Pa Central of Roger Beiswenger, The Leadville and Red Cliff
of Bill Brown, The Ogdensburg and Norwood of Jim Heidt, The Canada Spokane and Pacific of Drew James, The CSX
Northeast of Dave Martini, and The Mohawk Valley Southern of Bernie Messenger. Several of the railroads above have
recently been featured in national rail magazines. For more information and/or a registration form, email coordinator Bill
Brown at LARCProducts@yahoo.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are Train Glitches Truly Preventable?
I would like to thank John Barrington (a member of the HUB Division) for the following article.
http://www.electronicproducts.com/Sensors_and_Transducers/Sensors/Are_train_glitches_truly_preventable.asp
x

Birthday Announcements
December
Robert Applegate
Paul Combs
Jonathan Harger
Angelo Petrocelli
Jeffrey Van Wagenen

January

Francis Bessette
David Cone
Bruce Harrison
Ronald Pothier

Merrill Blanksteen
Donald Counsellor
Joseph Lepage
Jon Ressler

Steve Blanksteen
Robert Flannery
Harold Morrison
Beverly Schilke

James Bunger
Larry Geiste

David Abrames
Ronald Gallant
John Lauzon
Joe Perzanowski
Dale Thompson

Ronald Babula
John Gamm
Frank Lea
John Rzasa
Ralph Vecchio

Edward Currie
Mark Herrick
Michael Linden
Wolf Schubler
Raymond Vigeant

Art De Blasi
Dave Kmetz
Paul Mangini
August Shar
Richard Walz

John Dusenberry
Pete Kolasa
James Mayo
James Spavins

Don Buckley
Robert Falkevitz
Paul Lewis
David Royce

John Carter
Terrance Hannon
Edward Luiz
Edward Sauers

Robert Davis Robert Desmarais
Greg Lane
Philip Lent
Gerald Norgaard
Reed Seitz
John Waller

Bud Sharrow Roger Cygan Carl Liba
Larry Covey

Wesley Valentine

Roger Hart

February
Andrew Blatchley
James Evans
Jack Levine
Robert Pytel
John Wood

New Members:
Steve Janusonis

Re-Rail Members:
Stewart Fritts George Gardner

Robert Smith Howard Targonsky

Jeff Dunn

Achievement Program: Certificates Awarded
Master Builder – Structures

Gregg Abegg
Michael Tylick

HUB Division
HUB Division

Master Builder – Scenery

Gregg Abegg
Michael Tylick

HUB Division
HUB Division

Master Builder – Prototype Models

Michael Tylick

HUB Division

Model Railroad Engineer – Civil

Michael Tylick

HUB Division

Master Model Railroader MMR 516

Gerald Abegg

HUB Division

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS FOR THE NUTMEG DIVISION
AND THE BORDERING DIVISIONS
The listing also includes
NATIONAL / REGIONAL CONVENTIONS / EVENTS
May or may not be NMRA sponsored
Please check http://www.nutmegdivision.com for the latest
information.
Note from the editor. I have identified the events that are within the Nutmeg Division and its sister divisions
by hi-liting the events with the color green for easier recognition when viewing this information on your
computer.

The following organizations have so many activities and special events during
the course of the year, that to list them all here would essentially be impossible.
These activities and events are subject to change (and they do often). I strongly
suggest that you click on any of the following links to get a wealth of possible
activities for you to enjoy.

Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum in

For information about the
Willimantic CT
http://www.cteastrrmuseum.org/index.htm. For special events click on the following link
http://www.cteastrrmuseum.org/events.htm

Danbury Railway Museum

For information about the
in Danbury CT
http://www.danbury.org/drm/index.htm . For special events click on the following link
http://www.danbury.org/drm/events.htm

The Naugatuck Railroad operated by the
Railroad Museum of Connecticut in Thomaston CT http://rmne.org/
For information about

Connecticut Trolley Museum

For information about the
in East Windsor CT
http://ct-trolley.org/visit/admission.php. For special events click on the following link http://www.cttrolley.org/events/overview.php

The Shore Line Trolley Museum in East Haven CT

For information about
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org
http://shorelinetrolley.org/events/

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat in Essex CT

For information about the
http://www.essexsteamtrain.com/ North Pole Express Tickets now on sale
For information about the
http://www.sftm.org/

Shelburne Falls Trolley Museum in Shelburne Falls MA
Massachusetts Bay Railroad Enthusiasts

For information about the
Whether your interest in railroading centers, on rail travel, photography, history, models or just a love of trains,
Mass Bay RRE may be for you! http://www.massbayrre.org/ for train excursions
http://www.massbayrre.org/events.htm#excur

Amherst Railway Society

For information about the
in Amherst MA
http://www.amherstrail.org and for their September Newsletter click on the following link
http://www.amherstrail.org/ARS_Nov_2013.pdf
New ON-LINE STORE INFORMATION, click on the following link.
http://cls7.bullhornstaffing.com/BullhornStaffing/GetFile.cfm?filename=ARS%5FONLINE%5FSTORE%5FANNOUC
EMENT%2Epdf&id=6883&fileType=UserMessageFile&directory=UserAttachments%5C1219%5C2013%2E11%5C&
extension=%2Epdf&key=B68D9286745EF784833F0087ED1B5A9A
NOW thru JAN 5 2014

Silk City Model Railroad Club Marathon
Let the marathon begin! Trains will run this Sunday and every Sunday from 1-4 until January 5. Be on the lookout for "The
Christmas Train" and the "Mother of all Coal Trains." Both are bound for Santa's Workshop. One brings all the parts for
the elves to make toys. The other brings the coal for all the naughty girls and boys.
The layout is 40’ x 100’ HO Scale with a section of the famous Horseshoe Curve.
There is also a two other layouts and they are:
The Central Valley “N” Scale MRR Club: with approximately 775 feet of track which is equivalent to 23.5 scale miles.
The Connecticut Society of Ferroequinologists Modern Railway Engineers (CSFMRE) a.k.a. Manchester Hi-Railers: with a
65’ x 15’ layout.
st

rd

During the rest of the year they are operating on the 1 and 3 Sunday of every month.
Time Machine Hobby
nd
2 floor (not handicapped accessible)
71 Hilliard Street
Manchester Connecticut
NOW thru FEB 16 2014

Essex Holiday Train Show Opens NOV 22, 2013 thru FEB 16, 2014.
The following article was written by Erik Hesselberg, Special to the Hartford Courant, November 4,
2013.
The story of American railroads is depicted at the Connecticut River Museum in a 26-foot display that's less than a foot
high.
Steve Cryan's holiday train show, which opens Nov. 22 in the museum's third-floor gallery, is a vision of a lost world.
"The railroad used to be central to our lives," said Cryan, 64, an Old Saybrook artist and model builder whose train show
at the river museum is marking its 20th year. "That's how we shipped our goods. And before the automobile, that's how
we got around."
In the display, tiny locomotives pulling freight and passenger cars snake past forgotten Main Streets and old factory
buildings with rusting water towers and barns with little cows grazing in pastures of green plastic.
"I try to run the gamut of trains, from 1920s steam locomotives to diesels to computer-operated engines," said Cryan,
whose detailed watercolors of railroads and riverboats are also on display. "It's fun, but there's also an educational aspect
to this."
Cryan said he always tries to top last year's layout, but it's a challenge after 20 years.
"The goal is always to make it bigger and better and to reach as many new people as possible," he said. "I've had more
time to work on this display, which is great. Last year, because of [storm] Sandy, which knocked out the power here, I only
had 10 days to do the layout. That was crazy!"
This year's show features 12 trains that can all move at once. The interactive layout has buttons for visitors to push, but
Cryan controls the master switch that cuts power to everything, "just in case."
Trains are only part of the experience. Cryan says he loves recreating the landscapes through which the mighty trains
traveled. He uses 30 types of glue and various finishes to get the antique, weathered look he cherishes.
"My reward is seeing people smile," he said. Sometimes there are grandfathers, fathers and sons all playing with the
trains. How often do you see three generations doing the same thing?"

The holiday train show runs to Feb. 16 at the Connecticut River Museum in the Steamboat Dock, 67 Main St. For more
information, call the museum at 860-767-8269.
DEC 6 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
4PM and 7PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 7 2013

Stamford Model RR Club Annual Train Show
St. John’s Episcopal Church
628 Main Street Corner of Grove and Main Streets
Stamford Connecticut
Contact John Walther jwalther48@msn.com

DEC 7 2013

Providence &Worcester Employee Santa Train

DEC 7 – 8 2013

Marlborough Massachusetts
The Hub Division is hosting its Annual New England Model Train Expo
Best Western Royal Plaza Trade Center
181 Boston Post Road
http://www.hubdiv.org/fallshow/index.htm

DEC 7 2013 – JAN 5 2014
Holiday Express Train Show
Connecticut G-Scalers Club
Fairfield Museum and History Center
370 Beach Road
Fairfield CT
http://ctgscalers.com/
http://www.fairfieldhistory.org/exhibitions/holidayexpress/
DEC 8 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
1PM and 4PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 13 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
4PM and 7PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 14 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
1PM, 4PM and 7PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 14, 2013

Mystic Valley Railway Society
Christmas Special ‘Christmas in New York
http://www.mysticvalleyrs.org/christmastny.html

DEC 14 – 15 2013

The Torrington Area Model Railroaders, Valley N-Trak and the City of Torrington presents
Free Model Train Show HO, N, and G scales will be running

Torrington Armory
South Main Street
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Saturday, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Sunday
DEC 14 – 15 2013

Hub Division Modular Railroad Display
National Heritage Museum
33 Marrett Road
Lexington Massachusetts

DEC 14 – 15 2013

San Leandro California
Annual December Open House and Model Train Show
San Leandro Historical Railway Society
1302 Orchard Ave
http://www.slhrs.org

DEC 15 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
1PM and 4PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 20 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
4PM and 7PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 21 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
1PM, 4PM and 7PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 22 2013

2013 BVTC Polar Express Train- PW Railfan Club & Museum
1PM and 4PM
Departs from: Station One Depot Square, Woonsocket, RI 02895 (GPS map/directions, use
12 Court Street)
Tickets are on sale
http://www.blackstonevalleypolarexpress.com/purchasepolarexpress.htm

DEC 28 2013

HUB Division Holiday Party
LaFayette House
Rt 1 Foxboro Massachusetts

JAN 4, 2014

‘Steam in the Snow’ on the Conway Scenic Railroad
(Boston) -- North Conway, NH -- Notchland & Return
http://www.massbayrre.org/events.htm

JAN 5 2014

Classic Shows Model Railroad Shows
Trumbull Marriott
180 Hawley Lane
Trumbull Ct
http://www.classicshowsllc.com

JAN 9 – 11 2014

Cocoa Beach Florida
Prototype Rails 2014 hosted by Mike Brock
Cocoa Beach Hilton Oceanfront
15550 N Atlantic Ave
http://www.prototyperails.com/

JAN 10 2014

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Family Open House & Scout Night
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/FallFlyer.pdf

JAN 11 2014

Train Show
United Methodist Church
811 East Main Street
Branford Connecticut
Pat Stevens 203-600-4783 Pmil41@aol.com

JAN 18 – 20 2014

HUB Modular Railroad Display
Wenham Museum
Wenham Massachusetts
http://www.wenhammuseum.org/

JAN 18 – 20 2014

Seattle Washington
th
The 40 Annual Model Railroad Show co-sponsored
th
by the 4 Division of the Pacific Northwest Division and the Pacific Science Center
http://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/

JAN 19 2014

Paris Ontario Canada
2014 Paris Junction Train Show including The NMRA Craftsman Model Making Corner
Paris Fairgrounds
130 Silver Street
John Moseley j.moseley@sympatico.ca

JAN 25 – 26 2014

Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show
Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds (The home of The Big E) West Springfield MA
Includes HUB Divisions’ Modular Railroad Display
http://www.amherstrail.org/
http://www.railroadhobbyshow.com

The Amherst Railway Society has again negotiated a discount rate with the Red Roof Inn for the nights of January 24 and
25, 2014.
See their website, http://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/ Go to "Attending the Show" and then to "Accommodations in the
area" The $ 63.99/night for a room at Red Roof Inn is there.
When you call for a reservation, if you get connected to the national reservation center, they may quote you a price of
$119.99. Tell the person you are talking with that the ARS has a discounted price for the show.
The lady I talked with tracked down the $63.99 price. However, she said the conformation may reflect the $119.99 price
but the front desk in West Springfield would honor the $63.99.
If you have questions feel free to E-mail me at jrlcorp@verizon.net.
John Lutz
Hi all:
To avoid the confusion, when you call the Springfield number and get the answering machine with the list of options and
#'s to press, do NOT select the one for making a reservation. Instead, select the one to be connected to the front desk.
The front desk will know what you're talking about and will make the reservation for you with the correct room charge.
Dan Fretz
JAN 26 2014

Noblesville Indiana
Central Indiana Division NMRA Train Show and Meet
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds
2003 Pleasant Street
http://cid.railfan.net/upcoming.html

FEB 1 2014

Portland Oregon
Railroad Swap Meet
Spokane Portland & Seattle Railway Historical Society
Holiday Inn
Portland Airport Conference Center
8439 NE Columbia Blvd
Jerry Pickell pickell5141@msn.com

FEB 1 – 2 2014

Easley South Carolina
Annual Train Show
Sponsored by Central Railway Model & Historical Society
Larry Bagwell Gymnasium
111 Walkers Way
http://crmha.org/

FEB 1 – 2 2014

The Villages Florida
The Villages Railroad Historical Society Model Train Show and Sale
The Savannah Regional Recreation Center
1545 Buena Vista Blvd
Alan Goldberg amgold15@hotmail.com

FEB 6 - 8 2014

Santa Clara California
Twenty Fourth Annual O Scale West and Ninth Annual S West Meet
Hyatt Regency Santa Clara
5101 Great America Parkway
http://www.oscalewest.com

FEB 9 2014

Classic Shows Model Railroad Shows
Zandri’s Stillwood Inn
1074 South Colony Road
Wallingford CT
http://www.classicshowsllc.com

FEB 15 2014

Houston Texas
Greater Houston Train Show
Presented by the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club (100% NMRA)
Stafford Center
10505 Cash Road at Murphy Road
http://sanjac.leoslair.com/styled-2/

FEB 22 2014

Springdale Arkansas
Eleventh Annual Great NWA Train Show
Sugar Creek Model Railroad and Historical Society
Holiday Inn & Convention Center
th
1500 S 48 Street
http://www.railroadclubsugarcreek.org

FEB 23 2014

Worcester Model Railroaders Annual Model Railroad Show and Sale
Auburn Elks
754 Southbridge Street
Auburn Massachusetts
http://www.wmrr.org/show.asp

FEB 26 – MAR 1 2014 Irving Texas (Dallas area)
th
29 Annual Sn3 Symposium
Sheraton DFW
http://sn3-2014.com/
MAR 1 2014

Elsie Oregon
th
10 Annual Pacific Model Loggers Congress
Camp 18 Restaurant and Logging Museum

42362 Highway 26
http://www.pacificmodelloggerscongress.com/
MAR 2 2014

Cheshire High School Train Show
525 South Main Street
Cheshire Connecticut
ronsbooks@aol.com for more information

MAR 8 2014

West Chester Ohio
nd
Cincinnati Division 7 of the MCR is holding its 22 Annual Swap Meet and Flea Market
Lakota West freshman Campus
5050 Tylersville Road
http://www.cincy-div7.org/Spring%20Flea%20Market%202014%20Flyer.pdf

MAR 9 2014

Southern CT Model Train Show (formerly Westchester Model Railroad Club Meet)
Greenwich Civic Center
90 Harding Road
Old Greenwich CT
Ellie Rosenberg 914-967-7541 or ronsbooks@aol.com for more information

MAR 9 2014

Spokane Washington
Spokane Train Show
Sponsored by River City Modelers and the Inland NW Rail Museum
http://www.rivercitymodelers.org/

MAR 15 – 16 2014

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Spring Model Railroad Show & Open
House, Hingham.
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/Springflyer.pdf

MAR 15 – 16 2014

Kirtland Ohio
Railfest 2014 Model Train Show MCR Div. 5 Celebrates 30 years of Railfest
Lakeland Community College
7700 Clocktower Drive
Railfest@mcr5.org or http://www.Railfest.org

MAR 21 - 22 2014

York Pennsylvania
The East Coast Large Scale Train Show
York Expo Center
334 Carlisle Avenue
http://www.eclsts.com/

MAR 22 2014

Housatonic Model Railway Club Train Show
Fairfield Senior Center
100 Mona Terrace
Fairfield CT
http://housatonicmr.org/wp/?page_id=18

MAR 22 – 23 2014

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show
Including Hub Divisions’ Modular Railroad Display
Shriners Auditorium
99 Fordham Road
Wilmington Massachusetts
http://www.greenbergshows.com

MAR 22 – 23 2014

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Spring Model Railroad Show & Open
House, Hingham.
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA

http://www.ssmrc.org/FallFlyer.pdf
MAR 23 2014

Classic Shows Model Railroad Shows
Trumbull Marriott
180 Hawley Lane
Trumbull Ct
http://www.classicshowsllc.com

MAR 27 – 29 2014

Savannah Georgia
Savannah RPM Meet
http://www.savannahrpm.com/

MAR 28 – 30 2014

Malvern Pennsylvania
th
6 bi-annual Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet – Valley Forge
Desmond Great Valley Hotel & Conference Center
One Liberty Blvd.
Paul Backentose prrpaul@aol.com http://www.phillynmra.org/rpmmeet.html

APR 5 – 6 2014

Utica and Syracuse New York area
CNY Division Plans “Ops ‘til You Drop” Event
See more information in the Articles / Stories /Letters section of this newsletter.
For more information and/or a registration form, email coordinator Bill Brown at
LARCProducts@yahoo.com
th

APR 6 2014

6 Annual Model Train Show
Mark T. Sheehan High School
142 Hope Hill Road
Wallingford CT
Phyllis Drescher 203-265-0223 or jpdrescher@comcast.net for more information

APR 6 2014

49 Annual RAILFAIR ’14 Model Railroad Show and Open House
Presented by the Nashua Valley Railroad Association
Ayer/Shirley Middle School
1 Hospital Road
Shirley Massachusetts
http://nvrra.com/railfair-14/

APR 12 – 13 2014

Calgary Alberta Canada
SUPERTRAIN 2014 Canada’s Biggest and Best Annual Model Train Show
http://www.supertrain.ca/

APR 25 – 27 2014

Long Island
IslandOps 2014
http://www.islandops.org/

APR 25 – 27 2014

Toledo Ohio
Maumee Express 2014
North Central Region Division 1
Ramada Hotel and Convention Center
3536 Secor Road
http://www.divisiononencr.com/Convention/Toledo_2014.html

th

APR 30 – MAY 4 2014 San Luis Obispo California
Coast Rails 2014 PCR & SLORRM Convention
Sands Inn & Suites
1930 Monterey Street
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2014
MAY 2 – 4 2014

Niagara-on-the-Lake Ontario Canada
The Niagara Frontier Regional 2014 Convention – The Grapevine Express
Niagara College, Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus
137 Taylor Road

http://www.grapevineexpress.ca or grapevineexpress2014@gmail.com
MAY 2 – 4 2014

Sioux City Iowa
2014 Thousand Lakes Region Convention
Exploring the Rails
http://www.thousandlakesregion.org/pages/conventions.html

MAY 16 – 18 2014

Schaumburg Illinois
Railfun 2014 presented by the Fox Valley Division
The Best Western Plus
1725 E. Algonquin Road
http://www.mwr-nmra.org/convention/conventions.html

MAY 29 – JUN 1 2014 Spencer North Carolina
Streamliners at Spencer, a gathering of prototype locomotives of the 1930s through the 1950s at
the North Carolina Transportation Museum, with opportunities for daytime portraits around the 37stall, Robert Julian Roundhouse turntable.
http://www.nctrans.org/Events/Streamliners-at-Spencer-(1).aspx
MAY 30 – 31 2014

New England / Northeast Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet
Canton Community Center
40 Dyer Avenue
Collinsville Connecticut
http://www.neprototypemeet.com/Welcome.html

JUN 4 – 8 2014

Round Rock Texas
The 2014 NMRA Lone Star Region Convention
The Bluebonnet Limited
Wingate Hotel and Convention Center
http://bluebonnetlimited.com/

JUN 13 – 15 2014

Memphis Tennessee
2014 Memphis Convention “Rails Across the River”
The Memphis Railroad and Trolley Museum and the Bluff City Division of the NMRA
Are proud to host the
2014 Joint Convention of the Southeastern and Mid Continent Regions of the NMRA
Harding Academy
1100 Cherry Road
http://www.ser-nmra.org/convention/2014-memphis-convention-rails-across-river

JUN 18 – 21 2014

Tacoma Washington
PSX2014 NMRA Pacific Northwest Regional Convention
La Quinta Inn & Suites
th
1425 E 27 Street
http://www.wnrr.net/PSX2014/index.html

JUN 19 – 22 2014

Salt Lake City Utah
Golden Spike Limited 2014 hosted by the new Northern Utah Division
Rocky Mountain Regional Convention
http://www.GSL2014.org

JUN 22 – 27 2014

Hershey Pennsylvania
Big Train Operator Club Convention
The Comfort Suites
Hummelstown – Hershey
http://www.bigtrainoperator.com/2014Hershey/index.shtml

JUL 13 – 20 2014

Cleveland Ohio
NMRA National Convention and National Train Show
Hosted by the Mid-Central Region
The HUB Modular Railroad will be traveling to the convention and operating in a combined
Display with MCR Division 4.http://www.2014cleveland.org/

SEP 3 – 6 2014

Kansas City Missouri
34th National Narrow Gauge Convention
http://www.kansascity2014.com/

SEP 3 – 7 2014

San Diego California
‘Uniting Railroad Modelers’ 2014 PSR Convention
http://www.psrnmra.org/

SEP 11 – 14 2014

The 2014 NMRA NER Convention
New England Diamonds
The Town of Seven Railroads
Convention Location Palmer Massachusetts
http://www.nediamonds2014.org/

SEP 19 – 2014

York Pennsylvania
The East Coast Train Show
York Expo Center
334 Carlisle Avenue
http://www.eclsts.com/

SEP 20 – 21 2014

Arundel Australia
Gold Coast NMRA Convention 2014
Arundel State School
http://www.nmra.org.au/Convention14/convention2014.html

SEP 28 2014

Southern CT Model Train Show
Greenwich Civic Center
90 Harding Road
Old Greenwich CT
Ellie Rosenberg 914-967-7541 or ronsbooks@aol.com for more information

OCT ??

Hagerstown Maryland
Mid-East Region Convention
http://mer.nmra.org/MERConv/MERConv.html

OCT 3 – 5 2014

Melbourne Florida
The Spacecoast Express Sunshine Region 2014 Convention
Melbourne Rialto Place Hilton Hotel at the Melbourne Airport
http://sunshineregion.org/

OCT 17 – 19 2014

Bournemouth Dorset United Kingdom
NMRA British Region Annual Convention 2014
The Seashore Extra
Hosted by the South Eastern Division
The Carrington House Hotel
Knyveton Road
http://www.nmrabr.org.uk/annual-convention

OCT 25 - 26 2014

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Fall Model Railroad Show & Open
House, Hingham.
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/Springflyer.pdf

MAY 14 – 17 2014

Lexington Kentucky
Thoroughbred Limited 2015 Mid-Central Region Convention Division 10
Crowne Plaza Hotel (formerly The Campbell House)
http://thoroughbredlimited2015.yolasite.com/

JAN 9 2015

South Shore Model Railway Club – Scout Night

South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/Springflyer.pdf
MAR 14 - 15 2015

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Spring Model Railroad Show & Open
House, Hingham.
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/Springflyer.pdf

MAR 21 – 22 2014

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Spring Model Railroad Show & Open
House, Hingham.
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/FallFlyer.pdf

AUG 23 – 30 2015

Portland Oregon
NMRA National Convention and National Train Show Portland Daylight Express
http://www.nmra2015portland.org/

SEP 2 – 5 2015

Houston Texas
th
35 National Narrow Gauge Convention
http://nngc-2015.com/

OCT 24 - 25 2015

The South Shore Model Railway Club's annual Fall Model Railroad Show & Open
House, Hingham.
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/Springflyer.pdf

JAN 8 2016

South Shore Model Railway Club – Family Open House and Scout Night
South Shore Model Railway Club
19 Fort Hill Street
Hingham MA
http://www.ssmrc.org/Springflyer.pdf

JUL 3 – 10 2016

Indianapolis Indiana
NMRA National Convention and National Train Show
http://www.nmra2016.org

SEP 7 – 10 2016

Augusta Maine
th
36 National Narrow Gauge Convention
http://nngc2016.org/

JUL 2017

Orlando Florida
NMRA National Convention and National Train Show

GENERAL INFORMATION OF THE NUTMEG DIVISION AND ITS SISTER
DIVISIONS OF THE NORTHEAST REGION
Newsletter for the Northeast Region “The Coupler”
http://nernmra.org/newsletter.html

Nutmeg Division

Our meetings will generally be on the second Saturday of the month.
These Saturday meetings will usually also include a layout visit or other some other activity.
The meetings will normally be held at the following location but always check the website to verify the location
and time. http://www.nutmegdivision.com
After the membership meeting and before the layout tour there will be a BOD meeting and everyone is invited to
attend. The location of the BOD meeting will be determined at the membership meeting.

Wethersfield Police Department
Community Room
250 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, Connecticut
This facility is wheel chair accessible
Non-members are welcome to attend.
The schedule for future General Membership meetings is as follows:
th

December 14 2013 10:00 AM
th
February 8 2014
th
April 12 2014 also voting for new board of director’s member
June 14, 2014
August 9 2014
October 11, 2014
December 13 2014

NMRA Nutmeg Division Brass Hats:
Superintendent,
Director,
Director,
Achievement Program Mgr.
Secretary,
Treasurer,
Communications Mgr.
Newsletter Editor,
Web Master / Administrator,
Membership Promotion Mgr.
Layout Visit Chairperson,
Module System Chairperson,
Clinic Chairperson,
Past Superintendent,

James Mayo jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
Douglas Henley dhenley@comcast.net
Peter J. Tierinni vergo55@sbcglobal.net
Ken May kenneth.may@comcast.net
OPEN
James Mayo jmayo_railfan@yahoo.com
Ronald J Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Ronald J Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
David Abrames dcabrames@yahoo.com
Ronald J Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
OPEN
OPEN
Peter Luchini pluchini@cox.net
Fred Wintsch fwintsch@ashlarvig.org

HUB Division
http://www.hubdiv.org
All meetings are on the third Friday of the month at 8:00 PM, at the
Cambridge School of Weston, Weston MA unless otherwise noted

The newsletter for the Hub Division is HUB HEADLIGHT and is available at
http://www.hubdiv.org/headlight.htm
Information about the following items can be found on the HUB HEADLIGHT
DEC 7 – 8 2013

New England Model Train Show
Best Western Royal Plaza Trade Center

Marlborough Massachusetts
This is one of the region’s largest train shows
http://www.hubdiv.org/fallshow/index.htm
DEC 14 2013

Holiday Lights and Hot Chocolate 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
110 Regal St
Holliston Massachusetts

DEC 14 – 15 2013

Hub Division Modular Railroad Display
National Heritage Museum
33 Marrett Road
Lexington Massachusetts

DEC 28 2013

HUB Division Holiday Party
Lafayette House
Route 1
Foxboro Massachusetts

JAN 17 2014

HUB Railfun Meeting
Hands-on Clinic: Railroad Car Repair & Reconditioning
Presented by the HUB Division Maintenance Crew

JAN 18 – 20 2014

HUB Modular Railroad Display
Wenham Museum
Wenham Massachusetts

JAN 25 – 26 2014

Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show
Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds (The home of The Big E) West Springfield MA
Includes HUB Divisions’ Modular Railroad Display
http://www.amherstrail.org/
http://www.railroadhobbyshow.com

FEB 1 2014

Submissions deadline for the Hub Headlight MAR APR issue

FEB 21 2014

HUB Railfun Meeting
Hands-on Clinic: Scenery, Structures and Details
Presented by the HUB Division Members

MAR 8 2014

HUB Board of Directors Meeting
at By Request Communications
398 Cedar Hill Road
Marlborough Massachusetts

MAR 21 2014

HUB Railfun Meeting and Annual Meeting

MAR 22 – 23 2013

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show
Including Hub Divisions’ Modular Railroad Display
Shriners Auditorium
99 Fordham Road
Wilmington Massachusetts
http://www.greenbergshows.com

APR 1 2014

Submissions deadline for the Hub Headlight MAR APR issue

APR 11 2014

HUB Railfun Meeting

MAY 16 2014

HUB Railfun Meeting

MAR 8 2014

HUB Board of Directors Meeting
at By Request Communications
398 Cedar Hill Road
Marlborough Massachusetts

JUN 20 2014

HUB Railfun Meeting

JUL 13 – 20 2014

Cleveland Ohio
NMRA National Convention and National Train Show
The HUB Modular Railroad will be traveling to the convention and operating in a combined
Display with MCR Division 4.http://www.2014cleveland.org/

SEP 11 – 14 2014

The 2014 NMRA NER Convention
New England Diamonds
The Town of Seven Railroads
Convention Location Palmer Massachusetts
http://www.nediamonds2014.org/

Hudson-Berkshire Division
http://www.hudson-berkshire.org/
The newsletter for the Hudson-Berkshire Division is FORM 19 and is available at
http://www.hudson-berkshire.org/?Form_19%26nbsp%3BE_Version&normal
JAN 17 2014

Paul Hoffman’s Layout

Hudson Valley Division
http://www.hudsonvalleydivision.org/
Little Rhody Division
http://www.trainweb.org/lrdivision/
All meetings are on the second Wednesday evening of the month at the
German American Cultural Society
78 Carter Ave.
Pawtucket, RI
Doors open at 7:00 pm meetings begin at 7:30 pm
Social time with coffee and refreshments beforehand
All are welcome.

MEETING SCHEDULE
JAN 8 2014

Meeting and tour of the Providence Club Layout
Meeting will be at the club layout

FEB 12 2014

S-Scale Model Railroading presented by Al Coughlin

MAR 12 2014

“Little Rhody Division Club Cars: A History” presented by Greg Pion

If you have any questions please contact

Linda Bergemann
Assistant Superintendent
Little Rhody Division
401-322-9946

Metro-North Division
http://www.metronorthnmra.org
All meetings will be at 9:30 AM art the
New Canaan Historical Society
13 Oenoke Ridge Road (Rt. 124)
New Canaan CT.
203-966-1776
For more information contact Division Superintendent Franklin Lang
info@metronorthnmra.org

MEETING SCHEDULE
JAN 11 2014

Layout Construction “Quick Clinic” Chuck Thomas
Building a simple, reliable lift out with integrated electrical connections
Signal and panel detection basics presented by Scott Russell
3-D printing by Dave Yale

MAR 15 2014

Rapido’s manufacturing presented by Bill Schneider
Background trees presented by John Grosner
Ballasting Track (tentative)

MAY 17 2014

NYC High Line - How it came into being and how I modeled it - Dave Ramos
Trucks, cars and roads - John Shannon
After Meeting
DPM Modular Building Construction presented by Roger Cytron

ALLOUETTE DIVISION
CENTRAL NEW YORK DIVISION http://www.cnynmra.org/Home.html
DEC 7 2013

Division Prototype and Model Railroad Auction!
Camillus Senior Citizens Center. Camillus, NY
Get more info at http://cnynmra.org/Auction.html

DEC 28 2013

Division Holiday Social & Banquet!
2:00 PM
Rusty Rail Banquet Hall
3231 Seneca Turnpike (NY Route 5)
Canastota NY
$15.00 per person total including tip and tax
th
Reservations will be due by Dec. 20
http://cnynmra.org/Events_%26_Awards.html

For the current version of the newsletter “RED MARKERS” you will need to sign up at
http://cnynmra.org/News_Letter.html
For previous versions of the newsletters click on the following link:
http://www.cnynmra.org/Red_Markers_Archive/

GARDEN STATE DIVISION http://www.nergsd.com/
To get the latest copy of the newsletter “THE WHISTLE POST, once you have clicked on the above link you will
then need to click on the “OUR NEWSLETTER” tab and then scroll to the very bottom of the page. You will also
be able to see previous versions.

GREEN MOUNTAIN DIVISION
http://www.greenmountainnmra.com/
This link will get you to the home page of the Green Mountain Division and also to their newsletter “THE GREEN
MOUNTAIN PASS”.

MARITIME DIVISION
SEACOAST DIVISION

http://www.seacoastnmra.org/wordpress/

To get the latest copy of the newsletter “THE SWTCH TOWER”, click on the following link:
http://www.seacoastnmra.org/seacoast/Newsletter.html

SUNRISE TRAIL DIVISION

http://www.sunrisetraildiv.com/

To get the newsletter “CANNON BALL” you must subscribe to the
Subscription Rates to the Cannon Ball are:
1 year $7.00
2 years $14.00
Please make checks payable to: The Sunrise Trail Division
Send renewals, requests for subscription, and address changes to:
Cannon Ball
C/o Walter Wohleking
5 Howard Drive.
Huntington, NY 11743-3032

Respectfully submitted,
Ronald J. Pelletier nmranutmegmembership@comcast.net
Communication Manager / Membership Promotion Manager / Newsletter Editor
860-977-5573 any evening between 7:30 PM and 11:00 PM
Nutmeg Division http://www.nutmegdivision.com
Northeastern Region http://www.nernmra.org
NMRA http://www.nmra.org

